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THE NEW ATTENTION 
STEALING SKODA FABI 


COMING SOON TO MOTORLINE SKODA CANTERBURY 


Model shown is SKODA Fabia Hatch SE 1.0 MPI 75PS £12,760 with black colour concept £500, race blue metallic pearlescent paint £555, panoramic sunroof package £600, sunset glass from B-pillar back 
£180, front LED running lights £190, front fog lights £170 and Savio alloys (aftersales accessories) £800. Total cost £15,735. 

Official fuel consumption for the Fabia range in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 46.3 (6.1) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2) to 91.1 (3.1); Combined 58.8 (4,8) to 
83.1 (3.4). C0 2 emissions for the Fabia range are 110 to 88 g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 


0843 658 2604 

www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA 
Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind. Est. 
Westminster Road CT11YY 

























The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01245 396910 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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Resolving Stack remains 
a priority all year round 


THERE is an entertaining Ben Elton 
book which talks about a world where 
the road network of a major city is so 
fragile and so busy that it takes just a 
few unconnected incidents to bring it 
to a grinding halt. Gridlock, in fact. 

And it’s hard not to think that it 
would take little for Kent to suffer 
that fate. Because when the M20 
becomes crippled by Operation Stack 
- an event which causes one of the 
main arteries of the county to 
become blocked from west to east 
(delays stretched back to Wrotham 
let us not forget) - we have to 
rely on a wing and prayer 
nothing else happens. 

Just imagine if there was a 
pile-up on the M2 which 
caused that to close too. It 
would cut off all the main 
methods of traversing the 
county. The chaos to the 

county’s economy would _ 

be extraordinary. 

Granted, the 
introduction of 
Stack is rare. And 



it is unusual for it to last for so long, 
but it does happen and it does leave 
us terribly exposed. 

There will, it is fair to say, be lots of 
tub-thumping from politicians all of 
whom will be demanding action. 
With a May election around the 
corner there are certainly some easy 
political points to be scored. But 
there is also an added requirement 
for the commercial operations that 
derive so much income from the 
cross-Channel route to actively seek 
a resolve too. And to invest to ensure 
if, as has been the case, they have 
a difficulty, the rest of the coun¬ 
ty doesn’t pay a high price. 

The only good to have come 
this week is that at least the 
situation wasn’t made worse 
by predicted snow. Can you 
imagine all rail and roads 
being blocked simultaneously? 
Fingers crossed by the 
time you read this, 
we’re returning to 
normality. Have 
a great weekend. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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WINTER SALE NOW ON 

20,000 square feet of furniture and beds greatly reduced 


SAVE 


J 

Royal Oak Small square table and 2 chairs 
Usually £585 Sale price £299 

Sideboard Usually £595 Sale price £395 


Valencia 


sofa 


seat 


Usually 


£875 


Sale 


£645 


price 


Relyon Kingsize Royal Lytham 1000 pocket 
spring 2 drawer divan set with 5 year guarantee 
Usually £1599 Sale price £899 


GPIan Washington 3 seat sofa 

Shown in B Grade cover 


Usually £1429 Sale price £1069 



Easy Parking - Free Delivery (Ts &Cs apply) 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT13RQ 

01227 463550 I www.nasons.co.uk 
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CONCERNS: Suicide figures are worrying 


FIGURES to be officially released 
this week are set to reveal a prison 
on Sheppey has one of the highest 
suicide rates in the country. 

The Ministry of Justice is set to 
confirm the figures, which were 
released this week by the Howard 
League for Penal Reform. 

It claims HMP Elmley has the top 
suicide rate in the UK - joining 
Wandsworth prison in London. 

The league, which campaigns for 
fewer people to be jailed, says the 
figures demonstrate that as 
funding cuts reduce the number of 
staff, so the number of suicides 
rises. But Government officials 
have denied its claims. 

A total of four people took their 
own lives at Elmley last year, with 
another four dying from natural 
causes, while one further death is 
still waiting to be classified. 

Frances Crook, the chief execu¬ 
tive of the Howard League, said: “It 
is evident that people are dying as a 
direct result of the cuts to the 
number of staff, particularly more 
experienced staff, in every prison. 

“The government has chosen to 


allow the prison population to 
increase while it cuts staff, and 
that has led to an increase in 
people dying by suicide.” 

But prisons minister Andrew 
Selous hit back at the allegations, 
saying that the figures were being 
deliberately twisted by the Howard 
League. 

He said: “They are deliberately 
misrepresenting the situation in 
our prison for their own ends. 

“This helps no one - least of all 


the vulnerable individuals in 
prison whose wellbeing is the 
absolute priority of prisons staff 
and ministers alike. 

“Every death in custody is a 
terrible tragedy. We remain 
focused on doing all we can to 
prevent them.” 

Officials at the Ministry of Justice 
said they were unable to comment 
on the figures as they were not 
verified. 

They said they expected the 


official statistics to be released 
during the coming week. 

It is not the first time the 
Sheppey jail has made the head¬ 
lines for the wrong reasons. 

HMP Elmley has recently been 
blasted by the chief inspector of 
prisons, after an inspection 
revealed that staff shortages were 
critical at the prison. The report - 
which was released last November 
- recommended the prison recruit 
new staff urgently. 



r 'll 

Row erupts over number 
of suicides in our prison 

By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


Dream trip to Thailand turns 
to tragedy for 23-year-old 


High Street’s £2.37m 
regeneration scheme to 
be unveiled next month 


JUST a year after supermarket giant 
Sainsbury’s pulled out of a multi¬ 
million-pound scheme which would 
have transformed the centre of 
Tonbridge, a new scheme has been 
unveiled. 

Going on show to the public next 
month, the £2.37m project aims to 
breathe new life into Tonbridge High 
Street, which has suffered from busy 
through traffic and competition from 
nearby rivals. 

The scheme aims to boost the local 
economy and enhance the town’s 
heritage, while also tackling the 
problems of traffic congestion and air 
pollution. 

It includes a 20mph speed limit, 
cycle routes and widening of 
pavements. 

It follows in the footsteps of a £70m 
scheme by Sainsbury’s which would 
have seen the store dramatically 
expand its existing site, improve links 
with the High Street, and usher in a 
new council-run leisure centre and a 
multiplex cinema. 


But it came a cropper when the 
supermarket opted, instead, to pull 
the plug on expanding its stores. 
Canterbury also suffered a similiar 
blow. It left council chiefs fuming but 
determined to push ahead in order to 
inject new life into the town. 

The new plans will go on show at 
Tonbridge Castle from Friday, 
February 6. 

The scheme has been developed by 
Kent County Council and Tonbridge 
and Mailing Borough Council. 

Work on the improvements is 
planned to start later this year. 

Leader of Tonbridge and Mailing 
Borough Council, Nicolas Heslop, 
said: “This £2.37m investment is a 
quality scheme to enhance the High 
Street. It will build upon our efforts 
to help the vitality of the town centre 
and support the priority for econom¬ 
ic regeneration.” 

It will be funded by the Local 
Growth Fund, awarded through the 
South East Local Enterprise Partner¬ 
ship. 


A 23-year-old backpacker from 
Orpington has been found dead 
on a paradise island in Thailand 
popular with tourists. 

Christina Annesley died on Koh 
Tao on Wednesday. It is not 
believed there were any suspi¬ 
cious circumstances and an 
investigation into the cause of 
her death is under way. 

Reports suggested that Ms 


POLICE are trying to trace a 
mobility scooter rider, believed to 
be in her 60s, who crashed into two 
pensioners, knocking them to the 
ground, before driving off. 

The two victims - one in her 60s, 
the other in her 80s - suffered a 
sprained ankle and cut heel and 
were left ‘ ‘shocked and shaken’ ’ by 
the incident, which took place 
outside the KFC fast food outlet in 


Annesley died from natural 
causes. She had tweeted about 
having to buy antibiotics before 
her death. 

A Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office spokesman said: “We can 
confirm the death of a British 
national in Thailand on January 
21. We are providing consular 
assistance to the family at this 
difficult time.” 


Sandgate Road, Folkestone, at 
around 3.30pm on December 22. 

The rider of the mobility scooter, 
who did not stop after the incident, 
is described as a white woman in 
her 60s of medium or large build 
with a plump face. 

She was wearing a bobble hat 
and yellow camel coat. She drove a 
large metallic burgundy mobility 
scooter. 


Hunt for hit and run mobility 
scooter driver in her sixties 
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Coroner opens inquest into death of Pat Lamb 


AN INQUEST opened this week into the death of Pat 
Lamb, whose body was found in the River Medway 
almost a month after he went missing during a night out 
in Maidstone. 

Mr Lamb, who lived in Greenhithe, died from 
“immersion”, the inquest in the county town heard as it 
opened and was then adjourned until April 1. 


A massive hunt for the 28-year-old was launched 
after he was last seen on a night out with friends on 
December 13. 

His body was eventually recovered at Cuxton 
Marina two weeks ago after being spotted by a 
passer-by. The inquest will look to establish exactly 
what caused his death. 


Remembering a legend: 
50th anniversary of the 
death of leader Churchill 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


YESTERDAY marked the 50th anni¬ 
versary of Winston Churchill’s 
death. 

Generally considered to be one of 
the greatest statesmen of all time, Sir 
Winston, born in 1874, steered Brit¬ 
ain through some of the darkest 
times of the 20th century. 

He suffered a severe stroke on Jan¬ 
uary 15, 1965, and died on January 
24 shortly after 8am in his London 
home. 

He was 90 years old. 

He died with Lady Churchill, their 
three children and two grandchil¬ 
dren at his bedside. It is believed that 
his beloved marmalade cat Jock was 
sitting at the foot of his bed. 

News of his death was given to the 
media at 8.30am that morning, and 
within half an hour of the an¬ 
nouncement, silent crowds began to 
gather around Hyde Park Gate in 
mourning. 

Sir Winston’s death made head- 



HERO: Sir Winston Churchill 


lines around the world, with obitu¬ 
aries by world leaders, friends and 
former colleagues filling the news 
bulletins and press. 

The Times newspaper ran a front 


cover without adverts - the first time 
this had been done since World War 
One. 

The Queen paid tribute to Sir Win¬ 
ston, saying: “The whole world is 
poorer by the loss of his many-sided 
genius, while the survival of his 
country and the sister nations of the 
Commonwealth in the face of the 
greatest danger that has ever threat¬ 
ened them will be a perpetual me¬ 
morial to his leadership, his vision 
and his indomitable courage.” 

By decree of the Queen, Sir Win¬ 
ston’s body lay in state in Westmin¬ 
ster Hall for three days, visited daily 
by his widow. 

For many years, he had wanted to 
be buried in the grounds of his Kent 
home Chartwell, but eventually had 
a change of heart and was laid to 
rest at St Martin’s Church near Blen¬ 
heim, close to his birthplace and an¬ 
cestral home. 

The state funeral was held six days 
after Sir Winston’s death, on Janu¬ 
ary 30, and was watched live on TV 
by millions, in Britain and abroad. 



HISTORIC: Magna Carta in Kent 

Remarkable 
discovery of 
Magna Carta 

A LEADING historian has made the 
startling discovery that one of just four 
surviving copies of the original 1215 
Magna Carta was once held at Canter¬ 
bury Cathedral. 

The Magna Carta, signed and sealed 
by King John at Runnymede, is one of 
the most famous documents in the 
world. 

It enshrines the concept that everyone 
is subject to the law of the land and laid 
the foundation for modern society. 

And now it appears that Kent was 
home to one of the original copies. 

Professor Louise Wilkinson, from 
Canterbury Christ Church University, 
was one of the co-investigators of the 
Magna Carta Project along with 
Professor David Carpenter, from Kings 
College, London. 

She explained: “This is an amazing 
discovery. Only four copies, from the 13 
known to have been issued in 1215, 
remain in the world today; one is held 
by Lincoln Cathedral, another by 
Salisbury Cathedral and two are in the 
Cotton Collection at the British Library. 

“It is one of these two in the Cotton 
Collection that has been identified as 
Canterbury Cathedral’s Magna Carta.” 

The copy will be put on display by the 
British Library. 


Child abuser, 80, is 
jailed for 14 years 

A PENSIONER found guilty of a string of sex 
offences during the 1980s and 1990s was this 
week jailed for 14 years. 

Robin Cheesewright, 80, of St Bart’s Road, 
Sandwich, appeared before Canterbury Crown 
Court for sentencing after being found guilty of 
five charges of child sex abuse in November. 

He will also be placed on the Sex Offenders’ 
Register and remain on there indefinitely. 

He first abused his victim when she was just 
seven. When Cheesewright was arrested, he 
denied the allegations. 

Investigating officer Detective Constable 
Martin Williams said: “Cheesewright carried out 
many years of monstrous sexual abuse on a 
victim who was scared into silence from the 
beginning and too young to fight back at the time 
it happened. I commend the bravery of the victim 
in coming forward and I hope the sentence given 
to Cheesewright should demonstrate that it is 
never too late to report incidents of child abuse.” 


Gatwick expansion 
faces fresh opposition 

CAMPAIGNERS in west Kent were delighted this 
week after West Sussex County Council withdrew its 
support for a second runway at Gatwick Airport. 

Airport chiefs have been lobbying for the site near 
Crawley to be expanded, as an independent 
Government commission has been tasked with 
looking at how to expand airport capacity in the south 
east. 

After dismissing plans for the Thames Estuary 
airport, the commission has put forward proposals to 
expand either Gatwick or Heathrow. 

Those living in the west of the county had been 
opposed to Gatwick’s plans after complaining of noise 
and pollution. Hever Castle, atEdenbridge, even said it 
could spell the end of its regular flow of tourists. 

And this week West Sussex County Council joined 
Kent County Council in opposing the plans - present¬ 
ing a 20-page document with changes it feels the 
proposals need. Back in July 2013, it had given the 
plans its blessing. 

A final recommendation is due later this year. 


Owls in a flap as their 
numbers rise again 

BARN owl numbers are bouncing back after the 
weather dealt a devastating blow to their population 
in the county. 

The Kentish Stour Countryside Project (KSCP) has 
been caring for the creatures since the wet summer 
of 2012 and long cold winter of 2013 saw first their 
food supplies decimated and then chick survival 
rates plunge. 

It is estimated that numbers had fallen by 70 per 
cent nationally since the 1930s. 

But now the organisation says that 2014 saw 
numbers rally. Some 50 chicks were seen in nests - 
compared to just 10 in 2012 and 20 in 2013. 

Partnership officer Debbie Reynolds said: ‘ ‘Bam 
owls have been having a hard time in recent years, 
with UK-wide declines being recorded, due to loss of 
habitat and lack of suitable nesting sites.’ ’ 

Jon Shelton, partnership manager at KSCP, said: 

‘ ‘Last year was a good year. 

‘ ‘But we can do more to help these beautiful and 
iconic birds.” 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Get the latest update 
on Sandwich defences 


THE Environment Agency is 
holding a drop-in session at 
Sandwich Quay to update local 
residents on the town’s new tidal 
defence scheme. 

The £21.7 million flood defence 
scheme will reduce the risk of tidal 
flooding to Sandwich and Stonar Loop. 

Delivered in partnership by the 


Environment Agency, Pfizer and 
Kent County Council, it is due to be 
completed this summer. 

The drop-in session will take 
place between 9am-3pm on 
Thursday, January 29. 

Ian Nunn, operations manager at 
the agency, said: “We understand 
that members of the public might 



have additional questions about the 
scheme as it is now in the final 
stages. The drop-in session gives 
them an opportunity to come along 
and find out more.” 


Football stadium plans 
to be unveiled at ground 


FULL details of an ambitious 
redevelopment of Ebbsfleet 
United’s Stonebridge Road 
stadium will go on public 
display next week. 

Fans will be able to see the 
plans on Monday, January 26 at 
the Fleet Social Club from 6pm 
to 8pm. During the week they 
will also be submitted to 


Gravesham Borough Council. 

Fleet vice-chairman Peter 
Varney said: “We believe the 
plans will be the catalyst for the 
regeneration of Northfleet. 

“The new main stand will 
house new dressing rooms, a 
sponsors’ lounge, boardroom, 
commercial facilties, offices and 
a new community facility.” 


also 


Quiz your health chiefs 


GMB in NHS strike talks 


Check your train time 


Stack talks continue 


THE NHS West Kent Clinical Commission¬ 
ing Group will hold a governing body 
meeting on Tuesday at The River Centre in 
Tonbridge. 

The public can attend and pose ques¬ 
tions. Full details at westkentccg.nhs.uk. 


NHS staff could walk out on strike on 
Thursday as the GMB Union continues 
negotiations in a pay dispute. 

Talks were adjourned on Friday and will 
resume again on Monday. The strike 
would be for 24 hours. 


THERE will be no Southeastern services to 
Cannon Street or London Bridge today 
(Sunday), due to engineering work. 

All services will be diverted to Charing 
Cross. On Saturday all services to Charing 
Cross were suspended for the work. 


TALKS will continue this week in a bid to 
prevent the chaos of Operation Stack after 
much of Kent was blighted by the traffic 
problems this week. 

For a full round-up, turn the page to read 
the latest on the M20 problems. 



Roper Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL 01227 766655 www.lenleys.co.uk 

FURNITURE | BEDS | CURTAINS | FLOORING | ACCESSORIES 



The Harris Tweed Collection 
combines quality, style and 
durability to offer superbly 
comfortable sofas and chairs. 
All traditionally hand built 
while incorporating modern 
techniques to craft these 
timeless beautiful classics. 

Bowmore 

Grand Sofa 
WAS C2005 


Mackenzie 

Chair 

WAS £1599 


NOvU^199' 
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MPs demand 
action to stop 
Stack chaos 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


O peration stack has 

caused chaos on the 
roads of east Kent this 
week, and now, four of 
the county’s MPs have 
demanded urgent action. 

Conservative MP for Dover and 
Deal, Charlie Elphicke, alongside MPs 
Damian Collins (Folkestone), Tracey 
Crouch (Chatham) and Damian 
Green (Ashford) spent parts of Thurs¬ 
day meeting with transport minister 
Patrick McLoughlin and the roads 
minister John Hayes. 

Operation Stack takes place when 
cross-Channel travel from the Port of 
Dover, or the Channel Tunnel is dis¬ 
rupted (see story to the right). 

This week ‘phase two’ was imple¬ 
mented which sees the coastbound 
section of the M20 between junctions 
eight (for Leeds Castle) and nine 
(Ashford) turned into a lorry park. 

All other traffic was forced onto A- 
roads, causing congestion across the 
county. While the M2 was put under 


considerable strain too. At one point, 
queues stretched all the way back to 
junction two of the M20, the turning 
for Wrotham. 

The group of MPs said that the is¬ 
sue had been blighting their constitu¬ 
encies for too long, with Mr Elphicke 
branding Operation Stack ‘chaos’. 

He told KoS that road users 
shouldn’t have to suffer the problems 
which Stack brings. 

He said: “What we are seeing on 
Kent’s roads is a disgrace, and it is to¬ 
tally wrong that road users should 
have to suffer like this. 

“There needs to be a solution to this 
urgently.” 

The MP said that although Opera¬ 
tion Stack has caused carnage, there 
have been recent developments to try 
and solve the problem. 

He said: “There is movement down 
there for Eurotunnel to bring in an¬ 
other 300 spaces at its site and for the 
port to provide parking for a couple of 
hundred HGVs. 

“The county council are also trying 
to get a new lorry park off the ground, 
and there have been a few smaller 
parks being brought into use. 
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“But this isn’t enough. I, and other 
MPs in Kent are working tirelessly to 
make sure that these problems are 
solved quickly for residents who are 
struggling right now.” 

Mr Elphicke adds: “I want to see a 
network of new lorry parks being 
built to take these trucks off the road. 

“And rather than burden the coun¬ 
ty’s taxpayer, I think they should be 
paid for by foreign truckers. 

“The money should come from the 
levy on foreign HGVs travelling 
through Kent. 

“Eurotunnel also needs to pay to 
sort out this utter mess, which they 


are partly responsible for.” 

Mr Elphicke says, that as the coun¬ 
ty he calls the ‘gateway to England’, 
Kent should not have to bear the 
brunt of problems when cross-Chan¬ 
nel travel is disrupted. 

Small businesses are also feeling 
the pain of Operation Stack, which 
has left local shops struggling as sup¬ 
plies, and staff, take longer to get 
through the jams. 

Dover Fruit and Veg is a small, local 
business based in the centre of the 
town. 

Its owner, Sharon Thompson told 
KoS that it has struggled since Opera¬ 


tion Stack was implemented. 

She said: “It has played havoc with 
my business, and I know a lot of oth¬ 
ers are suffering as well. 

“Deliveries can’t get through 
quickly, which means you are always 
running behind, and the time it takes 
if you need to go out to do something 
adds an extra cost.” 

But it isn’t just the direct impact 
which has cost the business accord¬ 
ing to Ms Thompson. 

She says that fewer customers have 
been willing to visit Dover as a result 
of the traffic issues. 

She said: “It isn’t just getting sup- 




Circa 1364 CrccMiam Lane , HernJiill, Kent , ME13 9JR 01227 751207 www.theredlion.org 


NEW MENU NOW 
AVAILABLE 

Chargrill and our own Smokery Section. 
All Local Produce where possible. 

Steak Night 2 for £26.95 

including wine 

Wednesday and Thursday night 

Champagne bar 

Available for your wedding birthday, 
anniversary and all your celebrations 


Sunday Lunch 

1 course £10.50, 2 courses £13.50, 


8 Week ending January 25,2015 


KEA 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 












































plies through that’s the problem. It is 
actually getting customers in. 

“As soon as anyone hears that Op¬ 
eration Stack is in place, they’re in¬ 
stantly going to think, ‘why would I 
go there’. 

“Customers will be choosing to go 
somewhere else. That costs me mon¬ 
ey, which, in an economy which isn’t 
exactly flush, is not very helpful.” 

Did you suffer in Operation 
Stack? Share your views and 
write to: The Editor, KoS, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford 
TN23 1PP or email us editorial@ 
kosmedia.co.uk. 


Tempers fray after tunnel fire 


It was a weekend to forget for the Channel Tunnel when first a minor fire and 
then an electrical fault caused thousands of travellers to be disrupted. Not only 
that, but the problems would be the catalyst for Operation Stack on the M20 


E UROSTAR says it is to re¬ 
view its procedures follow¬ 
ing the fire last weekend in 
the Channel Tunnel which 
caused such chaos to the 
services of both it and Eurotunnel. 

Thousands of passengers were de¬ 
layed, disrupted and disgruntled by 
the fire which was detected in the 
France-bound bore of the tunnel on 
the French side of the Channel on Sat¬ 
urday morning. It was attended to by 
French emergency services and swift¬ 
ly brought under control. 

But it forced all tunnels to be closed, 
cancelling all Eurostar services - the 
fast passenger train from London to 
Paris - and Eurotunnel trains - which 
carry cars and freight from the termi¬ 
nal at Cheriton. 

John Keefe, Eurotunnel’s director of 
public affairs, explained: “The train 
had to be stopped and passengers tak¬ 
en into the service tunnel, where they 
were collected by a minibus. 

“Then we had to get all the other 
trains out of the tunnel, by reversing 
them if necessary. We have to empty 
both tunnels completely so we can in¬ 
spect and manage what’s happened 
totally safely.” 

Once the cause of the trouble - a 
smouldering load on a truck - had 


been identified, work could begin 
with a view to getting services run¬ 
ning again. Although on Sunday a 
separate electric problem caused fur¬ 
ther hold-ups. This continued 
through the week prompting one 
bore to remain closed and causing 
the backlog of lorries which sparked 
Operation Stack. 

In total last weekend, around 120 
Eurotunnel trains were cancelled dur¬ 
ing the disruption, affecting an esti¬ 
mated 10,000 to 11,000 passengers. 

Some 26 Eurostar trains were can¬ 
celled on Saturday and a further 11 on 
Sunday, each carrying up to 750 people. 

Eurostar, however, came under fire 
from customers on Twitter for not 
providing customers with enough in¬ 
formation, not allowing tickets to be 
exchanged online and keeping pas¬ 
sengers on hold for too long when 
they phoned the call centre. 

Eurostar spokesman Rob Haycocks 
said: “There are never good moments 
when lots of customers have been dis¬ 
rupted. Two things are of absolute 
primary importance: safety, and cus¬ 
tomer service. We want to make sure 
customers get where they are going 
with minimum disruption. 

“Sometimes you can’t control what 
happens in the tunnel.” 



CANCELLED: Eurostar had to cancel 26 trains last weekend 



We all need some... 



avantgS 

care & support 


Are 


you earing for someone with dementia? 

. y-v tr 4- % i r n- r* 4* 4- r* 1 »* /n a tr /n wt * a # ■ 4- ^ 4- ■ an I £ 4- 


At Avante Care and Support we understand the stresses of caring for someone with dementia. This often means putting 
your own life on hold and can be both difficult and exhausting for the carer. 

As a result we have developed a short term respite service at our Bridge Haven care home called 'My Time'. This flexible 
service offers people, caring for loved ones with dementia, a respite break and some much needed time for themselves. 

Whether it's a 2 hour break or a full day we can help. 'My Time' allows you to leave your loved one at Bridge Haven care 
home, safe in the knowledge that they will receive specialist care and attention. 

Prices start from as little as £10 per hour (minimum booking 2 hours). 

Bridge Haven care home, Conyngham Lane, Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5JX 


For more information or to book 'My Time' online visit 

www.avantemytime.org.uk or call us on 0800 975 0900 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


KEA 


Week ending January 25, 2015 9 





















xwHwm 

Intrth'fi BtukUtms 








Example: 


A Denver Log Cabin 

5m (16’5”)x4m (13’1”) 
Double glazed, 

45mm timber & Platinum Package 

comprising of 


All this for £8,749 

NOW...£6,999 ...SAVING £1,750 


AN Cabin Packages include FULL INSTALLATION 


cabin shown is Eldorado 


• Log Cabin 

• Delivered 

• Full construction 

• Felt shingle roof 


• Structural timber base 

• Supply of paint treatment 

• Roof insulation 

• Laminate flooring 


Visit our website or call us now for a brochure 


www.needextraspace.co.uk 

0845 4599444 

Johnsons Nursery, Chestfield, Kent, CT5 3JD 

Polhill Garden Centre, Halstead, Sevenoaks, Kent, TNI 4 7AD 
Newnham Court Shopping Village, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 5LH 
Bybrook Barn Garden Centre, Ashford, Kent, TN24 9JZ 

Elm Court Garden Centre, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 3JQ 

Hawley Garden Centre & Nursery Ltd, Dartford, Kent, DA2 7RB 

01227 793717 

01959 533466 

01622 730777 

01233 878412 

01634 405859 

01322 294560 

chestfield@needextraspace.co.uk 

polhill@needextraspace.co.uk 

maidstone@ needextraspace.co.uk 

ashford@needextraspace.co.uk 

gillingham@needextraspace.co.uk 

dartford@needextraspace.co.uk 
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DECADE : Nuclear power is to continue at Dungeness until 2028 - a decision which has upset some and delighted others 

Mixed reaction as nuclear plant 
given a further 10 years of life 

After a major investment programme in safety schemes - including boosting flood defences - it was 
confirmed Dungeness B will be allowed to continue operating until 2028. Jamie Weir reports 


H undreds of jobs on 
Romney Marsh have 
been safeguarded after 
it was confirmed the 
Dungeness B nuclear 
power plant would continue operat¬ 
ing until at least 2028. 

Regulators gave it the go-ahead to 
extend its life by a further 10 years, 
but divided opinion as they did so. 

Kent MEP Keith Taylor described 
it as “bad news”, while Westminster 
MP Damian Collins said he was “de¬ 
lighted”. 

The plant, which sits on the shin¬ 
gle banks on the south coast, em¬ 
ploys some 550 people directly, with 
an estimated additional 200 con¬ 
tractors servicing the site. 

It generates enough power to sup¬ 
ply 1.5 million homes and contrib¬ 
utes around £40 million to the Kent 
and East Sussex economies. 

EDF Energy, the French state- 
owned power company which oper¬ 
ates the plant, had been waiting on a 
decision after revealing last year it 
wanted to extend its life. 

It had, originally, been due to 
close in 2018. 

But a variation was allowed of one 
of the key safety regulations con¬ 
cerning the graphite bricks which 
line the core of the reactor, which 
govern the operation of the power 
station. 

By allowing the bricks, which 
cannot be replaced, to extend their 
lifespan beyond hitherto agreed lim¬ 
its - which EDF insists is still safe - it 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


won a 10-year extension. 

It was given the nod as part of a 
£150m investment programme to ex¬ 
tend the life of the station, and comes 
after extensive reviews of the plant’s 
safety cases and work with the inde¬ 
pendent nuclear regulator, the Office 
for Nuclear Regulation (ONR). 

The station says it will also be sub¬ 
ject to continuing independent safety 
reviews by the ONR. 

Improvement projects at Dunge¬ 
ness B have already included a £75m 
upgrade to control room computer 
systems and £8m on enhanced flood 
defences. 

Martin Pearson, station director at 
Dungeness B, said: “We’ve invested 
heavily in Dungeness so that we 
could make the case to safely extend 
its life. 

“Life extension means the station 
will continue to provide hundreds of 
skilled jobs and provide a launchpad 
for the apprentices who will begin 
their careers at Dungeness B.” 

EDF says it will increase contrac¬ 
tors at the site four-fold. 

Conservative MP Damian Collins 
welcomed the news and reiterated 
the case for another plant to ensure 
its long-term future. 

He said: “I will continue to press 
the case with the government for the 
longer-term future of nuclear energy 
at Dungeness beyond 2028. 

“Over the last four years I have re¬ 
peatedly taken this up at the highest 
levels of government. 

“At my request, the Prime Minister 


ordered a government review of the 
case for a new ‘Dungeness C’ power 
station. 

“This review, led by the Depart¬ 
ment for the Environment, made 
clear that the construction of a new 
power station would be possible, if it 
could be built on land that forms part 
of the existing nuclear site at Dunge¬ 
ness, including land used during the 
construction of the current facilities. 

“The government has also stressed 
that the door remains open for any 
energy company to come forward 
with proposals for a new power sta¬ 
tion. As the programme for new nu¬ 
clear power stations is now under 
way in the UK, there is growing inter¬ 
est from around the world in invest¬ 
ing here, which makes the prospects 
for Dungeness even brighter. 

“I have continually requested sup¬ 
port from ministers at the Depart¬ 
ment of Energy for the continuation 
of the production of nuclear energy at 
Dungeness. The nuclear safety in¬ 
spectorate has also given its support 
to Dungeness B, and their assessment 
includes consideration of the expan¬ 
sion of Lydd Airport, although this 
has never been a concern for the gov¬ 
ernment’s safety inspectors and as¬ 
sessors. 

“Nuclear power at Dungeness is 
also good news for the whole region. 
We need secure, low-carbon sources 
of energy that we can rely on; energy 
that does not depend on the wind 
blowing, or the importing of gas and 
oil over long distances.” 

KEA 


Opinion was different on the other 
side of the political divide, however. 

Green Party MEP for the south east 
of England, Keith Taylor, slammed 
the decision. 

He toldKoS: “Ten more years of un¬ 
safe and expensive nuclear energy 
production is bad news. Instead we 
should be focusing our efforts on the 
switch to a truly sustainable energy 
future - one which focuses on renew¬ 
able energy and energy efficiency, 
and which would deliver more jobs, 
faster carbon reductions and a funda¬ 
mentally more democratic energy 
system fit for the future.” 

His views were echoed by Kent 
Green Party chairman Stuart Jeffrey. 

He insists there are real and imme¬ 
diate safety concerns about the plant. 

Mr Jeffrey said: “There have been a 
number of serious safety concerns at 
Dungeness over the years, and EDF 
Energy will need to pump in huge 
amounts of money to keep the plant 
limping along over the extension. 

“We haven’t had an accident on the 
scale of those seen elsewhere in the 
world, but if the Japanese made a mis¬ 
take, and it happened there, then I 
certainly don’t feel comfortable about 
the plant’s safety.” 

The life extension at Dungeness B is 
part of a wider EDF Energy pro¬ 
gramme to extend the lives of its eight 
nuclear power stations. 

Based on the expected life exten¬ 
sions, all seven AGR (advanced gas- 
cooled reactor) stations will be oper¬ 
ating in 2023 when the new nuclear 


power station at Hinkley Point C is 
due to be commissioned, subject to a 
final investment decision. 

The change allowed by the ONR 
concerned the graphite bricks that 
line the core of the reactor. Over time, 
as a result of being bombarded by ra¬ 
diation, the bricks lose weight and 
can crack. 

The ONR strictly regulates the 
state of the bricks. The previous limit 
for how much the bricks could lose at 
Dungeness was 6.2 per cent - after 
that they were to be classed as hav¬ 
ing reached the end of their life. 

As the bricks line the reactor’s 
core, they cannot be replaced, which 
means the end of the bricks signals 
the end of the power station’s life. 

However, EDF, the station’s owner, 
applied to the regulator to increase 
this limit to eight per cent in order to 
extend the life of the power plant. 

Martin Pearson, station director at 
Dungeness B, said: “The increase in 
weight loss limits has been based on 
an extensive programme of model¬ 
ling and sampling. The limits are set 
at conservative levels and still in¬ 
clude wide safety margins. This gives 
us the knowledge and confidence 
that the reactors are well within safe 
limits of operation.” 

What do you think? Should the 
plant be allowed to continue? 
Share your views and join the de¬ 
bate. Write to: The Editor, KoS, 
Kent House, 81 Station Road, 
Ashford TN23 1PP. Or email edi- 
torial@kosmedia.co.uk 
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WESTMINSTER: A1 Murray’s character 
wants to become an MP 


i*ii. 






if 


raises a glass and 
lays down the challenge to Ukip 


If you think politics is full of comedians, the announcement earlier this month that comic A1 Murray 
is to unleash his Pub Landlord creation to compete in the South Thanet election will only 

compound that theory. We caught up with the comic creation to talk tactics... 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


T HEY often say that the best 
place to gauge opinion 
ahead of an election is by 
chatting to the regulars 
down the pub. 

It is rare, however, that the pub be¬ 
comes the battleground. 

But by May we’re likely to have 
seen an awful lot of politicans in the 
pub - as Nigel Farage’s bid to secure 
another seat at Westminster for Ukip 
collides head-on with the entry of 
comedy character the Pub Landlord, 
aka comedian A1 Murray. 

Representing the Freedom of the 
United Kingdom party (FUKP - see 
what he did there?), A1 Murray’s en¬ 
try into the South Thanet campaign 
will ensure it is comfortably one of 
the most high-profile seats contested 
at the general election. 

He and Westerham’s Mr Farage 
will slug it out across the bar for votes. 
And if you ever thought Nigel Farage’s 
policies were a little extreme ... then 
you ain’t seen nothing yet. 

So where better than the local pub 
to sit and discuss with Mr Murray’s 
alter ego his first bid to win a place 
within the corridors of power? 

Let’s get some of the basics out of 
the way first. First, should he win, he 
will start a campaign to make Thanet 
the capital of the UK. And to celebrate 
that, the district will be able to raise 
the first lp pint. 

But why his push for power now? 
“Destiny’s trumpet sounded,” he 
revealed. 

“Every now and again you need to 
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heed the call of history, meet fate’s 
battle-cry. 

“But mainly because the gaff is qui¬ 
et during the week and it seemed like 
it might be a laugh. 

“From tiny acorns mighty oaks are 
grown. It [becoming Prime Minister] 
could happen. You never know. May¬ 
be. Possibly. I’m not saying I’m plan¬ 
ning on it happening, but I never 
thought I’d stand for Parliament in 
the first place.” 

So what of the political hot potato 
that is Manston? For the Pub Land¬ 
lord, its success will dovetail with his 
immigration strategy. 

“Manston should remain an air¬ 
field and that’s that,” the Pub Land¬ 
lord told KoS. 

“Indeed, I have big plans for Man¬ 
ston. It will be reopened as a fighter 
station, and will be home to four 
squadrons of Spitfires, which will be 
built in South Thanet and which will 
patrol the Channel on the lookout for 
suspicious Romanian-packed vessels 
or whatever. 

“I have pledged to set up a demilita¬ 
rised zone between north and south 
Thanet. Tensions have run high since 
the constituency was split in two in 
1974, so I would hope to go further 
and bring in UN peacekeepers to keep 
an eye on Margate sea front. 

“Also, you know the old saying, 
with great power comes a great ex¬ 
pense account. There is such a thing 
as a free lunch. With that expense ac¬ 
count I will buy South Thanet lunch. 

“I believe in giving people what 
they want. Other policies include 
bringing back hunting with foxes - 
you know chickens are vermin too; 
jet packs by 2020; and fracking eve¬ 



rywhere except where my voters 
live.” 

Despite accusations that he didn’t 
know where South Thanet was, the 
loud-mouthed character swiftly re¬ 
buffed any criticism, saying that he 
cared deeply about the place. 

He said: “Of course I care. I know 
sometimes in politics it looks like can¬ 
didates just get parachuted in by their 
central office and the locals have to 
make do with whoever they get. Well, 
I won’t be parachuted in. I think I’ll 
come by train. Which station is it?” 

But he told KoS he wasn’t sure he 
cared deeply enough to move to 
South Thanet should he win the elec¬ 
tion. 

He said: “I’m different from 
other politicians. I’m not going 
to make promises I can’t keep. 

In other words, I don’t know. 

It depends. Will I be able to 
claim the mortgage back 
on expenses?” 

And if you thought 
Ukip’s stance on immi¬ 
gration was tough, well, 
what about this? 

“As I understand it, 
my headline policy of 
bricking up the Channel 
Tunnel was well re¬ 
ceived last week. So we’d 
get on with that,” the 
Pub Landlord said. 

And what about his 
political opponent, Mr 
Farage? 

“He’s a posh fella who 
likes pints. There are 
plenty of those out 
there,” he said. 

“Trouble is, he strikes 


me as a bit of 
a leftie, 
w i s h y - 
washy type. 

“A man of 
his age and 
build and re¬ 
puted intake | 
probably goes 
for some kind of 
bitter as I doubt 
he can handle 
the gas from 
lager. 


“Mind you, we’ve never seen 
\ him actually drink these pints, 
11 just wave them around, so 
1 “I who’s to know? 

“The voters in South Thanet 
are sensible people - stout yeo¬ 
men and women of the Garden 
of England. 

“They know their votes are 
I precious and were hard won. 
Which is why I say to them: if 
what you want is FUKP, then vote 
FUKP.” 







Established 1981 


Over 57,000 customers! 



Limited 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,51 2 in* VAT 


Our January Sale Now On! 

...Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 
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5 WINDOWS 

£1,890 i&3« 

6 WINDOWS 
£2,268 ,£'4 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,646 ,££, 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,891 £1 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,364“ 

6 WINDOWS 

£2,836£o 

7 WINDOWS 

£3.309 


D 

inc VAT 


-OO 

inc VAT 


-OO 

inc VAT 


-OO 

inc VAT 
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WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 

£2,836 £°„ 

WINDOWS 

£3,309^ 


Celebrating over 34 years 
of beautiful windows... 
Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request. 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! Order now for fitting before Christmas 





Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 




Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Supaglaze it! 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
3rd 

Febraary 




AS HEARD ON heart 

103.1 1028 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) I- 

HI RQJ 9QJ RQfi Open 6 days a week v bseni2iso-i 

w 1 WWW Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman Square Sittingbourne 01795422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. | 

13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322290525 www.supaglazing.com S 
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Make your 
Valentine’s Special 


Your Exceptional Meal will include 

Bellini & Canapes on arrival 
5 Course Dinner 
Tea or Coffee with Petit Fours 
From £49 for Lunch and £59 for Dinner 


Fancy a Lighter Celebration? 

Enjoy a delicious and romantic Afternoon Tea, including a 
glass of sparkling Chapel Down “Chalksole Vintage Reserve” 

From £59 for two 

Loving lunch? 

Enjoy a luscious Lunch, including a Bellini and delicious 
5 course lunch. 

Just £98 for two 

Want to make a night of it? 

Stay overnight on 13th February, including your 
Romantic Dinner and Delicious Breakfast 


Just £199 for two 



The Denture Clinic 



"Smile with Confidence” 

Enjoy a 10% discount 
on all new dentures 
started in January 

Call today for a FREE initial consultation 
31 Roper Close, Canterbury, 01227 764241 
110 High Street, Broadstairs, 01843 600789 

www.dentureclinicincanterbury.co.uk 

www.dentureclinicinbroadstairs.co.uk 


Giant bands in 
tiny venues - 
Kent’s part on 
path to glory 

Do you complain about Kent rarely getting the 
biggest names performing here? Well, think 
again. As this special report reveals, we have 
had more than our fair share of superstars as 
they set out on the road to fame and success 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


E VERY music fan 
longs to catch a ris¬ 
ing band in a small 
venue before they go 
on to bigger and bet¬ 
ter things. And where better 
than in this county of ours? 
It’s easy to suggest Kent is 


something of a music back¬ 
water - struggling to escape 
the long shadow cast by Lon¬ 
don. 

But over the years you 
could have seen everyone 
from The Beatles to the 
Stones, Hendrix to Bowie. 

We take a look at ten of the 
biggest bands to have played 
in the county before they had 


made it big. 

And remember, if you were 
at one of these shows, or want 
to share your memories of a 
great show you saw, get in 
touch and share your story. 

Write to: The Editor, Kent 
on Sunday, Kent House, 81 
Station Road, Ashford TN23 
1PP, or email editorial@kos- 
media.co.uk. 


Oakwood House 

Oakwood House, a grand Victorian mansion, is located 
just off the Tonbridge Road in Maidstone, Kent. 

A first-class venue for for weddings and events, The Victorian mansion’s deep-rooted 
history is clear for all to see, combining classical architecture and period features 
together with a sense of contemporary living throughout the interior of the building. 


Valentines Dinner 

14th February I £39.95 per person 

Treat the love of your life to a romantic 4 course dinner 
whilst listening to romantic classics by Sue Barnes. 
Why not complete your evening and stay overnight 
with our valentines packages. 




Wedding Fayre 
15th February I FREE I 11.00am - 3.00pm 

The perfect venue for your wedding. 

Meet our dedicated wedding coordinators and local 
suppliers offering inspirational ideas for your special day. 



Oakwood House 


Oakwood House, Oakwood Park, Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AE 
T: 01622 620720 I F: 01622 763704 
E: info@oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk I W: www.oakwoodhousehotel.co.uk 

Follow us on Twitter @HotelMaidstone @GenuineHotels 
^ Follow us on Facebook/OakwoodHouseOfficial 



Who? U2 
When? 

November 11, 1980 

Where? 

University of Kent, 
Canterbury 


Try to get a ticket for one 
of the band’s recent 02 
shows and you needed 
lightning reflexes and 
deep pockets. 

Obtaining a ticket back 
in 1980 was a slightly less 
manic affair. 

The Irish band, who 
had signed to Island in 
the March, were touring 


to promote debut album 
Boy, which had been 
released the month 
before what may prove to 
be their one and only 
Kent concert. 

October followed the 
year after and then War, 
all of which paved the 
way for the Unforgettable 
Fire in 1984, which 


brought them massive 
breakthrough success 
and a famous perform¬ 
ance, the year after, at 
Live Aid. 

Singer Bono is no 
stranger to Kent - he’s 
often been seen at the 
home of close friend Bob 
Geldof, who lives in 
Faversham. 


THE BEATLES 
January 12,1963 
Invicta Ballroom, Chatham 


Who? 

When? 

Where? 

You may have heard of 
this popular beat combo. 
But the foursome who 
would become the 
biggest band in the world 
had humble beginnings. 

This show was just a 
month after the band had 
completed their last 
German residency and 


were on the brink of 
enormous success. 

Love Me Do, the band’s 
first single, had been 
released the previous 
October and reached 
number 17. Followup 
Please Please Me had 
just been released and 
would climb to become 


the band’s first number 
one. 

This show would be 
followed, later in the year 
as Beatlemania got 
rolling, with six back-to- 
back shows at Margate’s 
Winter Gardens in the 
July; an early indicator of 
their meteoric rise. 
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Who? DAVID BOWIE 

When? June 16, 1962 

Where? Bromley Technical High School 


Who? RADIOHEAD 

When? November 17, 1992 

Where? University of Kent, Canterbury 




When David Bowie - or David 
Jones as he was then - was 
just five years old, his 1 
parents (who, legend has 
it, met at the cinema in 
Tunbridge Wells) 
moved to Bromley, 
which was then part of 
Kent. 

It was the start of a 
long association 
with the county 
which would 
also see him 
perform live in 


Who? 

PINK FLOYD 
When? 

November 19, 

1966 

Where? 

Technical 
College, 

Canterbury 

One thing you 
could never say 
about Pink Floyd 
is that they 
didn’t put the 
effort in. After 
forming in 1965, the 
band performed 
extensively as they 
became a key player in 
London’s underground 
music scene. 

So it was perhaps little 


Maidstone. 

As a consequence, Kent saw 
more than its fair share of early 
performances by the young 
singer, including a very early 
performance when, as part of 
the band The Konrads, he took 
to the stage during the school’s 
summer fete. 

Over the following three 


Who? 

When? 

Where? 


years he performed at a host of 
shows. These included dates at 
Wye College, near Ashford; 
the Star Club in Maidstone; 
Deal’s Astor Theatre; and gigs 
in Sellindge, Little stone, 
Minster and Sheerness. 

He would finally crack the 
big time in 1969 when Space 
Oddity became a huge hit. 


They would go on to 
become one of the most 
influential bands of a 
generation, but just 
before the Britpop 
explosion catapulted 
guitar bands from the 
university circuit to the 
top of the charts, 
Radiohead were 


MUSE 

January 15, 1999 

The Forum, Tunbridge Wells 


supporting rising 
bands and hoping to 
build up a following. 
Debut single Creep had 
alerted few other than 
the NME die-hards 
when it was released, 
and after a tour 
supporting The Frank 
and Walters, a chirpy 
Irish group, they 
went on tour with 
Hull trio Kingmak¬ 
er. At Canterbury 
they joined a 
juggler on the 


be Forum must 
>e sick to the back 
teeth of references to 
its previous incarna¬ 
tion as a public toilet, 
but it has proved 
uncannily good at 
flushing out some of 
the biggest bands. 


Just a few days after 
the release of their 
second EP, Muscle 
Museum, Muse 
performed in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells as they 
started to build up 
interest. 

By November they 


had released their 
debut album, 

Showbiz. 

Today hailed as one 
of the finest live 
bands on the planet, 
Muse have sold 
millions of records 
around the world. 


undercard. 

The following year 
they would release 
Pablo Honey, their 
debut album, while 
Creep would attract 
attention from the US. 

They would continue 
to rise slowly with 
follow-up album The 
Bends before 1996’s OK 
Computer elevated 
them to stadium status. 
Kingmaker, on the 
other hand, fizzled out 
after one top 10 hit. 


^surprise that they 
r swung by the 
■county in November 
"of 1966. By this time the 
band had been spotted 
and they were dropping 
the R&B covers they 
performed and replacing 
them with original songs 
penned by Syd Barrett. 

Within months, they 
would have signed to 
EMI and the following 


year they enjoyed 
success with debut The 
Piper at the Gates of 
Dawn, in the run-up to 
which they would also 
perform at the Supreme 
Ballroom, Ramsgate, the 
Court Hotel in Bromley 
and the Ballroom at 
Margate’s Dreamland. 

Dark Side of the Moon 
in 1973 remains one of 
the all-time greats. 


Who? ROLLING STONES 

When? November 1, 1963 

Where? Odeon Theatre, Rochester 


Kent played host to a 
number of the very earliest 
impromptu performances 
by the Rolling Stones. 

When Mick Jagger met 
Keith Richards at Dartford 
station, the two local 
schoolboys hit it off. 

They would go on to 


make a band second only to 
the Beatles in their com¬ 
mercial and popular clout. 

In 1963, on their first UK 
tour - just a year after they 
formed - they performed at 
the Odeon Theatre in 
Rochester. 

The following year they 


played two shows in a day 
at the Granada Theatre in 
Maidstone - the venue that 
would become the ABC 
cinema which closed in 
1999 - as well as dates in 
Chatham, Tunbridge Wells 
and Ramsgate. 



Volunteer Centres 


East Kent 


Do you like driving? 

Do you have time on your hands? 
Do you like helping others? 



If you've answered Yas So IfmSc-1htto simple l|LKiJlrotYS.ytu rould to just the pertoh we're 
looking ior VoJurtiaaf across East Ka*l are racreiling voluntear oncers to* (hair 

(renfiport sarvicft. volunteers um ih&if own cars to take tidarly, r*aa o* disabled peopte w 
essential appoinbtonts. You won't to out of pocket and are tufa to find \m opportunity a 
rewarding and enririung expemence. 

Give us a call now on 0300 365 004$ and SolOCt the number for your 
district 



DAY OUT 
TH0MA5 


MAKE THEIR DAY 

■F M r ! . «!.).** 


7 OUT 
WITI 


*■ Join Thomas & Friends™ ■■ 
at a Heritage Railway near you. 
Experience a ride on a real steam 
train and take part in 
Thomas-themed activities. 

Kent & East Sussex Railway 
* Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HE * 




Kent & East Sussex Railway 

TENTERDEN TOWN STATION 

Telephone 01580 765155 • kesr.org.uk 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


KEA 


Week endingjanuary 25, 2015 15 


































Who? 

When? 

Where? 


Who? 

When? 

Where? 


JIMI HENDRIX 

December 31, 1966 

Hillside Social Club, Folkestone 


THE CURE/JOY DIVISION 
June 16, 1979 
University of Kent 




You may well be on the brink 
of making rock history, but 
there’s always time to see your 
mum. 

Bassist Noel Redding had 
invited his bandmates from 
the Jimi Hendrix Experience 
down to Folkestone to see his 
mother on New Year’s 
Eve, 1966, 
after a 
gig at 
the 
Hill¬ 
side 
Social 
Club 


in Dover Road. 

It was an exciting time for 
the band. Their reputation had 
been growing and the release 
of debut single Hey Joe just 
days before hinted at big 
things. 

Earlier in the 
year they had 
played a show at 
Chislehurst Caves 
- which then 
staged regular 
shows, including 
performances 
from a young 
David Bowie. 


Who? 

When? 

Where? 


According to Redding, after 
the show they went to his 
mother’s chilly house. Cold, 
Hendrix asked her if he could 
stand next to her fireplace to 
warm himself. She agreed, but 
her Great Dane was in the way, 
to which Hendrix responded, 
“Aw, move over, Rover, and let 
Jimi take over”. 

It would be the inspiration 
for Fire - opening track on the 
classic Are You Experienced. 

Hendrix’s flame would burn 
brightly but shortly. He died of 
a drugs overdose in 1970 at 
the age of 27. 


LED ZEPPELIN 

December 13, 1968 

Bridge Place County Club, Bridge 


Bridge, on the outskirts of 
Canterbury, is not very 
rock ‘n’ roll. A picturesque 
village surrounded by 
fields and countryside, it 
did, however, manage to 
host one of the earliest 
ever UK shows by Led 
Zeppelin. 

They were formed from 
the ashes of hit band The 
Yardbirds, and a flyer for 
the show still sees them 
billed as such - despite 


the band having imploded 
earlier in the year and a 
legal threat telling the 
new-look band to drop the 
name. 

The first shows as Led 
Zeppelin began in the 
October. Their epony¬ 
mous debut LP was 
released the month after, 
and the rest is history. 

Tickets for the Bridge 
show? A mere 37 pence. 
How things change. 


Sometimes, you just 
get lucky. So if you 
were one of the few 
who picked up a 
ticket to see rising 
Goth star The Cure 
- fresh from the 
release of their debut 
album, Three 
Imaginary Boys, in 
May 1979 - you got a 
bonus. 

Because support¬ 
ing them were 
post-punk band Joy 
Division - perform¬ 
ing the day after their 
first album with 
Factory Records, 

Unknown 
Pleasures, 
was 

released. 

Less 
than a 
year later 
Ian Curtis, 
the band’s 
frontman, 
would 
commit 
suicide 


and New Order 
would rise from the 
ashes. 

The Cure, mean¬ 
while, would spawn a 
generation copying 
their penchant for big 
hair and smudged 
lipstick, as well as 
becoming one of the 


SHARE YOUR MEMORIES 


If you were at one of these shows - 
or want to share your memories of 
a great show you saw - get in touch 


and share your story. 

Write to us at editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk. 





PASSIONATE ABOUT KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 

www.m-b-k.co.uk 


Kent 

County 

Council 


TRADING 

STANDARDS 


IAPPROVEDI 


working in partnership with 

Checkatrade 


No Chimney? /Yigc 
No Problem.. 

Specialists in stoves and fires - wood and multifuel 

Brands: 

• Hunter • Avalon • Cleanburn • Arada • Villager 
• Firestorm • Romotop • Termatech • Firebelly 


Call us to make your dreams a reality 

& SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL TRADER 


Survey, 

01622 619876 


The Oast, Clock House Farm Heath Rd, 
Coxheath, Maidstone ME17 4PB 


Design, 


Quotations 


Est 1987 iS L/ 


&)e&icyn Stoc/ro- 


Supply and installation of all types 
of flue systems 

• Pre-pack fuel and accessories 

• Chimney’s rebuilt and repointed 

• NACS registered chimney sweep 

• Hetas registered installer 


© 01634 855098 

43 SKINNER STREET GILLINGHAM KENT ME7 I LG 


www.medwaystovesandfires.com 
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Pinewood Camping Pods 

Sleep within roaring distance of our lions, 
cheetah and tigers! 

Putting the fun back into camping, Pinewood 
offers a wild stay at a great price. 


New for 


2015 


aspinall .org 

0844 855 0274 

ID, KENT, SAT NAV CT21 4LR 
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CASH AND CARRY CLEARANCE SALE 


All Prices Include VAT Free Delivery Free Parking Trade Counter asadvertedcii 

Call us NOWon 01797 363623 for more 
SPECIAL OFFERS or visit our showroom 


Opening Times 
Mon - Fri 7,30 - 5. 30pff) j 
Saturday 9.00 - 3.00pm 
Sunday Closed 


ALLBITS PLUMBING SUPPLIES - Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road 
Mountfield Industrial Estate, New Romney, Kent, TN288LH 


^fibitsN ALLBITS 

Bathroom J HUGE Discounts at East Kent’s 
fu'km.ijing / L ar g es t Bathroom Showroom 

^ 01797 363623 

CAI C HUGE WAREHOUSE 

3ALC CLEARANCE SALE 


MASSIVE Discounts while stocks last 


Frameless 8mm 
Shower Doors 
from £99 


Pan & Cisterns 
from £49 


Stone Resin 
Shower Trays 
from £39 


Radiators 
from £13.50 


riTrw offer* wtfy 


Basin & Peds 
from £25 


Taps 
from £10 
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Changing face of our chinches: 
Progress or loss of our heritage? 

They are significant landmarks in our towns and villages, but many are having to embrace change in 
order to survive in the 21st century Not that all members of the congregation are behind the moves... 


By Sarah Linney 

sarah.Linney@archant.co.uk 


C HURCHES face a dilemma. 

Steadily declining or low 
congregations are making 
the sums struggle to add up. 
Just how do you keep a ma¬ 
jor building afloat in an era where 
funding is so difficult to acquire? 

The answer, some believe, is to em¬ 
brace change and become more versa¬ 
tile. Yet change is not something 
which sits comfortably with many 
when it comes to places of worship. 

All of which stokes emotions and di¬ 
vides communities. 

Those involved in the transforma¬ 
tion, four years ago, of St Mary’s in 
Ashford town centre will remember 
the battle it faced when it chose to go 
in a very different direction. 

It wanted to re-focus itself as place 
of worship by day, and a versatile arts 
venue by night (see box). In short, it 
proved a great success, enriching the 
local community and protecting the 
future of one of the town’s historic 
landmarks. 

But for some, the perceived benefits 
of modernisation - increased comfort, 
access and flexibility - outweigh the 
loss of historic fittings, fixtures and 
fabrics. 

But others believe we have a duty to 
preserve their ancient beauty for fu¬ 
ture generations - and if pews can be a 
little bit hard and cold then we really 
just have to grin and bear it. 

St George’s Church, in Deal, 
changed its approach back in 2007. 

Pews were removed and underfloor 
heating, a new floor, viewing facilities 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


and audiovisual equipment were in¬ 
stalled. 

The church is now one of the venues 
for the annual Deal Festival of Music 
and the Arts and regularly hosts con¬ 
certs and theatrical performances by 
schools, bands and other groups. 

Explains the Reverend Shiela Por¬ 
ter: “It is really a very nice venue now. 

“We can get more than 400 people 
in, which means people can sell more 
tickets for their events - and we have 
excellent acoustics for music. 

“It was just a natural thing to open 
it up to the community. Once you have 
a nice venue you want it to be open for 
other people to use. 

“Our aim is only to break even - we 
want to give to the community, not 
make money out of them, so we put in 
charges that are reasonable.” 

And although feathers may have 
been ruffled at first, the removal of the 
pews has provided added flexibility. 

“We can clear all the chairs out,” 
Mrs Porter reflects, “and have a huge 
open space, or set up tables. 

“I think it’s one of the best perform¬ 
ance venues in Deal. That’s the feedback 
I’ve had. We have never needed to ad¬ 
vertise - people have come to us, and I 
think now we are known in the area.” 

And she says that, since then, the 
church has forged a closer relation¬ 
ship with non-churchgoers in the 
town and beyond. 

“Because it is a very up-to-date ven¬ 
ue, it has helped people to realise that 
churches are not just something from 
the past. And we always have displays 
up on what’s going on for us as a 
church community.” 

St Mary’s Church, in Kennington, 
Ashford, is the latest to hit the holy 


headlines with its modernisation pro¬ 
posals. And they are nowhere near as 
dramatic as its town centre namesake. 

Somewhat more modestly, there 
are plans to remove the pews in the 
pretty church to make the floor even, 
improving access for disabled people, 
and also to move the font. 

Worshipper Fiona Sussams from 
Kennington is not convinced. 

She told KoS: “It is a beautiful 
church, and the pews are an integral 
part of the church from an historic 
and architectural point of view, and 
they are part and parcel of your expe¬ 
rience of church. They offer privacy 
which chairs don’t offer. This ruins the 
heritage of the church and deprives fu¬ 
ture generations of that experience. 


THE reordering of St Mary’s Church 
in Ashford town centre was one 
which sparked considerable debate 
prior to its transformation in 2011. 

It faced a dilemma. Dwindling 
congregations but commanding a 
town centre location was making it 
difficult for the sums to add up. So 
how best to continue to allow it to be 
a place of worship but embrace oth¬ 
er opportunities too? 

The answer? Turning it into a 
versatile, yet modest, performance 
space by night, with professional 
lighting and sound and the facility 
to welcome audiences. And church 
services continue as before by day. 

Today, after a £1.7m investment - 
supported by the local and county 
councils - it stands as a notable suc- 


“I’m saying what a lot of people are 
frightened to say. A lot of people are 
very wary of being seen to have an 
opposite view. 

“We are all behind the idea of bet¬ 
ter access, but it doesn’t have to in¬ 
volve something as radical as strip¬ 
ping out the interior.” 

One of the hopes is that it will cre¬ 
ate a more informal atmosphere with 
what is has dubbed as a ‘cafe-style 
worship’, prompting more discussion 
based learning. 

Mrs Sussams is unlikely to be lead¬ 
ing the charge. She says: “Is cafe cul¬ 
ture what people want? That’s anoth¬ 
er discussion to be had as it feels like it 
has been imposed on us. It is not driv¬ 
en by a large proportion of the con- 


cess story for a town once starved of 
culture and, more significantly, an 
arts venue. 

Now it is a thriving and popular 
venue for a variety of performances, 
attracting big names and emerging 
talent, following the footsteps of ven¬ 
ues like Islington’s acclaimed Union 
Chapel by embracing progress while 
maintaining tradition. 

But it was certainly not without 
opponents. 

Protestor Chris Cooper camped in 
the churchyard in 2010, dressed in 
black, to show how strongly he felt 
about the plans. 

Mr Cooper, then 31, was ordered 
by police to remove his tent, despite 
initially saying he would stay there 
until a public inquiry into the plans 


gregation and it is wrong to margin¬ 
alise people who have been coming to 
church for 40 or 50 years and have a 
more traditional approach.” 

But the counter argument is that 
churches need to remain an integral 
part of their communities and need to 
adapt to do so. 

Whether that is dramatically or 
with more modest proposals such as 
those in Kennington. 

“We have had a number of instanc¬ 
es where people with wheelchairs 
couldn’t get to the front of the church 
at weddings and funerals where they 
were close family members,” ex¬ 
plained Shirley Leslie, who is the 


was held. 

The bellringer was also reported 
to have staged a hunger strike in 
protest, but clearly survived as three 
years later he was escorted from a 
church meeting by police, dressed 
as a vicar. 

He had attempted to drown the 
meeting out by reading a service 
from 1662 which he described as “a 
denouncement of God’s anger 
against impenitent sinners”. 

Mr Cooper, who stood for Ukip in 
an Ashford Borough Council by- 
election two years ago, was also re¬ 
moved from his post as bellmaster at 
St Nicholas Church, in Leeds, near 
Maidstone, in 2004 after refusing to 
ring the bells during family services 
which he felt were too modern. 
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Continued from Page 19 

church treasurer in Kennington and 
the chair of the steering group work¬ 
ing on the project. 

“We have a wedding coming up this 
summer where the father of the bride 
is in a wheelchair, and he desperately 
wants to give her away. 

“But there are steps everywhere; at 
the door, into the pews - which stand 
on an oak platform - at the chancel, 
into the side aisle. We have had people 
nearly fall out of wheelchairs trying to 
negotiate them. And a husband com¬ 
ing to his wife’s funeral wants to be at 
the front - he doesn’t want to be at the 
back because it’s the only place we can 
park a wheelchair. 

“We tried moving two pews so we 
had a bit of space to park wheelchairs, 
but we still had the pew platform. 
What the church really needs is a level 
floor throughout.” 

The plan is not to destroy the Victo¬ 
rian oak platform but to overlay it with 
a new floor, so future generations have 
the option of putting it back. 

However, this will mean removing 
every piece of fixed furniture, includ¬ 
ing the pews - which would be re¬ 
placed with padded chairs - and would 
also be an opportunity to change the 
position of the font. 

“The pews have to be fixed to a pew 
platform - and if we put a platform 
back we have destroyed the point,” 
Mrs Leslie explained. 

“The font is right by the entrance 
door, and the pews all face the east 
end, so most people are not looking at 
the font. We do more than 50 baptisms 
a year, and people have to turn round 
which is very uncomfortable. If we 
had chairs we could arrange them in a 
semicircle around the font. 


“We have people who feel really 
strongly that pews are not comforta¬ 
ble, including people with back trou¬ 
ble who can only come to services that 
don’t last very long.” 

Mrs Leslie says the changes will also 
help the church to attract a younger 
congregation. 

“We have been experimenting with 
something called cafe-style worship, 
where people sit round tables and have 
discussions which they then feed back 
to the group,” she said. 

“Our congregation is growing, par¬ 
ticularly among couples with young 
children, and we are moving more to¬ 
wards evangelical type worship. The 
younger members prefer the less for¬ 
mal ethos.” 

But she says that not everyone is 
happy about the proposals. 

“We had a big meeting earlier this 
month and there were very genuine 
opinions on both sides,” Mrs Leslie 
said. 

“I would say there were more people 
in favour than against. There are peo¬ 
ple who want to hang onto the Victori- 
ana, but there are other people who 
say you don’t have to have pews to 
worship.” 

St John the Baptist Church, in Me- 
opham, has also removed its pews as 
part of a refurbishment which church¬ 
warden Roger Wisdom says was badly 
needed. 

“The church was constantly cold - 
the radiators did not perform very 
well,” he explained. 

“A lot of pews were becoming dan¬ 
gerous. We had to keep repairing them 
because of woodworm and they kept 
bending in the middle.” 

After a legacy gave the church the 
cash it needed, the pews - which were 
on wooden platforms - were replaced 



with comfortable chairs, underfloor 
heating and new lighting were in¬ 
stalled, and new limestone tiles were 
laid, making the floor level. 

“There was opposition to the remov¬ 
al of the pews - a few members of the 
congregation were initially concerned 
about where they might sit, and there 
were people from the village who ob¬ 
jected,” Mr Wisdom said. 

“But it was not a lot of people, and 
when we explained the benefits of it 
they were happy about it. 

“It is lovely and warm now all the 
time, and we have beautiful soft 
chairs, and everyone thinks how won¬ 
derful it is. A lot of people wanted to 
buy the pews for their home or garden 
or restaurant. 

“The church seats a lot more people 
now. When the church was built, there 
were no pews, just a stone floor, and it 


would be used by the whole village.” 

The church has also been able to 
host a wide range of events. 

“There was no room for a play, a 
concert or a choir before,” Mr Wisdom 
said. 

“But now we have had several choirs 
and concerts, a circus, barn dances 
and a black tie dinner with round ta¬ 
bles - you can move the chairs to 
whatever position you like. 

“We had an events year, when dif¬ 
ferent artists came to perform - that 
was very successful, and the church 
was quite full most of the time. More 
people use the church now, because 
more people know about the facilities. 

“We have the heating on very low 
all the time now, so we don’t have to 
have it on much, which reduces our 
overall heating costs - and they were 
quite high. People used to complain 


that the church couldn’t be used be¬ 
cause it was so cold.” 

Any church which wants to make 
major changes to its interior has to 
seek permission from the diocese - 
and the process can be a lengthy one. 

Canterbury diocese spokeswoman 
Emily Shepherd said: “The diocese 
supports church communities who 
wish to review whether their church 
buildings are fit for community use 
and worship in the 21st century. 

“For some the answer is re-ordering 
the interior of church, for example re¬ 
moving pews, or installing lavatories 
or kitchens. Where this is the case, the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee works 
with church communities to help 
them through the legal and consulta¬ 
tive processes, which must be com¬ 
pleted before any works are carried 
out.” 


FREE microchipping 
from Dogs Trust 
at a vet near you! 

Micro* hip ping helps identify your dog if lost or 

stolen and it will soon be a legal obligation for all 
flogs to be chipped - so don't mess out. 

Call: 0330 123 0334 or 
visit www.chipinydog.org.uk 

for your nearest participating vet. 




DogsTrust 


Registered Charity Number; 227523 


GIRUNGS' 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221999 

or Text compensation to 88802 
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 
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Oscar-winner’s vow 
for Margate movie 
to be his swansong 

Molly Kersey speaks to Arnold Schwartzman, the acclaimed 
movie maker and designer, on his most personal project yet 


A RNOLD Schwartzman is 
sitting at home sipping a 
cup of tea and enjoying a 
light breakfast when we 
speak. 

His meal is perched on a mat with 
the slogan Td rather be in Margate.’ 

The truth of that is, perhaps, a little 
debatable. 

Because the 79-year-old is in his 
home in Hollywood, with tempera¬ 
tures a balmy 20 degrees or so. Back 
in his home county of Kent, it is strug¬ 
gling to get above zero and snow is on 
its way. 

Mr Schwartzman has lived in Los 
Angeles since 1978 - plying a trade 
which has seen him become of the 
movie industry’s most respected fig¬ 
ures and develop a CV to die for. 

He won an Academy Award in 
1981 for his documentary Genocide - 
a hard-hitting piece of film chroni¬ 
cling the horrors of the Holocaust 


through newsreels, photographs and 
montages. It was narrated by Orson 
Welles and Elizabeth Taylor. 

A talented graphic designer, Mr 
Schwartzman was director of design 
for the 1984 Olympic Games in Los 
Angeles and since 1996, he has de¬ 
signed many of the key elements for 
the Academy Awards, such as posters, 
cinema trailers and billboards. 

In 2002 he received an OBE from 
the Oueen for his contribution to the 
movie industry. 

But perhaps most surprising of all 
is that he remains thoroughly deter¬ 
mined to make a documentary about 
Margate - the town where he lived 
and grew up as a child. And he says it 
may prove not only his final work, but 
his most personal yet. 

It was there that he first saw some 
of the entertainment world’s most 
celebrated performers at the town’s 
Winter Gardens theatre; the likes of 


Laurel and Hardy, the Beatles and 
Tommy Cooper. 

In recent years he has been creat¬ 
ing a documentary about the town, 
Margate Paradiso, using old film 
clips, posters and live action footage. 

“All that’s lacking now is funding,’’ 
he told KoS. 

“I have put together a short trailer 
which I have shown to a number of sig¬ 
nificant people in Hollywood. I am get¬ 
ting a little embarrassed because peo¬ 
ple keep asking me when it’s coming 
out, but it won’t be long. 

“The time I spent in Margate was 
magical so this is a real labour of love. 

“I have had a big offer from a very 
well-known actor, who I won’t name 
yet, who wants to narrate it, so I’m 
sure it will be a success when it’s com¬ 
pleted, I think it’s my swansong, my 
favourite project of all time. It’s so 
personal.” 

Mr Schwartzman still pays regular 



OSCAR: Mr Schwartzman with his award. Credit: Christopher Guy 

visits to the seaside town memories for him, and Thanet in March, May 
which holds such happy will be jetting back to and July - when he will 
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Keep Worm, Keep Well 

Spending over two hours at 12°C raises blood 
pressure, increasing the risk of heart disease and JL 
stroke, especially for people over 75, or with health 
problems. 

• Look out for others who are alone this winter 

• 1 8°C - 21 °C is the ideal room temperature 

• Check your heating system is working 

• Stock up on basic food items 

• Wrap up with lots of thinner layers of clothing 

• Ask your GP about free flu and pneumoccal jabs (over 
65s and at-risk groups) 

• Ask your pharmacist about repeat prescriptions and 
home delivery 


Find out if you're entitled to free help to keep warm 

Call 08000283172 

or, if you live in Swale 01795 417131 
www.kentgov.uk/health 


W Follow us on Twitter 

@Kent_cc and #beawinterbuddy 
or join #winterfriends 






Have you visited 
our Cafe yet? 


Set menu and 
specials board 

No admission charge 
to the Cate and 
Hornby Retail Shop 




This voucher enables you to buy 
any hot food or special board main 
course at Just the Ticket Cafe and 
receive a second meal for free. 


Valid until 31/01/2015 

You must bring this voucher with you. 

East Kent 

VAv. College 


^S| 


J 



WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT? 4JX C^D 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 

, L=o<frj=jj^ % CORGI J^Humbrol 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


KEA 


Week ending January 25,2015 21 






























open an exhibition by the late Chris¬ 
topher Alexander at the Turner Con¬ 
temporary art gallery. 

Mr Alexander, who was born in 
Margate, taught figure drawing at 
Thanet School of Art and Canterbury 
College of Art, where Mr Schwartz- 
man studied, and he produced a 
number of paintings and prints of lo¬ 
cal people and the landscape. 

“He was one of my tutors,” Mr 
Schwartzman said. 

“He sadly died quite young. His 
paintings and drawings of Margate 
as it was in that period were wonder¬ 
ful. 

“I find Margate very bracing. I 
equally love the whole surrounding 
area; Whitstable and Broadstairs. It’s 
my home ground and I can’t wait to 
get back.” 

Not that living on the other side of 
the world has stopped him playing an 
active role in his home town. 


It was Mr Schwartzman’s idea to 
restore the Time Ball at the Margate 
Jubilee Clock Tower to commemorate 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 

He was made the patron of the 
Time Ball restoration project and at¬ 
tended the opening ceremony last 
May (a rather belated gesture to the 
monarch) exactly 125 years after the 
Clock Tower was opened on Queen 
Victoria’s 70th birthday. 

“I was born in London and when I 
was four years old my parents and I 
were in a house that was bombed,” 
Mr Schwartzman explained. 

“Fortunately we survived and were 
dug out of the rubble. Then I was 
evacuated. 

“After the war we went for a short 
holiday to Margate and discovered 
that many of the boarding houses 
and hotels were empty because they 
had been evacuated during the war.” 

His parents, who had spent their 


‘ALL THE ELEMENTS WORKED 9 


ARNOLD Schwartzman is 
certainly no stranger to the 
Academy Awards. 

His documentary about the 
Holocaust, Genocide, was an 
acclaimed piece of film-making 
and won the Best Documentary 
Oscar in 1981. 

It was co-produced by the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center - a 
Jewish human rights museum 
focusing on racism in America 
and the history of the Holocaust. 

“It wasn’t a subject that I knew 
much about to begin with,” Mr 
Schwartzman explained. 

“I was actually invited and 


recommended to make it. 

“It was a big learning curve. 

My wife, who was an expert in 
visual research on the Second 
World War, and I went to archives 
all over Europe. 

“I was very fortunate in finding 
Sir Martin Gilbert, who wrote 
Winston Churchill’s biography. 

“He wrote the script for me, 
then we recruited Elizabeth 
Taylor and Orson Welles to 
narrate the film, so I had extreme¬ 
ly good ingredients. I had all the 
elements working for me.” 

This year’s Academy Awards 
take place on February 22. 



honeymoon in Margate, opened a 
small hotel in Cliftonville and he 
spent a happy childhood and adoles¬ 
cence in the area. 

He developed a love of the creative 
arts - inspired in part after seeing the 
1948 film The Weaker Sex being 
filmed on the beach at Margate when 
he was just 11 years old. 

“The director saw I was interested 
and asked me if I wanted to be an ex¬ 
tra, and that really turned me on to 
film,” he said. 

He was bitten by the bug. At the age 
of 15 he got a job as assistant projec¬ 
tionist at the local Cameo Theatre, 
before enrolling at art school. 

It was when he went to do his Na¬ 
tional Service in Korea that he shot 
his first film on an 8mm camera he 
bought from the US Army store. The 
film he made then is now in London’s 
Imperial War Museum. 


Meanwhile, he went on to enjoy a 
successful TV career in London on 
the pop show Ready, Steady, Go! in 
1963, working with the likes of the 
Beatles, the Rolling Stones and Dusty 
Springfield. 

He moved to Hollywood in 1978, 
where he still lives with his wife Isolde, 
and has produced and directed a 
number of feature documentaries. 

His achievements since the move to 
Hollywood have been numerous, 
while his 1981 Oscar for Genocide as¬ 
sured him his place in history. 

So what does he make of the mod¬ 
ern-day Academy Awards - the nomi¬ 
nations for which were revealed this 
month? 

“I think there’s a lot more competi¬ 
tion now,” he said. 

“In the documentary category, 
which I won, this year there were 132 
entries and last year there were 125.1 


don’t know how many there were at 
the time that I got my Oscar but I 
don’t think the competition was as 
tough as today. 

“I am very happy with the nomina¬ 
tions for this year though, and a cou¬ 
ple of my friends have been nominated 
- Wim Wenders [best known for the 
Buena Vista Social Club] and Rory 
Kennedy [daughter of the assassinat¬ 
ed presidential hopeful Bobby 
Kennedy].” 

And he’s delighted by the impact of 
the British on the global movie scene. 

“I recently put together an exhibition 
of the British in the Oscars and there 
had been more than 240 British actors, 
filmmakers, technicians and so on,” he 
said. 

“And this was a few years ago so by 
now it must be way over 300 individu¬ 
als.” 

Other achievements include being 
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Membership 
100 Rounds of Golf £590+Vat 
Flexi Membership 
50 Rounds of Golf £395 
100 Rounds of Golf £750 
7 Day Membership 
£49.95 per Month 

Sunday Golf for 4 players Total £69 
Individual Golf Lessons £12 each 
Green Fees from only £9.95 
for 18 Holes 

Golf Societies Food & Golf 
start at £18 
Driving Range Balls 
from £3 


THE COURSE 


The star of the show is the 
superb 18 hole golf course, 
designed by Patrick Dawson. 
Join as a Member and enjoy, 
social golf, competitions, 
advance online booking, 
Ladies, Gentlemen’s and 
Vets Sections, plus play 
40 other courses free. 
Visitors are welcome to 
play at The Ridge 7 days 
a week; you can look 
forward to an excellent 
round on a great course, 
followed by some of our 
renowned catering in Brewsters. 


DINING 


Brewster’s Restaurant is open to the public 7 days 
a week, for Breakfast, Lunch and Bar Meals and 
Snacks. Booking is always advisable for our 
Sunday Lunch. Our team of chef’s, design all 
the menus, preparing meals from fresh local 
produce which range from bar snacks to a J 

four course dinner. Our bar hosts a range 
of favourite beers, lagers and an extensive 
wine list. 


FUNCTIONS 


Evening private dinners are fully inclusive, 
hire of Brewster’s restaurant, Full 
Operating Bar, Dance Floor. Birthday parties, 
christenings, anniversaries, corporate lunches, 
or dinners, we cater for every occasion. Separate 
function rooms are available for Funerals. For more 
details or to book call free 0800 024 8730. 


' a week 
All Day Menu, Breakfast 
Light Bites, Main Meals 
and Desserts 

Silver Roast on Fridays £ 5.95 
Ridge Specials From only £ 3.95 
Sunday Roast Lunch £ 7.95 
Fixed Price Functions 
50 Guests Buffet £650 
Weddings All Inclusive £2000 
Large Patio overlooking 
the 18th Green 


For more details or to book call free 0800 024 8730 


The Ridge Golf Club, Chartway Street, Sutton Valence, Maidstone, ME 17 3JB 

Tel: 01622 844382 www.theridgegolfclub.co.uk 
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TIMEBALL : Attending the ceremony in Margate last year with his wife 


appointed a Royal Designer by Brit¬ 
ain’s Royal Society of Arts, and being 
invited to create a 20-foot-high UN 
peace monument at the Korean War 
Memorial Museum in Seoul, which 
incorporated shrapnel from the de¬ 
militarised zone. 

He has created a number of short 
video exhibits for the Museum of Tol¬ 
erance - the venue in LA created to 
challenge prejudice and racism as 
well as focus on the Holocaust. He 
also created a permanent eight- 
screen video exhibit on the achieve¬ 
ments of American Jews, and a mural 


on American Jewish history, for the 
Skirball Cultural Center in Los Ange¬ 
les. 

But despite all the Hollywood glitz and 
glamour, his heart remains in Kent. 

So has he noticed a change in his 
beloved Margate as the years have 
gone by? 

“It did tend to die down a bit, but I 
think now, maybe because of the 
Turner Contemporary, it has attract¬ 
ed a lot of visitors,” he reflected. 

“There are several boutique hotels 
and the town’s really blossoming. It’s 
looking up.” 



STAR: With Elizabeth Taylor Credit: Christopher Guy 


BEACH: The young film-maker on Thanet beach 


HOLLYWOOD RETROSPECTIVE 


IF YOU’RE feeling rather flush 
and want to swap the gloom of 
winter in Kent for the sunshine of 
the west coast of America, then 
time your trip right and you could 
get the chance to see a special 
exhibition on the Margate 
creative. 

A retrospective of Mr Schwartz- 
man’s work will be held in 
Hollywood, Los Angeles, next 


month. 

Six Decades of Graphic Art and 
Design will be staged at the West 
Hollywood showroom of British- 
born furniture designer Christo¬ 
pher Guy Harrison. 

It will cover the 79-year-old’s 
career from his early days as an 
art student in Margate to his work 
on British TV and then progress 
to the US. 


The exhibition will open on 
February 19 and Mr Schwartz- 
man will be interviewed by 
British author and lecturer 
Michael Webb. 

Mr Harrison said: “Arnold 
Schwartzman’s pioneering impact 
in the world of design is enormous, 
and we are proud to be recognising 
and showcasing some of his finest 
work.” 






GLAZING 


Windows fitted 
as standard! 


BUY NOW 

IZTCTH] 

With only £100 deposit and 
nothing to pay for a year! # 


SCRAPPAGE 

Save up to £3,000 with 
your old windows! 



*Off list price for orders placed by midnight 15/03/2015. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 

#Buy Now Pay Later Example: Example, £2,500 less £100 deposit, balance £2,400 nothing further to pay for 12 months. 


Call 0800 

Visit our website for a online quote 

www. WtBllEiwindows.co.uk 
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Should we take 
a fresh look at 
our drug laws? 

The argument over whether drugs should be 
decriminalised or legalised has raged on since 
the sixties. But is it about time we take a fresh 
look at our approach? Molly Kersey takes an in- 
depth look at the case for and against... 



CHANGE: Statistics in Portugal show a decriminalisation of some drugs did see a rise in users 


N a nutshell, I think it’s a bad idea and it 
wouldn’t work.” 

Conservative Thanet North MP Sir 
Roger Gale’s opinion on making drugs 
legal is shared by many - probably the 
majority of people. 

Yet the debate surrounding the legalisation 
of drugs has been rumbling on for years and 
shows no sign of stopping. It is one of those po¬ 
litical hot potatoes - always controversial, al¬ 
ways dividing opinion, and, perhaps, not al¬ 
ways discussed in an open and honest manner. 

And prominent figures - among them come¬ 
dian Russell Brand, who recently made a BBC3 
documentary called End the Drugs War - are 
calling for a change in policy. 

Some say drug addiction is a health issue 
rather than a crime and should be treated as 
such. Others vehemently defend existing drug 
laws on the grounds that legalising drugs will 
send a message that using them is acceptable. 

But regardless of people’s stance, one mes¬ 
sage has been repeated throughout the debate: 
the system we have isn’t working. 

Despite decades of battling narcotics, begin¬ 
ning with the dawn of the ‘war on drugs’ 
which accompanied the creation of the Misuse 
of Drugs Act in 1971, levels of addiction and 
crime continue to be frighteningly high. 


It is estimated that some three million peo¬ 
ple in the UK use illegal drugs, with the vast 
majority of use being classed as recreational - 
the amounts consumed are small, and users 
consider themselves in control. 

But around 10 per cent are considered ‘prob¬ 
lem drug users’ - meaning that they inject 
drugs or are dependent on them. 

Few of the total figure would be considered 
dangers to society - but the networks which 
feed users are. The sums involved are huge, 
and violence goes hand-in-hand with such 
criminal activity. 

The British Medical Association says that 
while illegal drug use has been declining in 
the UK since the 1990s, the economic, social 
and health costs are still substantial. 

Criminal justice system costs, involving the 
police, the courts, probation and prisons, 
could top £4 billion a year, the BMA says. 

This is money that some of those in favour of 
legalising drugs argue could be pumped back 
into education and healthcare. 

A Home Office report concluded that harsh 
punishments do not dissuade people from us¬ 
ing drugs. This has divided politicians and of¬ 
ficials and sparked calls for a fresh approach. 

“The war on drugs was lost many years 
ago,” said Thanet South Green candidate at 


the upcoming general election, Ian Driver. 

“It’s one of these subjects that becomes tied 
up in emotion, with strong feelings on both 
sides, but there’s one heck of a lot of evidence 
that can be studied and looked at objectively 
that should guide policy. 

“Decriminalisation or legalisation is proba¬ 
bly one of the best ways of lessening the dam¬ 
age from drugs. You can regulate how they are 
manufactured and control and check the qual¬ 
ity of the products.” 

Mr Driver feels there should be a public in¬ 
quiry into reviewing drugs laws. 

“I feel there’s an overwhelming balance of 
fact-based argument that legalisation should 
be the way forward,” he said. 

So is it time to review the law? 

Dr Caroline Chatwin is a senior lecturer in 
criminology at the University of Kent. 

Her work involves analysing drug policy at a 
national and international level. 

She explained: “Traditionally, drug policies 
tend to have been very prohibition-based or in¬ 
volve the criminal justice system. 

“The results are dismal. 

“There seems to be more of an attraction for 
looking at an alternative. Harm reduction fo¬ 
cuses on the idea that it’s important to protect 
the health of people who are using drugs, and 
that should come first. 

“The aim can still be to reduce the number 
of drug users but in a different way from the 
brute force of the criminal justice system.” 

Several countries around the world have le¬ 
galised or decriminalised drugs. 

Decriminalisation comes in various guises, 
but fundamentally does not involve drug use 
being legalised. But it means those with small 
amounts for personal use have the substances 
consfiscated but do not face a criminal charge. 

Uruguay has made it legal to sell, grow and 
take cannabis, and Portugal has decriminal¬ 
ised the possession of small quantities of any 
drugs. Statistics suggested drug use saw a 
KEA 


slight, but still significant, increase. 

Washington and Colorado have both legal¬ 
ised recreational use of marijuana and Swit¬ 
zerland has adopted a harm reduction ap¬ 
proach in dealing with problem drug users, 
introducing supervised injection rooms and 
needle exchange programmes. 

“It’s not just about reducing the harm drugs 
do, but having a policy that protects people 
from criminalisation,” Dr Chatwin explained. 

“Legalisation still feels like a radical, liberal 
kind of idea but around the world we have seen 
a much more moderated regulation of drugs. 

“One of the biggest fears is that it will in¬ 
crease the number of people who use drugs, 
but we have fairly good evidence to show that’s 
not the case. In the Netherlands fewer people 
are using cannabis than in the UK.” 

Rick Bradley works at KCA, the county’s 
drug, alcohol and mental health organisation, 
He works with children aged between 10 and 
17, educating them about the dangers of drugs. 

He said: “There’s a really broad range of 
young people, some who would definitely be 
deterred from using substances because of the 
law, but there will be a lot of people who just 
don’t factor that in. Some people will still be 
happy to use substances and will get a crimi¬ 
nal record because their preference is canna¬ 
bis rather than alcohol. 

“But if we legalise them, does that mean that 
we are going to be opening the doors to make 
substances more acceptable? I think legalisa¬ 
tion could send out the wrong message.” 

So if drugs were legalised or decriminalised, 
who exactly would it help? 

“The benefits would be different to different 
people,” Dr Chatwin said. 

“For addicts, it’s an all-consuming lifestyle. 
You have to think all the time ‘where am I go¬ 
ing to get the money for my next lot of drugs, 
how am I going to avoid the police, where am I 
going to use?’. Once the chaos of the rest of 
their life is calmed down, it gives them the 
kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 
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• End of life vehicles purchased 
• All grades of iron & steel purchased 

Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 

01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 


rm 

PH 

H KTTimH 

il 

RPTHTT 

au 

uu 

uj uJLUUUIjJ 




£> 



Unit 11-12 Canterbury Industrial Park, Island Road, Hersden, 
Canterbury, Kent CT3 4HQ 01227 713850 

•Uniform prices paid at both depots • 


Bright Wire £3,400 per tonne • New Production Brass Cuttings £2,600 per tonne 
Clean Aluminium Wheels £880 per tonne • Household Cable £1,000 per tonne 
Lead £970 per tonne • Copper water cylinders £42 each 
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All other non-ferrous metals purchased with immediate payment 
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chance to build employment skills, or get a 
job, or mend relationships. When you’re very 
marginalised and chaotic there’s not neces¬ 
sarily any incentive to do that. 

“Many drug users are law-abiding citizens, 
the only thing they have done wrong is using 
drugs.” 

Ian Driver agrees. 

He said: “It could have a devastating im¬ 
pact on a young person’s life if you have a 
criminal record for using or selling small 
amounts of drugs. That’s your chance of a job 
possibly gone forever.” 

Craig Mackinlay is the Conservative pro¬ 
spective parliamentary candidate for the 
South Thanet seat at May’s election. 

He said: “I am worried that we are crimi¬ 
nalising vast numbers of the population, and 
stigmatising people who want to change 
their life with a criminal record. But it’s been 
the only stick that we have used to get people 
into rehabilitation. 

“The 1970s law was made at a time when 
we only had about 5,000 drug users. We now 
have 2.7 million.” 

Thanet North MP Sir Roger Gale believes 
that legalising drugs is an “insane” idea. 

“There’s an irony in this, in that at the time 
when we are trying to persuade people to 
give up smoking we are trying to legalise 
drugs which are smoked,” he said. 

“From my point of view it is a completely 
insane idea. I think in the long run it will just 
lead to more people experimenting. 

“At a time when we are trying to encour¬ 
age healthy living it seems to me the wrong 
path. What we want to do as a nation is en¬ 
courage young people to enjoy life, and the 
most enjoyable life is a healthy one.” 

How do you feel about drug legislation? 
Share your views by emailing editorial@kos- 
media.co.uk or write to The Editor, Kent on 
Sunday, Kent House, 81 Station Road, Ash¬ 
ford TN23 1PP. 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 



PILLS: The majority 
of drug takers are 
recreational users, 
but they help fuel 
a, violent criminal 
underworld 


Ashford Tel 01233 629 999 
Canterbury Tel 01227 811 580 
Chatham Tel 01634 818 555 
Dartford Tel 01322 294 040 
Deal Tel 01304 382 420 
Dover Tel 01304 242 020 
Folkestone Tel 01303 212 010 
Gillingham Tel 01634 583 350 
Gravesend Tel 01474 537 878 


Maidstone Tel 01622 663 111 
Margate Tel 01843 231232 
Ramsgate Tel 01843 853 856 
Sevenoaks Tel 01732 459 588 

Sittingbourne Tel 01795 436100 
Tonbridge Tel 01732 370 480 
Tunbridge Wells Tel 01892 533 550 
Whitstable Tel 01227 773 890 
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Whatever your budget, we can provide the perfect kitchen, bedroom or bathroom without compromising on 
Pop into our showroom, no appointment needed, and parking right outside the door! 
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Commuter anger flares over size of 

trains amid London Bridge chaos 




S outheastern commuter 

Melissa Wolfe echoed the 
views of many this week. 

“I’ve had to stop emailing 
work with how late I’ll be as 
it’s getting embarrassing,” the 
34-year-old, who travels to London 
Bridge each day for work, told KoS. 
“I’ve no idea what I’m paying for.” 
Commuters, it is fair to say, like 
nothing more to complain about their 
service at the best of times, but for the 
last two weeks they have had a very 
genuine cause of complaint. 

The multi-billion pound transforma¬ 
tion of London Bridge station continues 
to cause major issues with Charing 
Cross services no longer stopping there 
- putting huge pressure on Cannon 
Street trains, which do. 

And with work planned to last until 
the summer of 2016, there is no solu¬ 
tion at hand. 

It has, once again, piled pressure on 
the train franchise to ensure its time¬ 
table is as good as it can be - despite the 
clear challenges it faces. 

Old Bexley and Sidcup MP James 
Brokenshire warned the company its 
franchise was on “borrowed time” and 
was “falling short of the rightful ex¬ 
pectations of passengers”. 

Southeastern said it had seen a huge 
increase in correspondence from its 
customers both on- and offline. 

From overcrowding so bad that people 
couldn’t get on trains, to heat and dirt 
making a queasy combination, the com¬ 
plaints were voluble and varied. 

It prompted Southeastern managing 
director David Statham to this week 
say changes may come into force soon¬ 
er rather than later. 

He said: “It will take a few weeks for 
the new timetable to bed-in, but we’ll 
publish an update on further changes 
that we plan to make in response to 
passenger feedback and what we have 
learned by the end of January.” 

Perhaps somewhat surprising to 
many commuters, is that figures re¬ 
leased this week show the company’s 
overall Public Performance Measure 
(PPM), which details the number of 
trains that arrive on time, was 91.9 per 
cent for the first week of disruption. 

Commuters, however, are more con¬ 
cerned with issues such as overcrowding 
With increased demand for Cannon 
Street services for those heading to 
London Bridge, some carriages were 
switched from the normal Charing 
Cross route. But with less capacity go¬ 
ing into Charing Cross that has meant 
additional pressure on those that re¬ 
main. In short, everyone is getting 
squeezed. 

“Coming back, it can be quite diffi¬ 
cult to get on at London Bridge,” said 
John Reynolds, vice-chairman of the 
Tonbridge Line Commuters. 

“We are advising people to get on at 
Cannon Street if possible.” 

Magazine designer Saffron Powell, 
from Dartford, said the heat 


Work on London Bridge (visit our site kentnews.co.uk for 
our essential guide to what’s happening) delivered another 
week of disruption...and the strain is beginning to show. 
Sarah Linney talks to some increasingly angry travellers 

kk I don’t understand 
why they took carriages 
off a rush-hour train, 
dropping from eight 
down to six when more 
people are going to that 
station. 99 


BOSS: Southeastern’s David Statham 

and overcrowding had made her feel ill 
on the train back from Waterloo East. 

“In the morning it’s fine, but the train 
I normally get home has been taken 
down to six carriages rather than eight, 
and now half the 45-minute journey is 
standing,” she said. 

“And the heating is on full blast - I 
have felt queasy. I see other trains go¬ 
ing by and they are all crowded as well. 
I don’t understand why they took car¬ 
riages off a rush-hour train when more 
people are going to that station.” 

Andrew Stott, secretary of the Sev- 
enoaks Rail Travellers’ Association, 
added: “There were more than 600 
tweets last week complaining about 
overcrowding on trains, compared 
with 96 the previous week. 

“There have been complaints that 
people couldn’t get on the train they 
wanted - one commuter said that on 
the first four mornings he couldn’t get 
on the 7.23am train. 

“During the evening peak, so many 
people are surging onto the platforms 
that it has started to get dangerous, so 
they have closed all but one entrance to 
the platforms, which is a long way 
round if you’ve come off the Tube 
and difficult if you’ve got mobil¬ 
ity difficulties, but does mean 
it’s a bit safer.” 

“Some passengers have 
varied their travel patterns 
on a day-by-day basis and 
we need to give things time 
to settle before we make 
any changes - we don’t 
want to take knee-jerk deci¬ 
sions,” spokeswoman 
Michelle Ulyatt from South¬ 
eastern explained. 

“Where there is a 
clear need to make 
changes 


more quickly, we’ll bring decisions for¬ 
ward. We’ve already changed stopping 
patterns on two trains between 
Barnehurst and Slade Green, and added 
extra stops at Walmer and Martin Mill 
for one of our Sandwich trains in re¬ 
sponse to passengers’ comments. 
Where we can, we’re also providing al¬ 
ternative journey options for passen¬ 
gers - running more high speed services 
is one example. 

“It’s a fine balance, because all the 
trains available to us are in service 
during the peak periods, and any 
change to the formation of trains on 
one route will have a knock-on effect 
for passengers on another route. 

Network Rail, which is responsible 
for all the rail infrastructure, said 
work is progressing well and says it is 
aware of concerns. A spokesman ex¬ 
plained: “We are putting a temporary 
canopy up at London Bridge next 
weekend and we are going to demolish 
the buildings on platforms one and 
two by the end of next month. We 
will also be installing new infor¬ 
mation screens.” 


Saffron Powell, 

Commuter from Dartford 

With resources already stretched, 
commuters say they are afraid that the 
network could completely crumble if, 
for example, we had heavy snowfall. 

“They have been reasonably lucky 
as there was no snow in the first week 
and they didn’t have a points or signal 
failure,” Mr Stott from Sevenoaks said. 
“But the real test will be what happens 
over the next few weeks and months.” 

Phil Rogers, from the Dartford Rail 
Travellers’ Association, added: “The 
problem with running fewer trains on the 
London Bridge line is that if one train’s 
missing it will have a knock-on effect. 

“Between 6.30am and 8.30am we 
used to have 24 trains to London 
Bridge from Dartford. Now we have 
ten, with two extra carriages on one of 
those trains. 

“Both lines are now so fragile that 


you have one delay or cancellation and 
it all falls over.” 

Southeastern insists, however, that 
it is ready. It said: “We have contingen¬ 
cy plans that make use of alternative 
routes where they are available and 
are designed to allow us to put robust 
service recovery procedures in place in 
the event of disruption.” 

In theory, commuters on Charing 
Cross trains who want to get off at Lon¬ 
don Bridge can use the Tube for free to 
get back there. 

However, it’s not quite that 
straightforward - mainly because, as 
Mr Stott points out, that’s not 
actually their destination. 

“London Bridge is not the place people 
want to go. Historically people have 
gone there and walked across to the City. 
Taking the Tube back to London Bridge 
so you can walk 10 or 15 minutes to the 
office is not a very attractive proposition, 
so people prefer to take London Bridge or 
Cannon Street trains.” 

The group has been asking South¬ 
eastern and Transport for London for 
more flexibility, so passengers can take 
the Tube to places like Bank, Mansion 
House, Tower Hill or Monument. Cur¬ 
rently tickets are not valid. 

“If they did that and made it free, 
some people would switch their jour¬ 
ney.” Mr Stott added. 

Southeastern say talks with TfL are 
on-going. 


PROBLEMS: It is 

just two weeks into 
some 18 months of 
prolonged disrup¬ 
tion at London 
Bridge station 
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BACK: The versatile river-dwellers are making a return with a project which has been running at Ham Fen near Sandwich 

Trust has gnaw-how to breathe 
new life into beaver population 

The Kent Wildlife Trust has been spearheading a project near Sandwich which has seen a sharp rise 
in beaver numbers. Maria Chiorando examines what it is and why the animals are so important 


P REVENTING flash floods, 
creating biodiversity and 
restoring habitats with 
their industrious activities 
- beavers are the unsung 
heroes of the nature scene. 

And yet, centuries ago, they were 
hunted to extinction, often for their 
fur and glands, which used to be used 
in various perfumes and medicines. 

While it is not known how many 
beavers now live in the wild through¬ 
out the UK, there are 10 living as part 
of the Ham Fen project near Sand¬ 
wich. 

Ham Fen is Kent’s last remaining 
fenland, which is a type of marshland 
area. There, the beavers live inde¬ 
pendently in a fenced space of around 
100 acres. 

Experts at the Kent Wildlife Trust 
have pioneered the use of beavers in 
conservation management in a 
project which, so far, has lasted 13 
years. While much has been made of 
a similar project to reintroduce bea¬ 
vers to Scotland, Kent paved the way 
with its innovative approach. 

Tony Swandale is the east Kent 
coastal warden at the Kent Wildlife 
Trust. 

He said: “Beavers are what is de¬ 
scribed as a ‘keystone species’, which 
means that they have a dispropor¬ 
tionately large impact on their own 
environment. 

“They change surroundings in a 
way that benefits other species. 

“Removing a keystone species im¬ 
pacts badly on many species - and it’s 
not good for overall biodiversity.” 

One of the things beavers do is cop¬ 
pice woodlands - they gnaw through 
woody stems and eat bark, often of 
willow trees, which will then re- 
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grow. 

Doing this creates variety in a habi¬ 
tat - so instead of it being all wood¬ 
land, there are a range of habitats, all 
at different stages of growth. This 
supports a mix of wildlife. 

Mr Swandale said: “If the beavers 
weren’t doing this, it is something we 
would have to do. 

“Indeed, the whole principle is that 
they do the work for us in the way 
that nature intended. 

“The beavers will do it in a more 
natural way - while we would cop¬ 
pice larger areas at a time, the ani¬ 
mals will work their way around in a 
more piecemeal way.” 

Groundwork for the project began 
in 2001. 

Mr Swandale said: “The first bea¬ 
vers were released at Ham Fen in 
2002 - the Norwegian government 
donated two pairs. 

“They spent a year in quarantine, 
which is twice as long as anticipated, 
to ensure they were free of disease. 

“Since then there have been two 
top-up releases involving animals 
from Poland and Bavaria. 

“The first opportunity they had to 
breed, they did, and we now have sev¬ 
eral generations of beavers that were 
born here.” 

Beavers reach sexual maturity be¬ 
tween one-and-a-half and three 
years old. 

They have one brood per year, giv¬ 
ing birth, on average, to two or three 
young, known as kits. 

They therefore do not reproduce 
particularly prolifically - especially 
when compared to other rodents like 
rats and mice, which also impacts on 
their numbers. 

Mr Swandale said: “There used to 


be beavers in every single wetland 
area in the UK. 

“All the rivers would have had 
them, and lakes. The exception would 
have been the coast, as they don’t like 
sea water.” 

Their impact on the waterways 
they do inhabit should not be under¬ 
estimated. 

Mr Swandale explained: “Their ca¬ 
nal systems offer more opportunities 
for other species to flourish, including 
amphibians, fish, aquatic plants, 
mammals such as water vole and 
wetland birds, for example kingfish¬ 
ers. 

“They help maintain water cours¬ 
es, which reduces the financial costs 
of dredging them - they can save us a 


lot of money. They also help with 
flooding - as after periods of extreme¬ 
ly high rainfall, our man-made wa¬ 
terways can’t cope.” 

Beavers - who have been described 
as “unpaid river engineers” - build 
natural systems that hold water be¬ 
hind multiple small dams across trib¬ 
utaries and side-streams. This means 
the severity of flooding further down¬ 
stream is reduced. 

Mr Swandale added: “Kent Wildlife 
Trust is delighted with the results of 
the project, and the work the beavers 
have done. 

“They have helped to restore the 
rare fenland habitat, and helped 
maintain the wetlands generally, 
which has benefited all sorts of other 


wildlife. 

“Their interaction with the eco¬ 
system has been very valuable. They 
really do work furiously hard - you 
can see this in the lodges they build of 
soil and branches, and the mini canal 
systems they build so they can access 
feeding areas without getting out of 
the water. 

“While we have had occasional es¬ 
capees from the fen, when that hap¬ 
pens, we use live traps, which don’t 
harm the animals, and return them 
to the reserve. We then identify the 
escape route and work to secure it. 

“In the future, we hope to see a 
wider acceptance of how these fasci¬ 
nating animals can benefit the land¬ 
scape.” 


FIGHTING BACK: THE BRAVE BEAVER 


BEAVERS are semi-aquatic water 
rodents, and the second largest ro¬ 
dent in the world, after the capybara 
... and they do have some rather odd 
nutritional habits. 

There are two species in the 
world: the north American and Eur¬ 
asian beaver. 

There are between six and 12 mil¬ 
lion north American beavers in the 
wild, but hardly any Eurasian bea¬ 
vers. 

Beavers are good swimmers, and 
can stay submerged under water for 
up to 15 minutes. 

They move much better in the wa¬ 
ter - they are slower on dry land, 
which could leave them open to 
predators. 

Beavers do not have any real 
threats in Kent from traditional 


predators like brown bears and wol¬ 
verine. But some of the beavers in 
Europe will be at risk. 

Beavers are said to be monoga¬ 
mous - they pair for life, and only 
find a new mate upon death of a 
partner. 

They are vegetarians - they only 
eat plants, but they do have a poten¬ 
tially very diverse diet, as they can 
eat a wide variety of them. 

They also have an unusual habit 
known as coprophagy - which 
means they eat their own faeces. 

The reason for this is that it allows 
the animal to get the maximum nu¬ 
tritional benefit from its food. Or at 
least that’s what they claim. 

Beavers live in hierarchical fami¬ 
ly groups of around 10, which will 
be headed up by the breeding pair. 



While there may be other pairs in 
the family group, they will not be al¬ 
lowed to breed. They have some 
standards, you know. 
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Under 18s must be accompanied by an adult 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 


www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 


CORGI 


^ ' Humbrol 


Open 7 days 
a week 
10am - 4pm, 
Mon-Sun 


Ticket Prices 
(Outside of the 
weekend event!) 

Adults-£5 
Child (Ages 5-15) 

and OAP-E2.50 


Family-£12.50 

(2 Adults and up to 
4 children) 
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Muslim leaders were disappointed by a 
letter from Eric Pickles saying mosques 
should do more to fight extremism, 
saying that they have been doing so for 
years. Maria Chiorando finds out why 
the letter struck the wrong chord... 


Pickles letter 
sends mixed 
message to 
our mosques 


WORSHIP: Mosque in Gillingham 


idea that we are promoting terrorism 
in mosques. 

“This is simply not true. 

“But I think that what a lot of peo¬ 
ple overlooked was that there was a 
positive message in the letter, saying 
that Muslims were making a valuable 
contribution in condemning extrem¬ 
ist attacks. 

“There have been studies that show 
that British Muslims identify them¬ 
selves very strongly as British, and 
that is true for me. 

“I was the first generation of my 
family to be born in this country, and 
I find these two cultures sit together 
well. 

“I think it is a case of education and 
understanding - I think that many 
Muslims want other communities to 
know that we are committed to elimi¬ 
nating radicalism as much as they 
are. 


“But there can be a sense that we 
are being ‘watched’ sometimes, and 
some people are worried about 
mosques being targeted for surveil¬ 
lance.” 

Dr Ourashi added: “There have 
been reports of mosques in Manches¬ 
ter and Birmingham being infiltrated 
by undercover police officers - there 
is a lot of paranoia. 

“It appears that the government 
thinks there is a lot of extremism go¬ 
ing on in mosques, and that can end 
up disengaging young people who 
wanted to use the mosque. 

“They end up taking their issues 
elsewhere.” 

What do you think? Share your 
views by writing to The Editor, 
Kent on Sunday, Kent House, 81 
Station Road, Ashford TN23 1PP 
or email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk. 


A KENT Muslim organisa¬ 
tion has blasted allega¬ 
tions that extremism 
starts in mosques, after 
communities minister 
Eric Pickles sent a letter (see box) to 
1,000 clerics and leaders asking them 
to use their influence to prevent radi- 
calisation. 

Anwar Khan is the portfolio holder 
for community cohesion at the Kent 
Muslim Welfare Association, an or¬ 
ganisation that seeks to support and 
enrich the Islamic community in this 
county. 

He told KoS: “It is absolutely wrong 
to say that we are breeding those ide¬ 
as in mosques. 

“For our part, we have been work¬ 
ing on this long before 9/11, and long 
before the London bombings, and we 
will carry on our work alongside var¬ 
ious institutions. 

“There are these acts of extremism 
and injustices, but we condemn them 
- it has nothing to do with Islam. It is 
totally wrong.” 

Mr Khan has previously spoken 
with Mr Pickles, and feels he has a 
good understanding of the Muslim 
community, and the work that is be¬ 
ing done. 

“He knows how it is - we are work¬ 
ing on prevention, and we keep an 
eye on those people who come and 
go,” Mr Khan said. 

“We are not part of any political 
arena, and I just want to make the 
point again that with violence and 
these acts - you can’t just go around 


doing these things for no reason.” 

Fahid Ourashi is a lecturer in the 
school of law, criminal justice and 
computing at Canterbury Christ 
Church University. 

His doctoral research looked at the 
political and religious dimensions of 
British Muslim radicalism and its 
state management through counter¬ 
terrorism and criminal justice policy 
and legislation. 

He explains why the letter prompt¬ 
ed a negative response in some quar¬ 
ters. 

“I think the concern was that the 
letter was patronising. It was patron¬ 
ising because Muslim communities 
and mosques already know that ter¬ 
rorism is wrong and don’t need to be 
told to fight it. Indeed, they are doing 
just that,” he said. 

According to Dr Ourashi, the letter 
demonstrates a misunderstanding of 
how mosques are managed, and how 
mosque committees already take 
steps to prevent radicalisation. 

He said: “The letter does not dem¬ 
onstrate any nuanced understanding 
of mosques - while researching I 
found that the reality of mosques is 
very different from the public image 
they have. 

“There is this idea that they are 
very exotic places, with secretive ac¬ 
tivities going on, but in reality, since 
9/11, mosques have become very de- 
politicised, where certain types of dis¬ 
cussion are highly controlled and 
discouraged. 

“The mosque space is highly con¬ 


trolled - for example, many of the 
buildings are locked until immedi¬ 
ately before and after prayer time, 
and no-one is allowed to hand out 
leaflets outside without permission. 

“These flyers will generally be for 
local restaurants - no-one is able to 
hand out radical literature in the 
area.” 

There are two key reasons for this: 
first, mosque committees view the 
mosques as projects - lots of time and 
effort is put into building the commu¬ 
nities and committees want to pro¬ 
tect the mosques from negative media 
coverage. 

Second, explains Dr Ourashi, is the 
issue of budgets. 

“A lot of mosques get funding from 
local and national government. If 
there were issues with extremism 
that would put the budget in jeop¬ 
ardy,” he said. 

“These are important community 
projects.” 

Zahara Malak is a student from 
Dartford. 

She felt that there was some posi¬ 
tive impact from the letter. 

She said: “The issue some Muslims 
took with this letter is the suggestion 
that Islam equals terrorism, or the 


EXCERPTS FROM THE LETTER SENT BY ERIC PICKLES 


“WE are proud of the reaction of 
British communities to [the French 
terror attacks]. Muslims from 
across the country have spoken out 
to say: not in our name. 

“But there is more work to do. We 
must show our young people, who 
may be targeted, that extremists 
have nothing to offer them. 

“We must show them that there 
are other ways to express disagree¬ 


ment: that their right to do so is de¬ 
pendent on the very freedoms that 
extremists seek to destroy. 

“We must show them the multi¬ 
tude of statements of condemna¬ 
tion from British Muslims; show 
them these men of hate have no 
place in our mosques or any place 
of worship, and that they do not 
speak for Muslims in Britain or an¬ 
ywhere in the world.” 
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Fairport Contention 200B (left right): Gerry Conway, Simon Nicol, Pegg. 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


Groundbreakina folk rockers 


nrenare for a bum and tou 


The band discuss their musical inspirations as they gear up for performance 


FAIRPORT Convention - the 
English folk rock and electric folk 
band formed in 1967 - are widely 
regarded as the most important 
group in the English folk rock 
movement. 

The band won a coveted BBC 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 
2002, and Radio 2 listeners voted 
Fairport’s groundbreaking album 
Liege & Lief the most influential 
folk album of all time. 

Now, ahead of their February gig 
in Tunbridge Wells, the band have 
released a new album - Myths and 
Heroes. 

Fiddler and sometimes keyboard- 
player Ric Sanders said: “My heroes 
are Kwai Chang Caine, as por¬ 
trayed by David Carradine in the 
1970s television series Kung Fu, 
because he was a man of strength 
and compassion and a vegetarian. 

“Also Paul McCartney, for the 


same reasons, and because I love 
his music so much.” 

Mandolinist Chris Leslie added: 
“Mine is Lloyd Loar, who worked 
for Gibson, the mandolin and 
guitar company in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, in the early 1920s - a 
period when the mandolin was a 
really happening instrument. 

“He redesigned Orville Gibson’s 
original concept and his F5 
mandolins have influenced 
mandolin design ever since. 

They’re played by some of today’s 
top mandolinists with a price tag to 
match! Thank you Lloyd Loar! ” 

Gerry Conway, who plays drums 
and percussion, said: “We all need 
a bit of levity in our lives and Spike 
Milligan supplies shedloads.” 

There have been a fair few 
rumours flying around about the 
band too. 

Mr Sanders says there is one 


particular rumour they can’t shake 
off: “That Fairport is a folk group. 
Or a rock group. 

“Or an Abba tribute act! ” 

Mr Leslie adds: “When I was still 
at school in Banbury, I heard 
rumours that members of Fairport, 
my favourite band, were moving 
into the village of Cropredy, a few 
miles up the road. 

“That myth became reality - 
they did!” 

Bass guitarist Dave Pegg adds his 
favourite: “The mythical gig on 
August 4, 1979, when we opened 
for Led Zeppelin at Knebworth and 
were then helicoptered to Cropredy 
to play our own farewell show. 
Mind you, the helicopter looked 
like a rusty white Transit van to 
me.” 

The band are still enthusiastic 
about going on tour, according to 
Mr Sanders. 


“It’s what we do and what we 
love to do,” he said. 

“And what else would we do? 
Making people happy or touching 
their hearts with music is the best 
job in the world.” 

Mr Leslie added: “I love playing 
music, so touring is a great 
opportunity, especially with a new 
album. 

“Tours don’t happen by them¬ 
selves though so I’m fortunate to be 
in a band like Fairport which has a 
well-oiled infrastructure that puts 
everything in place.” 

Fairport Convention are playing 
at the Assembly Hall Theatre in 
Tunbridge Wells on Wednesday, 
February 25 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets cost £12. For more 
information, visit www.assembly- 
halltheatre.co.uk or call the box 
office on 01892 530613. 


Ric Sandeis and Chns Leslie. Photo by Sen Nicholson 
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For more 


nformation on our services go to: 

o n n ect i o n s4y o u - n et 


AIRPORT CONNECTIONS 


SHUTTLE SERVICE 


Gatwick and Heathrow daily for only 


£40 I £75 

SINGLE PER PERSON RETURN PER PERSON 

Collection times from: 


2am • 4am • 9am • 1pm 


7f £65 I £120 

• j 2 PEOPLE SINGLE 2 PEOPLE RETURN 


PICK UP POINTS 


MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS 


Arrival Date 

Nights 

Departure Date 

Board 

Duration 

Single 

Couple 

9th May 2015 

5 

14th May 2015 

HB 

Sat-Thurs 

£425 

£650 

22nd May 2015 

4 

26th May 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£390 

£565 

7th June 2015 

6 

13th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

21st June 2015 

6 

27th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

17th July 2015 

4 

21st July 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£425 

£645 

10th Aug 2015 

6 

16th Aug 2015 

HB 

Mon-Sun 

£510 

£845 

31st Aug 2015 

4 

4th Sept 2015 

HB 

Mon-Fri 

£425 

£685 

13th Sept 2015 

6 

19th Sept 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

23rd Sept 2015 

4 

27th Sept 2015 

HB 

Wed-Sat 

£425 

£650 


Enjoy any of ou r 

if an ? 6n, ' 9hts tays 

in lovely Newquay in 
Picturesque Cornwall 

( ayment plans are available) 


These prices include: Transport 
to and from Newquay, Hotel incl 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 

Full Day Trip (incl Entrance Fee) 
to EDEN PROJECT in St. Austell, 
Cornwall and Half Day trip to 
PADSTOW. 



Our chosen Hotel is situated right on the seafront in Newquay with its 
stunning beaches. It is just a 10 minute walk from Newquay Town Centre 
and just 200 yards from Tolcarne Beach. There are plenty of facilities at 
the hotel, including a heated indoor swimming pool, jacuzzi and sauna, as 
well as an enclosed outdoor terrace and patio. Also at the hotel is a beauty 


salon and games room. There is a coffee shop which offers a selection of 
light snacks and refreshments. The hotel has a main ballroom which offers 
entertainment throughout the year and has a large dance floor and bar, it’s a 
popular spot each evening and a perfect place to relax and unwind whilst 
enjoying your holiday in this glorious part of the south-west, m Find us on 

■ 1 Facebook 


To Book or for more information call: Connections4youLtd on 01843 823007 / 823700 

www.connections4you.net 
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An American in Margate 

AMERICAN comedian Rich 
Hall will be bringing his 
deadpan humour to Margate’s 
Theatre Royal on February 27. 

Tickets are £16. To book call 
01843 292795 or visit www. 
theatreroyalmargate .com 



Laughter in two parts 


THE Otford Players will be performing two 
one-act comedies - White Lies by Richard 
James and Crawl to be Kind by Tory Banyan - 
on March 13 and 14 in the Otford Village 
Memorial Hall. To book tickets visit www. 
otford.info/otfordplayers or call the box office 
on 01959 525404. 


A groovy kind of 

LORDSWOOD Social Club in 
Chatham will host a 60s- 
themed Valentine’s Day show 
by the Cabaret Club. 

The show is not suitable for 
under-18s. Email hello @ 
thecabaretclub.co.uk. 


Prohibition tale on stage 

BULLDOG Productions will perform Bugsy 
Malone at the Stag Theatre in Sevenoaks on 
Saturday February 7. 

Tickets cost £13, or £11 for concessions, and 
are available now. 

To book call the box office on 01732 450175 
or visit www.stagsevenoaks-tickets.co.uk 


love 



Experimental theatre 
at Marlowe's studio 



By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


FOLLOWING its success at the 
Edinburgh Fringe last year, Broke 
comes to the Marlowe Studio in 
Canterbury as part of a UK tour. 

Based on personal testimonies 
from nationwide interviews, the 
play considers pennilessness in an 
age of personal and national debt. 

The play is devised and per¬ 
formed by The Paper Birds. 

Artistic director Jemma 
McDonnell said: “Broke is the first 
show we are making in a trilogy 
about class. 

“Armed with the statistic that 
the richest one per cent of British 
people have as much as the bottom 
55 per cent, we started as we often 
do; by going out and speaking to 
people in foodbanks, in hostels, in 
charity and betting shops. 

“As the election approaches we 
are reminded that politics should 
not belong to the experts, it 
belongs to us all. 

“Broke opens up a dialogue 
about austerity, inequality, 
poverty and debt and shares some 
of the real stories and voices 
behind these shocking statistics.” 


Company co-founder and 
performer Kylie Walsh added: 
“When making a new piece of 
political work, it’s always about 
what matters to me. 

“I asked that question of myself: 
what’s relevant to me, my life, my 
situation? 

“The answer was a four letter 
word: debt. I’m in debt. I owe 
thousands of pounds to credit card 
companies: and I’m not the only 
one. 

“There are millions of us 
racking up huge bills that we can’t 


afford to pay back, that we can 
barely afford the interest on. 

“And if I find myself in this 
situation, in full-time work, what 
other stories can we unearth from 
across our culture? And crucially, 
how does the larger deficit, our 
nation’s debt crisis, filter down to 
me?” 

The play is suitable for those 
aged 13 and over and will be 
performed on January 27 and 28 
at 8pm. Tickets are £12. To book 
call 01227 787787 or visit www. 
marlowetheatre .com 



DEBT: Affects many people 
these days 

k 



BROKE: The play is based on 
real-life interviews 



MILKSHAKE! LIVE 
PARTY PARTY 

SUN * £IRPUANV 


VALENTINE S NIGHT 


sat i# PE&mjAfirv 


BOOK ON LI N E z ORCH A RDT HE AIR LCO.UK 
TICKET OFFICE: 01322 22QQGD 


DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 


jtcnwrowc 


RUMOURS OF 
FLEETWOOD MAC 

SUN 1 FSBHWAWr 


ORCHARD 
JAZZ CLUB 


MON 2 - SAT 7 
FEBRUARY 


CALAMITY ® ’ 

y 

CALAMITY JANE 

TUB 27 SAT 31 JANUARY 


fftf 

Mf T4 ThAATM 




ORCHARD JAZZ CLUB WEDDING FAYRE 
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ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


The Acorn Inn 

It Hi^Lhlriu'Lt 

Book now for Valentine's Day, 
Set Menu available from £34.95 
per head and receive a 
FREE Rose for your loved one* 

*one per couple 



6 Park tane, Birchington on Sea, Kent CT7 0AW 

Tel: 01843 841196 



SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 



APPROVED CONTRACTOR 



CEIB 

DOMESTIC 
INSTALLER [±j 


X 
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To advertise your 
valentines event 
please call 

01233 653461 
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unts, aerial acrobatics 



clownina around 


A new type of circus is coming to Tunbridge Wells. Performers explain what makes it unique... 


MANY people dream of running off 
and joining the circus - though few 
ever do it. 

Cirque Berserk, which is a very dif¬ 
ferent kind of circus, has definitely at¬ 
tracted some interesting characters. 

The company describes itself as 
combining contemporary circus 
skills with stunt action, including 
aerialists and motorcyclist stunts. 

These include the Globe of Death, 
where three motorcyclists speed at 
more than 60mph inside a steel cage 
which splits open as they ride There 
is also clowning. 

Kremena Dimitrova is a former in¬ 
ternational gymnast and medal-win¬ 
ner. 

She became a circus performer on 
her retirement from sport. 


She told KoS: “I have been in the 
circus for 15 years now. 

“It is a great life, definitely better 
than any other career. 

“Most of the time we’re on the road, 
which is fun because the whole team 
is amazing. 

“I do what’s called a hand-balanc¬ 
ing act. To do this, you need to be 
very strong, and have lots of power 
and flexibilty. 

“What we do is not like a tradition¬ 
al circus show - our show is very mod¬ 
ern, and also very twisted - in a good 
way of course. 

“We combine theatre, comedy, cir¬ 
cus, acrobatics and stunts. 

“There is nothing else like it, and 
nothing I would rather be doing.” 

One of her co-stars, Stefanie Usher, 



BREATHTAKING: Aerial stunts 


was originally a dancer but then 
trained with the Academy of Circus 
Arts, the world’s only big-top circus 
training school. 

She said: “After I had finished 
training I was offered a job as an aeri- 
alist -1 was very happy to take the job, 
as I love the life. 

“it’s so much fun, but it’s also very 
humble. 

“There is a small team, and we all 
get involved with everything, pitch¬ 
ing the tent and selling tickets as well 
as performing. 

“I can’t imagine spending every 
day in an office - that was never an 
option for me. 

“Although I initially trained and 
worked as a dancer, I have found my¬ 
self getting more work as an aerial 


performer.” 

The troupe recently sold out four 
perferomances at London’s Hyde 
Park, where they garnered critical 
acclaim. 

Cirque Berserk come to Tunbridge 
Wells on Saturday, February 7 and 
Sunday, February 8. 

On Saturday there are shows at 
5pm and 7pm. 

On Sunday there are shows at 3pm 
and 7.30pm. 

Tickets cost £28. There is £3 off for 
concessions, and a £1.25 booking fee 
per ticket. 

To buy tickets, or find more infor¬ 
mation, you can call the box office on 
01892 530613. Alternatively, you 
can book online on at www.assem- 
blyhalltheatre.co.uk 


Paloma Faith performs 

PALOMA Faith will be appearing at the 
Bedgebury Pinetum in Tunbridge 
Wells on June 20 as part of Forest Live, the 
Forestry Commission’s outdoor concert 
series. 

Tickets cost £38.50 (plus a £3.85 booking 
fee) and are on sale now. 

To contact the box office, call 03000 
680400, or buy tickets online at www. 
forestry, gov.uk/music. 


Noel Fielding comedy 

I NOEL Fielding, of comedy duo The 
Mighty Boosh, has extended his live 
tour, An Evening With Noel Fielding, and will 
be performing at the Assembly Hall Theatre 
in Tunbridge Wells on November 13. 

Tickets cost £25, plus a booking fee of 
£1.25. 

Call the box office on 01892 530613 or buy 
tickets online at www.assemblyhalltheatre. 
co.uk. 


Derren Brown show 

ILLUSIONIST Derren Brown is bringing 
his new show to the Orchard Theatre in 
Dartford from March 13 to 21. 

The contents of the show remain shrouded 
in mystery. 

The performance is not suitable for 
children under 12. 

For more information visit www.or- 
chardtheatre.co.uk or call the ticket office on 
01322 220000. 


Germaine Greer talk 

AUSTRALIAN author, theorist and 
journalist Germaine Greer will be at 
the Folkestone Quarterhouse on Friday, 
February 13. 

She will be discussing the role of older 
women in society. 

Tickets cost £14, or £12 for concessions. 

To find out more and book visit www. 
quarterhouse.co.uk. 
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Driveway or garden? Why, both, of course! 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


JOE SWIFT : The gardening expert says you can have a front garden and driveway 


HAVING a place to park a car by 
your home is important. But is it 
more important than having an 
open green space to welcome you, 
visitors and nature to your front 
door? 

As traffic increases and time-hun¬ 
gry householders opt to pave or 
concrete their driveway to avoid 
garden maintenance, there’s little 
doubt the state of our front gardens is 
spiralling downwards. 

But horticulturist Joe Swift says 
the front garden should be the first 
point of a welcoming haven. 

He visited one such place in north 
Tyneside, where people have 
transformed their paved street with 
colourful plants and containers 
overflowing with flowers. 

The result isn’t just aesthetic. 
People have also reported a much 
greater sense of community, with 
children behaving better and people 
no longer dropping litter because the 
beautiful gardens have given them a 
sense of pride. 

“A lot of people just concrete or 
pave their gardens over and forget 
about the plants, but research shows 
how important plants are in 
reducing pollution, for wellbeing and 
for house prices,” said Mr Swift. 

Creating a green buffer between 
your home and traffic is also like 


putting a filter paper between you 
and the pollution, explains Rob 
MacKenzie, professor of atmospheric 
science at Birmingham University. 

“If you put plants very close to the 
traffic then they have a greater 
chance of soaking up the pollution 
and making a significant reduction, 
perhaps as much as 10 or 20 per 
cent,” he said. 


Some three-quarters of households 
in Britain have cars - 40 per cent of 
those have two cars - and the 
increased use of concrete or paving 
to accommodate them has led to 
huge drainage problems in some 
areas. 

But there are products which can 
accommodate both plants and 
vehicles. In the BBC programme, Mr 
Swift looks at reinforced hexagonal 


plastic mesh which goes into the 
ground. You can fill it with either 
gravel or plants, then park your car 
on it. 

It is laid by first putting landscap¬ 
ing fabric over the soil to allow water 
to drain through and suppress 
weeds. 

A layer of sand is then put onto the 
fabric and the mesh embedded into 
it. 


You then fill your hexagonal slots 
with loamy topsoil and sand, which 
is perfect for sowing grass seed. 

Sow the seed in late summer, early 
autumn or spring. Before long, the 
grass will be growing above the 
mesh, but you can drive a car over it. 
Alternatively, use gravel or a 
combination of gravel and grass seed 
or other low-growing plant, like 
thyme or camomile. 
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Celebrating 70 


soffriendsh 


Join Thomas & Friends™ 
at a Heritage Railway near you. 
Experience a ride on a real steam 
train and take part in 
Thomas-themed activities. 

Kent & East Sussex Railway 
* Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HE • 


a Day Out With Thomas ™ Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends ™ Based on The 
Railway Series by The Reverend W. Awdry. © 2015 Gullane (Thomas) Limited. 
Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends, Thomas & Friends and Day Out With Thomas 
are trademarks of Gullane (Thomas) Limited."© 2015 HIT Entertainment Limited. 


www.dayoutwiththomas.co.uk/kentandeastsussexrailway 

KENT & EAST SUSSEX RAILWAY Tenterden Town Station 
Telephone 01580 765155 • kesr.org.uk 
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Bush-tucker's no trial Down Under 



TRAVEL REVIEW: Australia 

By Peter Thompson 


“HOW about we cook a kangaroo tail 
for afternoon tea, Pete?” suggests my 
aboriginal host Neville, as I cast a 
fishing rod into the river and keep an 
eye out for crocodiles. 

It seems a strange choice for a meal 
which usually involves sandwiches, 
but having developed a taste for ‘roo 
burger’ on a previous trip Down Un¬ 
der, this is one bush tucker trial I 
won’t be turning down. 

As I continue trying to catch what 
proves to be an elusive barramundi, 
Neville sparks up a fire, wraps the 
kangaroo tail with river gum leaves, 
then buries it in the ground to cook. 

The results are fantastic, and it 
comes as no surprise to discover that 
some of Australia’s top chefs are now 
turning to indigenous dishes to spice 
up their menus. 

The food scene here is exploding, 
and according to research conducted 
by Tourism Australia, British tourists 
rate the country as a top destination 
for food and drink. 

Keen to discover the culinary herit¬ 
age for myself, I’ve come to Western 
Australia, home to some of the best 
restaurants, top wine producers, and 
an indigenous community whose tra¬ 
ditional diet is arousing so much in¬ 
terest. 

Aborigines are experts in foraging 
for survival, and have lived from nat¬ 
ural resources for the past 70,000 
years. 

Neville refers to his 3,000-acre 
property in the Kimberley outback as 
“my supermarket and pharmacy”. 
During a morning walk, he points 
out plants used as medicine to cure 
various illnesses and plucks tasty 
berries from the trees to snack on. 

“My people never had saucepans 
and plates,” he laughs. 

But it’s not only Aborigines who 


are benefiting from the fat of the land 
- something I experience first-hand at 
Co-Op Dining in east Perth. 

While bush tucker is by no means 
served up on all 10 courses of my deli¬ 
cious marathon meal, I am presented 
with the now-familiar kangaroo tail, 
which tastes every bit as good with a 
glass of shiraz. 

Chef and owner Kiren Mainwaring 
says a passion for foraging influences 
his menu, and his Welsh accent pro¬ 


vides more proof that you don’t need 
to be native to appreciate the food on 
offer in Australia. 

Rainbow trout and rabbit liver par- 
fait are a couple of the other tasty 
dishes which are served, along with 
wines from Margaret River and Bick- 
ley Valley. 

On my previous trip to Perth, I had 
been underwhelmed by the city cen¬ 
tre, which lacked character, but I’m 
taken aback by how much it has 


changed five years on. 

I take a leisurely stroll with my 
guide, Ryan, from Two Feet & A 
Heartbeat Walking Tours, visiting 
classy restaurants, noisy bars, pubs 
and coffee shops. 

As I set off for dinner later that 
evening, a nod of approval from the 
receptionist at the Hougoumont Ho¬ 
tel confirms Bread In Common is like¬ 
ly to live up to its hype. 

The laid-back ambiance makes an 


TRAVEL FACTS 
:: Peter Thompson was a guest 
of Tourism Australia (www. 
australia.com). 

:: Etihad Airways (www.etihad. 
com; 0845 608 1225) flies from 
London and Manchester, via 
Abu Dhabi, to Perth from £729. 
Stay at Neville Poelina’s bush 
camp (www.aboriginaladven- 
tures.com) at Udialla Springs, 
200km from Broome, from 420 
AUS dollars (£235) per person. 


immediate impression as I walk 
through the door of the vibrant res¬ 
taurant and discover what all the fuss 
is about. 

I’m soon tucking into barramundi, 
pork shoulder, kangaroo (of course) 
and hogget loin - good enough to give 
my own nod of approval to the chef. 

Bread In Common proves to be a 
gem, but I unearth more jewels in the 
busy tourist town of Broome, a two- 
and-a-half hour flight from Perth. 

Built on the back of the pearl indus¬ 
try, Broome has developed into a 
thriving destination, where Austral¬ 
ians flock for winter sun. 

I check into the classy Pinctada Ca¬ 
ble Beach Resort & Spa, where lovely 
aromas emanating from the kitchen 
soon lure me into the restaurant. I’m 
pleased to discover the spiced pearl 
meat starter tastes every bit as good 
as it smells; fine preparation for a 
main of grilled fillet of Kimberley 
beef. 

While I can’t ever imagine develop¬ 
ing mid-afternoon cravings for kan¬ 
garoo tail, I do end my trip having 
developed a taste for the more unu¬ 
sual foods of Western Australia, 
whether prepared in restaurants or 
cooked in the ground. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




A MOST VIOLENT YEAR 

(15, 125 mins) Thriller/Drama/ 
Romance/Action 

ACCORDING to statistics, 1981 was 
the most violent year in New York 
City’s history, in relation to the 
population. 

Over the 12 months, more than 
1.2 million crimes were recorded, 


including 60,000 aggravated 
assaults, 5,400 rapes and 2,220 
murders. 

Centred on a married couple, 
who are struggling to keep their 
heating oil distribution business 
afloat, A Most Violent Year power¬ 
fully conveys the personal and 
professional sacrifices of a devoted 
husband and wife, who become 
one of the shocking statistics. 

A Most Violent Year hits a sweet 
spot on every level, from Chandor’s 
measured direction and lean script, 
to the powerhouse performances. 

EXMACHINA 

(15, 108 mins) Thriller/Sci-Fi/ 
Romance 

FOR his bravura directorial debut, 
London-born author and screen¬ 
writer Alex Garland (The Beach, 28 
Days Later) explores mankind’s 
unquenchable desire to give birth 
to sophisticated automata that learn 


from its mistakes. 

Shot largely within the confines 
of a state-of-the-art complex, which 
has enough fibre-optic cabling in 
the walls “to reach the moon and 
lasso it”, Ex Machina is a deeply 
disturbing thriller that explores the 
murky moral ramifications of 
creating a robot that could pass for 
human. It tells the story of Caleb, a 
talented computer programmer at 
a hi-tech firm run by the enigmatic 
Nathan. 

Ex Machina exerts a vice-like 
grip on our attention, anchored by 
riveting performances from the 
central trio. 

THE GAMBLER 

(15, 111 mins) Drama/Thriller 

SILENCE is golden for everyone 
except American screenwriter 
William Monahan. 

With an Oscar on the mantel¬ 
piece for The Departed, his English 


language reworking of the Hong 
Kong thriller Infernal Affairs, the 
Massachusetts-born scribe 
attempts a similar feat of alchemy 
with this modern update to the 1974 
film of the same name directed by 
Karel Reisz. 

But his penchant for wordy set 
pieces proves a distraction. He 
arms the cast with polished 
one-liners and barbed retorts that 


would draw blood if his woebegot- 
ten characters weren’t so emotion¬ 
ally cold and distant. 

Good fortune is in perilously 
short supply in Rupert Wyatt’s film, 
which unfolds through the blood¬ 
shot eyes of a college professor, 
whose daredevil antics at the 
blackjack table have left him 
heavily in debt to men who trade in 
violence. 
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Rise and shine at breakfast time 



By Jeananne Craig 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


WHAT did you have for breakfast this 
morning? 

A slice of toast on the way out the 
door? 

A quick takeaway coffee from the 
petrol station? 

Or worse still, nothing at all? 

You wouldn’t be alone. 

According to new research, a quar¬ 
ter of us skip breakfast once or more 
during the week, while 13 per cent of 
people never eat it. 

The survey was commissioned to 
coincide with Breakfast Week, which 
runs from January 25-31. 

The aim is to get people to enjoy 
morning mealtimes. 

It’s being backed by chef Phil Vick¬ 
ery, who is no stranger to early starts 
from his cookery slots on This Morn¬ 
ing. 

The 53-year-old won a Michelin 
star as head chef at the Castle Hotel in 
Taunton. 

He admits he often missed break¬ 
fast during his days in restaurant 
kitchens. 

“Chefs go to work, most of them 
smoke, most of them drink black cof¬ 
fee, and don’t eat anything else,” says 
Mr Vickery, who is married to televi¬ 
sion presenter Fern Britton. 

“About 20 years ago, I started eat¬ 
ing a proper breakfast. 

“I found that I felt a lot better.” 

The Kent-born, Buckinghamshire- 


based chef now enjoys a daily bowl of 
porridge with a drizzle of honey on 
top. 

His advice is to make it in the mi¬ 
crowave, and keep stirring to make it 
creamier. 

The father-of-one and stepdad-of- 
three now focuses on TV work and 
writing cookbooks. 

But he admits he sometimes misses 
his time at the ‘coalface’ in restau¬ 


rants. 

“I think it’s the camaraderie and 
the hitting that deadline twice a day, 
and your life is so rigidly set,” he says. 

“When I was a single man, it was 
fine. 

“ I certainly wouldn’t want to have 
done it as a married man, because 
you just wouldn’t see your kids.” 

It also means he can indulge his 
passion for the great outdoors. He is a 


part-time farmer and keeps pigs. 

“When I was a young boy, I worked 
on a farm up until the age of 17. We 
picked potatoes, milked cows, that 
kind of thing,” he said. 

“It’s always been in my blood. 

“As I got older, I wanted to do a bit 
of farming and I felt it was a release. 

“Having spent something like 25 to 
30 years in underground kitchens, I 
used to crave the outside. Now I just 


love it.” 

And he still makes time to treat his 
wife - who he met on BBC2 show 
Ready Steady Cook and married in 
2000 - to the occasional breakfast in 
bed. 

“We’re not big eaters, but she does 
love a bacon sandwich,” Mr Vickery 
said. 

“I do whatever I’m told. I’m very 
obedient!” 



a modern restaurant 
inspired c 
fresh & seasonal 

lunch or dinner 


LOCATED IN THE HEART 
OF SALTWOOD VILLAGE 


INGREDIENTS THAT ARE LOCALLY 


INGREDIENTS THAT ARE LOCALLY 
SOURCED WHEREVER WE CAN 


SO COME & 
JOIN US FOR 


OR JUST TO SAMPLE 
SOME OF THE FINEST 


WE ALSO SERVE 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Hospitals need 
to improve 


IT IS evident from coverage 
elsewhere in the media that East 
Kent Hospitals University NHS 
Foundation Trust is in denial in 
regard to poor levels of care it 
provides. 

The Care Quality Commission’s 
report clearly evidences how the 
excellent care offered by this trust 
in the past no longer exists in 
many instances. 

A much lower quality of care is 
being provided currently which is 
unacceptable to the commission 
or patients of the trust. 

The same level of denial existed 
for many years at Medway 
Maritime until this denial became 
unsustainable. 

Now the trust of that hospital is 
open to taking on board intelli¬ 
gence reports of unacceptable 
care and moving forward in a 
positive manner. 

Meanwhile, the east Kent trust 
prefers to get local MPs Roger Gale 
[Thanet North] and Julian Brazier 
[Canterbury and Whitstable] to 
issue statements saying all is well 
in the trust and the COC is at 
fault. 

No wonder these long standing 
MPs have failed to progress their 
Parliamentary careers to senior 
level. Action rather than denial is 
the order of the day. 

Leslie Hallybone 
Chair, Canterbury Co-operative 
Party 

Are we run by 
the PC brigade? 

AT A time when David Cameron 
and the Westminster cabal are 
telling us we have freedom and a 
right to free speech, we hear that 
Ofsted inspectors want to know if 
10-year-olds understand what 
lesbians do, whether their friends 
feel trapped in the wrong body, 
and if anyone at school has two 
mums or dads etc. 

Just like our pseudo democracy, 
the claims we are both ‘free’ and 
have ‘freedom of speech’ are 
bogus. 

The cowards in Westminster 
hide from the ‘enemy within’ that 
wants to erase the hundreds of 
years of the forming of our society 
and its standards and replace it 
with another dictated by minori¬ 
ties and mindless, humourless 
and senseless authoritarians, 

It is just making the situation 
worse. 

It’s time the Westminster 
cowards started running the 
country to suit the majority who 
pay their wages and vote them 
into power, rather than abdicat¬ 
ing it to the EU, the PC brigade 
and those wanting to tear down 
hundreds of years of hard work 
and common sense. 

Who is really in charge? 

Phil Granger 
West Mailing 
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Time libraries plan 
is brought to book 


Thank you for twice highlight¬ 
ing the consultation about the 
future of Kent’s libraries which 
started this month. 

Having a readership across the 
county, KoS has a vital role with 
regard to matters which affect 
every resident across geographi¬ 
cally and economically diverse 
Kent. 

And the fate of our 99 public 
libraries is such a matter. 

This network of centres of 
learning and enjoyment - to 
which every resident has equal 
and free access irrespective of 
age, wealth or circumstances - is 
a Kent success story of which we 
can all be very proud. 

Now, however, Kent County 
Council is proposing to hand 
over those libraries to a trust. 

It is inviting residents to say 
what they think and I urge KoS 
readers to take part online kent. 
gov.uk/lraconsultation or at 
their local library or one of the 
consultation roadshows. The 
details of Kent’s proposal can be 
found there too. 

KCC is calling its proposal a 
‘modernisation’; but I have great 
doubts that a trust will improve 
our libraries. 

Instead of being able to contact 
our local councillors if we want 
to express a view about our local 
library we will have to deal with 
an unaccountable organisation 
maybe a long distance away. 

That organisation may be 
exempt from Freedom of 
Information requirements so it 
will be hard to find out what’s 
going on. 

And, if examples in other parts 

Motorists: Don’t 
park on paths 

CARS that are parked irresponsi¬ 
bly on pavements can cause a 
potentially dangerous obstruction 
for pedestrians as it can force 
them onto the road and into the 
path of vehicles. 


of England are anything to go by, 
a trust may well implement cuts, 
closures, reductions in opening 
hours and overuse of volunteers 
about which local people will be 
able to do very little. Can we even 
be sure that our libraries will 
remain free and open to all? 

Libraries are like a ‘glue’ that 
holds communities together. Our 
integrated web of large and small 
libraries is almost the last shared 
public resource that binds Kent. 

Whether in Margate, Dover, 
Gravesend or Tunbridge Wells 
and everywhere in between, we 
all have relatively easy access to 
the same quality service. 

It beats me that councillors are 
proposing a fix for something 
that ain’t broke! 

Handing the service to a trust 
is at best an experiment and at 
worst the beginning of the end 
for some or all of Kent’s libraries. 
So, please have your say - wheth¬ 
er you are a regular library user 
or someone who recognises their 
importance to society and value 
to future generations. 

I don’t believe that any of our 
KCC councillors included 
handing over the library service 
in their manifestos - so it is extra 
important that we tell them what 
we think now. 

Saturday, February 7, is 
National Libraries Day. Why not 
organise a gathering at your 
nearest library to celebrate it and 
encourage other local people to 
respond to KCC’s libraries 
consultation? 

Richard Stainton 

Whitstable 


Newly released research by 
YouGov has shown that three 
quarters (74 per cent) of people 
are affected by vehicles parked on 
the pavement. 

Some groups - including people 
living with sight loss, older people 
or those with buggies - are at 
greater risk. 

Some 91 per cent of respondents 
living with sight loss who 


responded to a Guide Dogs survey 
said that parked cars on the 
pavement regularly obstruct 
them. 

I am urging the public to ensure 
they don’t park on the pavement. 

Gill West 

Leysdown-on-Sea 

Stop hurting 
our train users 


SINCE 2010, the Government has 
allowed train companies to hit 
passengers in Canterbury and 
Whitstable with massive fare rises 
of over 20 per cent. 

New fare rises came into effect 
on January 2 and this month both 
commuters locally and to London 
have been hit hard with price 
increases above the national 
average. 

Fairly priced and reliable rail 
and other transport is essential for 
our local economy, especially as 
we want to create apprenticeships 
leading to highly-skilled, well- 
paid jobs in cutting edge indus¬ 
tries for our young people’s 
futures. 

Yet in the UK commuters spend 
17 per cent of their salary on rail 
fares, compared to nine per cent 
in Germany and just six per cent 
in Spain and France. 

It can’t be right that young 
people starting out in the world of 
work are priced out of opportuni¬ 
ties, nor that modestly paid 
workers have to pay such a huge 
proportion of their income on 
simple home to work transport. 

Out-of-touch ministers talk 
about “fair fares for comfortable 
commuting”, but this is a world 
away from the reality for hun¬ 
dreds of hard-up commuters 
living in Canterbury and Whitsta¬ 
ble. 

David Cameron is presiding 
over a rip-off railway in Britain. 

He has failed to stand up for 
working people struggling with 
the cost-of-living crisis and has al¬ 
lowed the train companies to 
make people pay thousands more 
to commute on increasingly 
overcrowded trains. 

Hugh Lanning 
Labour Prospective 
Parliamentary Candidate, 
Canterbury & Whitstable 


Stack is such an 
almighty pain 


I AM sure I will be just the first of 
many to write to you over the 
course of the coming week to raise 
issues with the way the county is 
forced to grind to a halt whenever 
there is a problem at the ports. 

Operation Stack this week has 
caused us no end of problems and 
I dread to think of the additional 
pollution caused by all those 
lorries. Something must be done. 

J Abbott, 
Dover 
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images of kent 


Port of Dover 

by Susan Sanger, 
from Kingsnorth 



If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 



myFERRYlink 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 


/ 



chrysaliscare 



transforming lives 


We can provide you with a great 
opportunity to help transform 
children’s lives 

■ You don’t have to be married 

■ You don’t need to be employed 

■ You don’t need a big house 

■ You do need a spare room and space in 
your life to help a vulnerable child to achieve 



COULD YOU 

FOSTER? 

As a Chrysalis Care foster 
carer you will receive: 

24-hour professional support 

Excellent renumeration 

Job satisfaction 

Comprehensive training 

Access to a range of children’s services 

Retainer fees 


F- 

t 


We are also looking for specialist foster carers who can provide a home to teenagers, a parent 
and child, children with disabilities and carers who are interested in remand fostering. 

If you are considering becoming a foster carer, or would like to find out more about us, 

Please Call: 020-8298 2800 or visit our website: www.chrysaliscarefostering.org 
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homes for sale inside... 

Kent Life 


After a strong 2014, what 
will house market do next? 


Last year took many experts by surprise: demand went up as mortgages 
were relaxed, and confidence returned. The question now is will it continue? 


I F 2013 was the year when the 
housing market started 
showing signs of life after 
spending several years seem¬ 
ingly asleep, then 2014 was 
the year when it burst into bloom. 

And there’s no suggestion that 
the market across Kent is going to 
start wilting during 2015. 

The strength of the recovery seen 
last spring, when a wave of pent-up 
demand from home buyers was un¬ 
leashed onto the market, took many 
pundits by surprise. 

As consumer confidence in the 
economy grew, buyers started to 
feel more confident about taking 
the plunge. And with widened ac¬ 
cess to mortgages, which were both 
cheap in the low interest rate envi¬ 
ronment and available to people 
with only low deposits through 
schemes such as Help to Buy, some 
people who may have previously 
struggled to get a home loan found 
they now could get a deal. 

Soon, we started to get headlines 
about house prices hitting record 
highs. 

Experts said that behind the 
strong push-up in property prices, 
there was an imbalance between 
the high volumes of house hunters 
and the lack of homes for sale. 

According to a house price study 
run by Nationwide Building Socie¬ 
ty, typical UK house prices sur¬ 


passed their 2007 peak in cash 
terms last May, and continued to 
hit a run of new records in the 
months that followed. 

A separate report run by the Of¬ 
fice for National Statistics (ONS) 
has also recorded property values 
reaching record highs in 2014. 

The London market has been 
seen as the driver of much of this. 
Figures from the Land Registry 
have shown that in some London 
boroughs, property prices have 
leapt by almost 30 per cent in the 
space of only a year. 

But in the second half of this year, 
the focus has moved away from 
London, which has been seeing 
something of a cool-off following 
the fierce period of price growth, as 
people look for value beyond the 
capital. 

Other places which have seen 
property values surge by more than 
10 per cent this year compared 
with a year earlier have included 
Bristol, Hertfordshire, Milton Key¬ 
nes, Surrey, Reading and Slough, 
according to the Land Registry’s 
data. 

There have also been some 
bumps along the way during 2014. 
Stricter mortgage lending rules 
were introduced in April, under the 
Mortgage Market Review (MMR), 
which forced lenders to ask both 
home buyers and people looking to 


remortgage more thorough ques¬ 
tions about their spending habits. 

This is to make sure that borrow¬ 
ers will be comfortable with their 
mortgage repayments, both now 
and when interest rates start to rise. 

In recent months, there has also 
been evidence that home buyers are 
starting to become more “price sen¬ 
sitive” when considering sellers’ 
asking prices. 

Several reasons have been sug¬ 
gested for this recent mood change 
- that buyers are perhaps reaching 
the ceiling of what they can afford 
to pay, and also that they are bear¬ 
ing in mind the fact that the Bank of 
England base rate is expected to 
start climbing from its 0.5 per cent 
low in the coming months, pushing 
up mortgage costs. 

However, economists predict that 
the rates are not likely to rise as 
high as they were before the reces¬ 
sion, or at a rate which will leave 
mortgage holders suddenly scrab¬ 
bling for a huge step-up in cash. 

There have also been reports of 
fewer buyers coming to the market 
in recent months, which has creat¬ 
ed a more even balance between the 
number of homes for sale and the 
number of house hunters who can 
buy them. 

And fewer people competing for 
homes means less upward pressure 
on house prices. 


But the new year traditionally 
brings with it a host of new sellers - 
especially when the spring encour¬ 
ages many people to dust off the 
house and look to stretch their 
wings. 

So could the mood be set to 
change again in 2015? In the Au¬ 
tumn Statement, the UK Govern¬ 
ment announced a complete over¬ 
haul of how the stamp duty people 
pay when they buy a home is 
charged. 

The much-criticised “slab” struc¬ 
ture of stamp duty, where the cost 
goes up sharply in steps which are 
based around the price paid for a 
property, has been replaced with a 
graduated stamp duty structure, 
similar to income tax. 

Some 98 per cent of people who 
pay stamp duty will see the amount 
they pay cut as a result, the Govern¬ 
ment has said. 

Estate agents are predicting this 
move could create a new year 
bounce in housing market activity. 

Halifax predicted that UK house 
prices generally will edge up by be¬ 
tween three to five per cent across 
the next year, which would be a 
more modest increase than the 
double-digit year-on-year growth 
seen during the summer of 2014. 

The company said it expected the 
stamp duty overhaul to prompt a 
“modest boost” to house sales. 


ii 100s of homes HSS0 
available for sal 
or to rent at 

homesAco.uk 


»If you would like to 
advertise in this section, 
please telephone 

01233 653465 
or alternatively email 

jerry.barrett@ 

archant.co.uk 


» See the county’s best 
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Final Phase 
Reserve Now 


The perfect time to 
make your move. 

Audley Mote House. 

Luxury retirement village. 

As 2015 gets under way, there's no better time to make 
your next move. 

Our new plans for the final phase of development at Audley Mote House 
retirement village are available to view. With all completed properties already 
sold, don't miss your opportunity to reserve one of these stunning properties, 
due for completion this year. 

Move to Audley Mote House and experience a truly independent lifestyle 
surrounded by 450 acres of historic parkland, minutes from the village of 
Bearsted in Kent. Own your own luxury apartment or cottage and enjoy 
the freedom of having your property and gardens maintained for you. 

Join us at one of our open days for a private tour of the village, followed 
by complimentary coffee and cake. It could be one of the best decisions 
you've ever made. 

Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th February 

Call us now to book your place or to arrange a different date. 


Mote Park, Nr Bearsted, Kent ME15 8NQ 

Marketing Suite open daily, 9am - 5.30pm 
Properties from £309,950 - £519,950 



Call us to book your place. 

01622 297 093 


A 

AUDLEY 


www.audleyretirement.co.uk 


GOOD 

MOVE 
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mydate24 


BBB 


Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



For a quicker service from your 

moblie call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.53 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


YOUR local dating service, run by the 

dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


Date ONLINE Been left a message? 


Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


'HE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet 


YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


TERESA 39, petite, cuddly and 
bubbly seeks kind older male to 
travel, have fun, and take care 
of, pamper and flirt with. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416081 0 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 

answered. Tel No: 0905 002 
1883 Box No: 413399 
ATTRACTIVE female, seeking 
single male to enhance my 
happy life. Enjoys travel, good 
conversation, walking and 
music. Text Only Mailbox Box 
No: 4564712 0 

LUCY stunning tall brunette, 
looking for exciting times, seeks 
likeminded, adventurous male 
who is willing to try anything 
once or maybe even twice! Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416079 0 

LUCY, 32yrs, blonde lady 
seeks naughty boys of any age 
for no strings fun. Tel No: 0905 
002 1887 Box No: 413443 
PETITE blonde, blue eyes, very 
feminine and sensual seeks 
younger male for friendship and 
discreet fun. Can accommodate. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416077 0 

ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 
38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I'm tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1937 Box No: 415301 
SARAH 29yr old pretty slim 
single mum of one, interesting, 
lively, good fun, enjoys nights 
in/out, music, seeking similar 
easy going, genuine, honest 
man/dad to get to know. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415841 0 

DONNA 36yrs un-modest but 
very attractive, nice eyes, good 
figure, GSOH, OHAC, great job, 
sick of never meeting Mr Right, 
looking for someone special. 
Genuine male please. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415187 0 


LUCY, broadminded 18yrs 
seeks discreet fun with men any 
age. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1941 Box No:365051 
ANGIE attractive nurse 39yrs, 
new to area/advertising, likes 
dog walking, being sociable, 
meals in/out, WLTM honest, fun 
male for possible Itr. looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415827 0 
SEXY brunette, mid 20's busty, 
adventurous broad minded 
seeks no strings fun. Tel No: 
0905 002 1949 Box No: 
361739 

LISA attractive petite Filipino 
female, very lonely, wanting to 
find love, companionship and to 
be happy, looking for friendship 
and more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415549 0 
JANET, 36yrs Scottish lady, too 
shy to go out but loves to chat 
from home. Will answer all 
texts. Text Only Mailbox Box 
No:4627442 0 

SUE 65, 5ft 8ins, blonde hair, 
fashionable, smoker, GSOH, 
enjoys meals out, travel, 
animals, WLTM kind, shyish 
man for friendship, maybe more. 
Thanet area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415735 0 
MELANIE, sophisticated solvent 
brunette wltm working man of 
any age, im 32yrs. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4627443 0 
BLONDE female, 47, looking for 
fun, sensual, experienced, 

understanding, seeking similar. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415675 0 

LINDY, new to area, hoping to 
meet kind many of any age, 
looks unimportant. Im 43yrs 
blonde and petite. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4627444 0 
INTELLIGENT funny guy 
without a huge ego required for 
damaged heart. Casey 39, size 
10, curves in all the right paces, 
pretty, kind, loving, genuine, 
romantic and available. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415509 0 


fOur NEW MatchMaker service 1 ! 
makes meeting people easy! 


TRY IT FOR FREE TODAY! 


Matchmaker docs all the hard work r' > 
for you. We connect you with other ^ 
meiiil>er$ in your area who match — ~ 

your intfresfs to take the stress out if V 
of meeting new people. > ^ w 

SIMPLY TEXT WHTOMil 

First 3 messages received are free; thereafter £1.50. 
Text STOP to 89990 to exit at any time. 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


Text only for fun phone frolics. 

Text Only Mailbox Box No: 
4624149 0 

BLACK lady 43, sincere, down to 
earth, fun loving, likes theatre, 
cinema, meals out, walks, seeking 
white gent with GSOH, sincere and 
down to earth. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415477 0 
JULIA, seeks fifty shades of grey! 
You should be strong minded and 
seeking fun. Text Only Mailbox 
Box No: 4627445 0 
JENNY voluptuous blonde tanned 
well presented female, enjoys 
being and giving pampering, 
cooking, cosy nights, looking for 
some broadminded excitement. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415399 0 

SUSIE bubbly blonde looking for 
fun. Age/looks unimportant but 
must have a sense of adventure. 
Can travel and accommodate. 

Text Only Mailbox Box No: 
4624145 0 

JOYCE 39, attractive GSOH, loves 
nights out, honest, loyal, fun to be 
with, looking for mature male for 
adult companionship, meals out 
and hopefully more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415561 0 
PHILLIPA 22yrs just left boarding 
school, hoping to meet experi¬ 
enced working class man for real 
life fun. Text Only Mailbox Box 
No: 4624147 0 

NICOLETTE 32 petite professional 
attractive black female looking for 
similar hardworking white male 
who like me loves life and is 
serious about finding a LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415545 0 

SLIM brunette 36yrs hoping to 
meet older gent for friendship, fun, 
maybe more. Text Only Mailbox 
Box No: 4624146 0 
PAMMY 42yrs, recently divorced 
and fancies becoming a "cougar". 
Text Only Mailbox Box No: 
4624148 0 

PAT blonde blue eyed curvy, cud¬ 
dly female, attractive, likes swim¬ 
ming, gardening, holidays, my 
job/home, looking for happiness 
with quiet content grounded male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415533 0 

MANDY 35, petite attractive slim 
female with very GSOH, likes to 
keep fit, meals in/out, WLTM 
genuine child friendly guy/dad for 
fun times together. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415513 0 
JACKIE very pretty leggy well- 
mannered/educated 28yr old 
female, loves nights in/out, sports, 
WLTM sincere male up to 35yrs for 
friendship, hopefully Itr. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415377 0 
ALISON 27yr old very bored 
broadminded female with plenty of 
free time on her hands looking for 
some adult fun times. Call me, I 
won’t disappoint. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415177 0 
DEE lonely divorced female, slim, 
bubbly, attractive redhead, loves 
cuddles, looking for a man who can 
restore my faith in love and make 
me laugh. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 414961 0 


but for your eyes only! likes horses, 
keeping fit, gardening looking for 
genuine love interest and 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414721 0 
TERI separated single lady, 
blonde, blue eyes, slim, WLTM 
compatible male for genuine 
friendship, meals out, weekends 
away, nights out and more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 414361 0 
DEBBIE brown eyed attractive 
social female, romantic, good 
listener, loves children, looking for 
similar nice male/dad to get to 
know, hopefully leading to more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414383 0 

EMMA slim 5ft 8ins, single 
employed female with OHAC, 
enjoys many interests, gym, music, 
easy-going, genuine, supportive, 
seeking similar male for a chat, 
maybe a date. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414957 0 
JEAN slim blonde divorcee bubbly 
affectionate, romantic with lots of 
love to give, looking for man who 
knows how to look after a lady for 
meals in/out, friendship/ltr. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 414699 0 


never stray seeking similar male. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414629 0 

JANE 48yr old young looking 
professional female, tall, green 
eyes, attractive, size 12-14, enjoys 
walking, keeping active, nights 
in/out, good wine/conversation, 
seeking soul mate. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 414729 0 
ELAINE 30, fit, sexy, curvy black 
lady, very feminine, loves wining, 
dining, nights in, seeks solvent 
white 40's male who is passionate, 
loving and caring. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 414711 0 
DAWN 34, petite auburn haired 
female, size 12, sensitive, loving, 
affectionate, WLTM similar homely 
male who will spend lots of quality 
times with me for Itr. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 414499 0 
FEMALE seeking male for adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 413809 0 

PETITE Asian lady, slim, N/S, 
seeks genuine N/S male for 
wining/dining, fun and frolics. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414515 0 


Men Seeking 

mydate24l 



REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. 


ACTIVE honest, reliable, loyal, N/S 
male, 70, varied interests, seeks 
slim, positive, 60's lady for 
friendship and more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415931 0 
MATTHEW. 43 widower, business 
manager, solvent, reasonable 
looks but lonely. Text Only 
Mailbox Box No: 4624150 
QUIET easy going gent, likes 
nights in/out, seeks kind, caring 
white female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416055 0 

MATURE businessman, seeking 
slim, independent young female for 
mutual pleasure. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416023 0 
ASIAN male, 68, US educated, 
seeks black/European female of 
similar age, discreet, East London. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415997 

BRITISH white professional male, 
seeking intelligent, independent 
Asian/black female, 30-42 for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415961 0 

WHITE Spanish male, 42, work full 
time, seeks African lady, 20-45 for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415941 0 
JOHN 67, gentle, easy going, good 
natured, seeks affectionate, loving 
black female, any age for 
friendship and fun times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415913 0 
MIKE Canterbury mature male, 
seeks single mum/lady, 28-42, 
slim-medium build for loving, caring 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415275 0 


MALE 46, wishes to meet female 
of similar age for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415923 0 
74YR old retired, widowed male, fit, 
young looking, seeking younger 
female for fun and friendship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415855 

LONELY 75yr old male, OHAC, 
tall, medium build, genuine, loving, 
kind, seeking lovely kind lady. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415791 0 

MIKE Canterbury mature male, 
seeks single mum/lady, 28-42, 
slim-medium build for loving, caring 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415275 0 
BUILDER 45, tall, good looking, 
kind, considerate, easy going 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415315 
GRAHAM tall, semi-retired, 
Piscean, likes sailing, seeks 
female, any nationality. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415463 0 
SIMON 49, actor, likes music, films, 
reading, puzzles, loop holes, 
ambiguity, seeks pretty leggy 
female , 35 plus for friendship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415447 0 

GRAHAM tall, semi-retired, 
Piscean, likes sailing, seeks 
female, any nationality. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 415463 0 


SIMON 

49, actor, 
likes music, 
films, reading, 
writing, puzzles, 
loopholes, ambiguity, 

WLTM very pretty, leggy 
female, 6ft plus, 40 plus for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415155 0 
PAUL early 60’s, fit, smart, 
GSOH, WLTM female for some 
casual times. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415113 
ANDY young 66, widower, 
honest, caring, affectionate, 
GSOH, looking for LTR with lady 
60's, slim and likeminded. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415093 0 

JOHN own business, blue eyes, 
dark hair, loving, caring, tactile, 
5ft lOins, own home, likes to wine 
and dine, come and meet me. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414987 0 

LADY companion wanted for 
older gent, good position in life, 
likes travel, property abroad etc. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414821 

FEMININE sensual female, slim- 
medium build wanted by slim, 
kind male for daytime meets, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414809 0 
OUTGOING male, seeking 
attractive female, likes sports, 
music, cinema and nights out. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414793 0 

LATE 60's male, fit, 5ft lOins, 
GSOH, usual trappings, likes 
nice restaurants etc, slim, 
reliable, seeks nice lady for 
whatever comes. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 414643 
GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 0 

SINGLE male, early 50's, 
seeking female for discreet 
meets, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

414347 0 

39YR old guy, 6ft 2ins, slim- 
medium build, seeking female for 
no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414259 0 
LADY companion 60-70 wanted 
for elderly gent, likes travel with 
property abroad. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 414133 
AMIABLE intelligent male, 77, 
light smoker, seeks slim lady for 
friendship/companionship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413127 0 

MATURE male, looking for 
discreet meetings with female. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413039 0 

FRANK 54, 5ft lOins, blue eyes, 
blond hair, smoker, seeking 
friendship with mature female, 
40-60. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412893 0 


BLUE 

eyed 

male, fit, 
toned, 
likes socialising, 
travel, OHAC, seeks S 

female, 40-56 for loving, caring 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 413981 0 
MALE seeking Asian female, any 
age, outgoing, likes outdoors for 
fun times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 413965 0 
KEEN cyclist 58, non¬ 

competitive, seeks similar female 
for sea wall, countryside ride, 
walking etc for fun, laughs and 
whatever. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 413337 0 
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SIMON 49, actor, likes music, films, 
reading, puzzles, loop holes, 
ambiguity, seeks pretty leggy 
female , 35 plus for friendship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415447 0 


67YR old male, slim, 5ft 5ins, 
many interests, likes holidays, 
meals out, seeking slim female 
55-65 with GSOH to share TLC. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414023 0 


RETIRED engineer 67, likes 
meals out, nights in, holidays, 
seeking slim lady, 60-65, young 
at heart to wine/dine, friendship 
and more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 413161 0 
COMPANY Director, mature, late 
50's, seeking female, any age for 
mutually rewarding friendship, 
Kent/Surrey area. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412819 
IAN 5ft 11 ins, likes rock/roll, 
singing, making people laugh, 
seeking someone special. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412799 0 

WRITER tall, slim, dark hair, 
generous, seeking broadminded 
lady for fun times. Any 
age/status. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412749 0 
BARRY divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 412717 0 
RETIRED male, seeks attractive 
female for friendship and fun, any 
age/status/colour. East Kent, can 
travel. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 413133 0 
BESIDE the Pointe. Literate self- 
possessing, legginess, kindred 
spirit sought by white male for 
elevating the bar. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 412223 


MALE 

seeking 

friendship of 
mature woman, 
smoker. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 

412703 

SINGLE young lady, slim-medium 
build, 24-38 sought by mature 
male in Canterbury. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 405697 0 
MALE 48, looking for fun loving 
female to enjoy outdoor activities, 
nights in and meals out. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392212 0 
JAMES young, free and single, 
please give me a call if interested. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412345 0 

EX headmaster, tall, dark, seeks 
adventurous lady, status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412263 0 
MALE 49, 5ft lOins, likes cinema, 
reading, walks, seeks female in the 
Thanet area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 412235 
45YR old male, likes poetry, seeks 
companion for relationship. Herne 
Bay area. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411993 0 
CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 58yrs 
old, fit male, seeks female for 
laughs and love and whatever. NE 
Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 411725 0 

MALE 5ft 11 ins, good-looking, 
athletic build, looking for discreet 
fun times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411477 

DEREK seeking female, 50-60 for 
company, friendship and have fun 
together. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 411433 

MALE 49, attractive, fit, 
spontaneous, good company, no 
ties, seeking likeminded lady for 
the road ahead, nights in and out. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411309 0 


Follow US 
on 

I, i-:\l!yj 


CALL CHARGES’: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 mes¬ 
sages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. 
No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats 
Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message to opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 
7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 25/01/15 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 





I T WAS always hard to dislike the Skoda Fa- 
bia, but loving it was tough too. 

The original 2000-vintage model deliv¬ 
ered bargain-price five-door accessibility to 
the supermini sector - at the cost of frumpy 
styling inside and out. 

The mark II of 2007 had a better interior, but 
the supermini MPV design was too upright and, 
coupled with Skoda’s then rather archaic-looking 
corporate front end, meant a worthy car was 
hamstrung by an ageing image. 

Fortunately, the VW-owned Czech marque’s 
styling is now on the up; recent models, complete 
with the slimmer and flashier corporate grille, are 
much better on the eye and so is the latest Fabia, 
out now and priced from £10,600. 

Low-slung and crisply styled, and bigger yet 
lighter, the newcomer is far better equipped to 
take on bestsellers like the Ford Fiesta, the Vaux- 
hall Corsa and group rival the VW Polo. 

Again offered as a five-door hatchback or load- 
lugging estate - the latter arrives in March - it claims 
class-leading practicality, with more cabin space 
and a best-in-class boot for the hatch, offering 330 
litres with seats up and 1,150 litres folded flat. 

Skoda says crash safety has been enhanced too, while 
comfort levels and connectivity technology are higher. 


SCRUBBING UP WELL: Skoda supermini has 
been worthy but hardly a looker - until the arrival of 
this new third-generation car 


With economy never far from supermini 
shoppers’ minds, running costs are also said to 
be up to 17 per cent lower, with insurance 
groups reduced too. 

Six engine options are offered, with the big 
seller expected to be the economical yet lively 
three-cylinder 75PS (74bhp) 1.0-litre in mid¬ 


range SE trim, followed by the four-cylinder tur¬ 
bocharged 90PS (89bhp) 1.2-litre SE. 

There are two versions of a 1.4 diesel unit as 
well, but petrol-driven small cars dominate, 
particularly when private buyers are the prima¬ 
ry outlet - they expected to make up around 65 
per cent of sales in the Fabia’s case. 
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New Kia Picanto 

VR75D00R 



+ 


GET 3 YEARS SERVICING 
FROM JUST £99* 


RETAIL PRICE £9,845 

OUR PRICE 
£8,995 

SAVE £850 


REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE FOR 


PICANTO VR7 5 DOOR 


CASH PRICE 

£8,995.00 

CUSTOMER DEPOSIT 

£1,200.00 

36 MONTHLY PAYMENTS 

£148.53 

FINAL PAYMENT 

£3,272.50 

CHARGE FOR CREDIT 

£824.58 

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE 

£9,819.58 

RATE OF INTEREST 

4.9% 

APR REPRESENTATIVE 

4.9% 


Canterbury Kia 1 Westminster Rd, Vauxhall Ind Est, Canterbury CT1 1YY www.canterbury-kia.co.uk 01227 828210 
Harbour Garage Kia Tower Parade, Whitstable, Kent CT5 2BJ www.harbourgarage.com 01227 261477 


<EDy> 

The Power to Surprise 


Fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the Picanto 5-door'VR7' 1.0 68bhp are: Urban 52.3 (5.4), Extra-Urban 78.5 (3.6) and Combined 67.3 (4.2). C02 emissions are 532g/km. mpg figures are official eu test figures for comparative purposes 

and may not reflect real driving results. Retail sales only. Finance subject to status. Based on an estimated annual mileage of 10000 miles per annum. Excess mileage charged at 14.9 pence per mile. * £99 Kia Care-3 offer is only applicable on VR7 vehicles sold and registered to private retail customers between 7th 
January - 31st March 2015 and must be purchased within 1 calender month of vehicle registration. Model shown is for illustrative purposes only. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/Indemnity may be reguired. Kia Motors Finance, RH1 1SR. These offers supersede all previously advertised offers. Prices correct at 
time of going to press. Offers are subject to availability. E&OE. 



Motorline Hyundai — Canterbury 01227 81 7555 Units 2b & 2c, Westminster Road, Canterbury CT 1 1 YY 
Motorline Hyundai - Maidstone 01622 624070 Bircholt Road, Parkwood, Maidstone ME 1 5 9YI~I 


Fuel consumption in MPG (1/100km) for new Generation i20 range: Urban 30.7 (9.2) - 80.7 (3.5), Extra Urban 53.3 (5.3) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined 42.2 (6.7) - 88.3 
(3.2), C02 Emissions 155-84g/km. Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative 
purposes and may not reflect all driving results. 

YOU WILL nOT own THE VEHICLE UnTIL ALL PAYMEnTS ARE MADE. WE ARE A CREDIT BROKER (DOT A LEnDER). WE CAD inTRODUCE YOU TO A LIMITED DUMBER OF CAREFULLY SELECTED FIDADCE PROVIDERS. WE MAY RECEIVE A COMMISSIOD FROM THEM FOR THE IDTRODUCTIOn. 
5.9% APR Representative available on Personal Contract Purchase over 25, 31 and 37 month term or Conditional Sale over 12, 24 or 36 month term. Ts & Cs apply. Finance subject to status. Available between 22nd January and 31st March 2015, inclusive. Applicants must be 18 or over. 
Guarantee / Indemnity may be required. Hyundai Motor Finance RH1 1SR. Model shown: Dew Generation i20 Premium SE at £14,725 with metallic paint at £495 extra. 


flew Generation i20. Inspiration. Engineered. 


towards your deposit 
on Premium models 


S Qo/ APR £1,000 

_ J a -J f Representative 

Experience the flew Generation i20 at our exclusive launch event on 24th and 25th January. 


| nEw THinKinG. 
HYUnoni I nEW POSSIBILITIES. 
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Audi TT designer's Korean masterpiece 


Fresh from its facelift, the compact yet roomy Kia Picanto city car continues to be 
an a fine introduction to the Korean marque’s line-up as Steve Loader reports. 



PROGRESS: The Kia Picanto has been boosted by designer Peter Schreyer, the main man behind the original, 
iconic, Audi TT. Interior space is impressive - despite its size it can comfortably take three adults in the back on short 
journeys and two comfortably over longer distances 


B Y the time Kia’s second 
generation Picanto city 
car arrived in 2011, its 
reputation for value and 
economy, a decent drive, 
and seemingly bulletproof reliability 
had been established. 

The current car carries on as 
before but also benefits from the 
hand of Peter Schreyer - the man 
behind the original Audi TT and now 
Kia’s design guru. 

The small-wheel-at-each-corner 
format at the tiniest end of the car 
market is a limiting one, but 
Schreyer’s team nevertheless created 
an imposing yet compact and highly 
practical three- and five-door design. 

A recent facelift added to the car’s 
attractions in a competitive small car 
sector where fractional advantages 
count for a lot. 

The Picanto’s cabin space and 
seating are impressive, with 
excellent head and legroom; three 
adults can be carried in the back over 
short journeys and a long trek 
certainly wouldn’t be hard for two 
people travelling in the rear. 

The 200-litre boot is one of the 
bigger ones in this class and the 
relatively long wheelbase not only 
contributes to overall roominess, but 


also delivers an impressive ride and 
road manners that better the previous 
car in all departments; it can be 
hurtled about with enthusiasm in its 
intended urban environment and on 
winding rural roads, yet cruise the 
motorway with respectable refine¬ 


ment - depending on engine choice, 
but more on that later. 

Specifications are also generous; 
standard kit on the latest line-up 
(from £8,145) includes a height- 
adjustable driver’s seat and tilt-adjust- 
able steering column and, unlike an 


increasing number of small cars, it 
still comes with a radio and CD player 
rather than expecting you to have 
embraced the MP3 world, although 
you can still plug in your device or 
phone too. 

However, you will have to fork out 


Kia Picanto 1.25 
Quantum Eco 3-dr 


Price: 

Driving appeal: 
Image: 

from £11,995 
★★★★ 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Skoda Citigo 



a further £600 for the Air versions to 
get air con. 

A choice of two low-emission 
petrol engines means two city cars in 
one range: if you need out-and-out 
economy then the three-cylinder 
68bhp 1.0-litre entry unit is leisurely 
(0-60mph in 14.4 seconds), but all 
versions are road tax exempt. They 
will also average nearly 70mpg, 
which might make you wonder why 
anyone would go for the bigger 
84bhp 1.2 5-litre four-cylinder 
line-up, tested here. 

But this is nippier (0-62mph in 
11.4 seconds) and some versions are 
still road tax exempt. Prices start 
from £10,545 but you get a more 
flexible car that is also more refined. 
All versions come with Kia’s 
industry-leading seven- 
year/100,000-mile warranty. 



Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). New Corsa Limited 
Edition 1.2,3dr: Urban: 42.2 (6.7), Extra-urban: 61.4 (4.6), Combined: 52.3 (5.4). C0 2 emissions: 126g/km. # 

Personal contract hire offer on New Corsa Limited Edition 1.2, 3dr, red on orders received between 1 January 2015 and 1 April 2015, subject to availability and status. Age 18+ only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of £2,533, then 23 monthly 
rentals of £149.00. Excess annual miles over 8000 charged at 6.63ppm. Excess charges also apply if you breach manufacturer servicing or maintenance guidelines or if the car exceeds BVRLA Fair Wear & Tear guidelines for its age/mileage when it is returned to Vauxhall Leasing. Package 
includes Road Fund Licence and Vauxhall Assistance. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. Prices and details are subject to change without notice. You will not own the car. For full specification and T&Cs contact your local Retailer. ALD Automotive Ltd., trading as Vauxhall Leasing, BS16 
3JA. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. ^Applicants must hold a full, valid driving licence and be 18 years or over to qualify fora test drive. #MPG figures are official test data and may not reflect real driving results. 


MIS FOR 

r JorMORE*# 

FOR LESS 


Contact us to book your test drive today. 


NEW CORS 

LIMITED EDITION 3DR 

- 

£149 PER MONTH 

OVER 23 MONTHS 
WITH A £2,533 ADVANCE RENTAL 

“BRILLIANT NEW CORSA. 
SUPER-ADVANCED SUPERMINI” 

Auto Express 


Go Sevenoaks 

Mill Road 
Kent 

TN13 2UZ 

01732 423954 

www.govauxhall.co.uk 


Go Edenbridge 

Station Road 

Edenbridge 

TN86HL 

01732 423928 

www.govauxhall.co.uk 


Go Vauxhall Chislehurst 

Perry Street 

Chislehurst 

BR76HB 

0208 2787325 

www.govauxhall.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 
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holidays 





Braemar Gathering & Highland Steam 

by Rail 3 September, 2015 
6 days £689pp • Quote: GB9-KOS 


Since 1848 the world-famous Braemar Gathering 
has been regularly attended by the reigning 
Monarch (as the Chieftain of the gathering) and 
members of the Royal Family. We will visit the 
gathering and tour the Trossachs - gateway to 
the Highlands; cruise on Loch Katrine and ride 
the Strathspey Steam Railway through gorgeous 
Highland scenery. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout from Kings 
Cross • Return rail travel from London Kings 
Cross, York or Newcastle to Pitlochry 

• 5 nights half-board stay in Blairgowrie 

• All coach travel & touring in Scotland 

• Loch Katrine Cruise • Ride on the 
Strathspey Railway • Entry to Braemar 
Gathering - seated in open stand 

Note: Attendance by the Queen and Prince 
Charles not guaranteed 

kent-life.co.uk www.kentnews.co.uk 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


The much loved M/V Funchal which has been rebuilt and upgraded to offer 4* plus accommodation. 
Board in Portsmouth or Falmouth and sail with us to the Mediterranean taking in northern Spain and the 
scenic coast of Western France, Oporto, Cadiz, Gibraltar, Lisbon and the Balearic Islands before the 
delights of Bilbao and the wine regions of the Rioja and Bordeaux vineyards. 


Treasures of the 
Mediterranean 


INCLUDED: 18-mght full board cruise sharing an inside superior cabin on Madeira deck (cat 2) - 
upgrades available • Entertainment • Port charges and all gratuities • Car parking at Falmouth 

Alternative cruises on the M/V Funchal are available, including St Petersburg & the Baltic departing 
5 May and Norwegian Fjords departing 26 May. 


on board the M/V Funchal 

Departs Portsmouth 30 July, 2015 

19 days, full board, from £2/l99pp • Quote:TM7-KOS 


Spectacular Corsica by Rail 

2 October, 2015 

10 days, £1,1 99pp • Quote: CR10-KOS 


Corsica is one of those undiscovered places that appears 
French but is different in customs, cuisine, language and 
character. Planted in the Mediterranean like an 
impregnable fortress, Corsica has amazing geographical 
diversity. Within half an hour, the landscape can change 
from glittering bays and fabulous beaches to jagged 
peaks with breathtaking valleys and enigmatic hilltop 
villages. We travel by Eurostar direct to Marseille where 
we stay overnight. The next day we travel by ferry to 
Corsica and transfer to our hotel in Calvi. 


Rivers, Boats &Trains of the Dordogne 

by Rail 23 April, 16 July & 3 September, 2015 
6 days, from £599pp • Quote: DG-KOS 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout 

• Eurostar from London St Pancras to 
Marseille (from Ashford on request) 
and return TGV to Paris or Lille and 
Eurostar to London • 2 nights B&B in 
Marseille area outbound and return 

• Return daytime ferry between 
Toulon and Corsica • 7 nights half¬ 
board accommodation in Calvi 

• Excursions • All transfers abroad 


In the heart of France, the Dordogne region has so much to 
offer with a stunning scenic railway, picturesque castles, 
beautiful rivers, and medieval hilltop towns. We stay in the 
centre of the famous town of Perigueux, and include 
excursions taking-in: Rocamadour, perched on a hilltop 
overlooking the Dordogne river; the picturesque 
Truffadour railway; the beautiful village of La Roque 
Gageac with a cruise on the Dordogne on a traditional flat 
bottomed boat; and Le Gouffre de Padirac to visit the 
stunning underground caves. 


INCLUDED: Escorted 
throughout • Return rail travel 
from London St Pancras (from 
Ebbsfleet on request) to 
Limoges • 5 nights half-board 
stay at a 3-star hotel in 
Perigueux • Excursions 
• Transfers abroad 


Holidays offered by 

GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 


ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
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Email: 

info@gnvoyages.co.uk 

Web: 

www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 


0ABTA a I 


Lake Bled's Lights on the Lake, Slovenia 

by Air 16 July, 2015 
6 days, £699pp • Quote: LB7-KOS 

Bled, in the former Yugoslavian state of Slovenia, is one of 
Europe's best kept secrets with a soaring vista of Alpine Peaks, 
surrounding the crystal clear waters of the lake.The'Bled Days 
and Bled Night'festival includes concerts and light shows, the 
highlight being Bled Night when the lake glows with floating 
candles and the sky with fireworks. We also include a ride on 
the stunning Bohinj railway, visits to Kamnik and Kranj and an 
afternoon in Ljubljana, Slovenia's capital. Flying from a choice 
of UK airports to Ljubljana or Venice and staying in a 4-star 
lakeside hotel, this is a holiday not to be missed. 


INCLUDED: Escorted 
throughout abroad • Return 
flights with luggage to 
Ljubljana or Venice from a 
choice of UK airports - 
supp't may apply • 5 nights 
half-board stay at a 4-star 
lakeside hotel • Included 
excursions as stated 
• Transfers abroad 


Buy One 
Get One 
Half Price 
From £1650pp 
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BOOM: Models like the Mercedes-Benz Sprinter and Fiat Doblo are underpinning growth 


UK pic growth sparks surge 


■Cl 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


I F YOU take the view - as many economic 
pundits do - that demand for vans is a good 
guide to the confidence and health of the UK 
economy, then registrations for 2014 were a 
real tonic. 

They finished nearly 19 per cent ahead of 2013 
and reached pre-recession levels, finishing on a 
particularly high note, with December showing a 
26.6 per cent increase on the same month in 2013. 

It is a sharp contrast to the picture after the 
recession hit in 2007, with registrations for vans - 
the oil on the wheels of British business, construc¬ 
tion and manufacturing - plunging as operators 
desperately sought savings, retaining and punish¬ 
ing vehicles by clocking up more miles than they 
would normally. 

However, this practice was also bound to 
accelerate recovery by creating a used van market 
full of tired stock which makes it even more 
attractive for increasingly confident owners and 
operators to re-equip with a new vehicle. 

■ Read on for tips on how to choose your next 
workhorse. 


renault.co.uk 



NEW RENAULT 
MASTER RANGE 
FROM £231 PER MONTH 
ON CONTRACT HIRE 


ALL-NEW 

RENAULT TRAFIC RANGE 
FROM £185 PER MONTH ON 
CONTRACT HIRE 


NEW RENAULT 
KANGOO RANGE 
FROM £189 PER MONTH 
ON CONTRACT HIRE 


NEW RENAULT 
KANGOO Z.E. RANGE 
FROM £199.95 PER MONTH 
ON CONTRACT HIRE 


■ ~n III 
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RENAULT 

BUSINESS 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

BIRCHOLT ROAD, PARKWOOD 
MAIDSTONE ME15 9XY 
TEL 0844 822 7112 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY MOTORLINE ASHFORD 


WESTMINSTER ROAD 
CANTERBURY CT1 1YY 
TEL 0844 822 7100 


HILTON ROAD 
ASHFORD TN231EW 
TEL 0844 822 7094 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 


TRUST EUROPE’S N0.1 
VAN MANUFACTURER 



BUSINESS USERS ONLY. All prices exclude VAT. *36-month contract hire based on 10,000 miles (6,000 miles for Kangoo Z.E)and 6+35 profile (6x monthly payment in advance followed by 35 monthly payments for Master, Trafic and Kangoo) and 3 +35 profile (3x monthly payment in advance followed by 35 monthly 
payments) for Kangoo Z.E At the end of the contract you will not own the vehicle. Further charges may apply subject to the mileage and condition of the vehicle at the end of the contract. Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Ltd, PO Box 149, WD171FJ. Subject to status. Guarantees and indemnities may 
be required. You must be 18 or over and a UK resident (excluding Isle of Man and Channel Islands) to apply. Our dealership introduces customers to a limited number of financial providers including RCI Financial Services Ltd. Terms and conditions apply. Visit www.renault.co.uk or participating dealer for full details. 
tWarranty applies to new vehicles up to a period of four years or 100,000 miles, (6000 miles on Kangoo Z.E) whichever comes first (first two years unlimited mileage). Renault Assistance Roadside Cover is provided by our approved roadside assistance partners. Cover from months 0 to 36 includes assistance 
at the roadside and home, national recovery, onward travel and European cover. Cover from months 37 to 48 includes roadside and Flome Start (including a local tow to an authorised Renault dealer). 

Offers are valid on eligible vehicles when ordered by 31 March 2015 and registered by 30 June 2015 
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Commercial Vehicles 


Why the van is more than just a box 


V ANS are still basically 
boxes to be stuffed with 
cargo. 

Yet operators have 
seen economy, efficiency 
and flexibility soar, while drivers 
have enjoyed better performance, 
refinement and safety. 

Much of this comes from car- 
derived designs: originally modified 
superminis or family hatchbacks, 
with blanked-out rear windows and 
a flat load space replacing back seats, 
but the same driver benefits such as 
air con and a decent sound system. 

The trend then migrated to larger 
vans, often derived from the 
better-handling platforms of popular 
cars too, even if the body is bespoke. 

Load capacities have also grown, 
varying from as little as three cubic 
metres for a hatchback courier or 
company runabout, right up to a 
cavernous delivery van. 

Access has improved too. Many 
larger vans have a low-floor driving 
compartment for easy access, while 
most vehicles above supermini class 
now have a sliding side door as 
standard to aid loading - and many 
buyers take the option of a second 
slider. 

And there is now usually a choice 
of side-opening twin rear doors or 
high-lift tailgate, while cab doors 
generally have a reduced opening 
angle; it’s easier then for a busy 
driver to grab and close the door, or 
avoid it swinging wide and hitting 



BIGGER: Toyota has beefed up its market presence with the Proace 


something ... or someone. 

The Dualiner is also popular - a 
van that can seat five and still carry 
a decent cargo. It’s ideal for compa¬ 
nies needing to send a crew on the 
road plus all their gear, or the 
owner-operator or tradesman who 
must carry his kit on weekdays, and 
the family at weekends. 


And it’s not just vans that are 
changing, but the way they are sold; 
with advantageous lease deals and 
buying plans, a new van offers the 
latest comfort levels, the lowest 
running costs from the newest 
powertrains, and will make you and 
new customers feel good about the 
business. 





GREAT FINANCE OFFERS ON TWO NEW 
FIAT COMMERCIAL VEHICLES at noothgate 


W£ SPEA it WITH PACTS 


5CUDO COMFORT 

Ll HI 1.6 M-JET90 BHP 


DOBLO CARGO 

1,3 M-JETPIE5EL90BHP WITH 
AN M/S 5l.DE LOAD DOOR 

FEATURE l 

ELECTRIC] WINDOWS 
CENTRAL LOCKING 
STEEL BULKHEAD 
FULL SIZE SPARE WHEEL 


FEATURES: 

ELECTRIC WINDOWS 
CENTRAL LOCKING 
STEEL BULKHEAD 
FULLSIZE SPARE WHEEL 
THREE SEATS 

TWIN SIDE LOADING DOORS 


l NO PINAL / 
X PAYMENT / 


PEfr WEEK * VAT 
NO FINAL 
PAYMENT 


NORTHGATE FIAT 

WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT CT1 1YY TEL: 01227 46410Q EMAIL: VA N5A LES@NOPT HGATEFIAT,CO, UK 

pi™viumprrQn Hat Rro1f«ron 1 il rjngt mra (LI WM/ri|. |hwti 25.Q ■ lU.fll -M. 2 ^|; F«ri.lJrtM*frar Q7.4 !7.y|.Qjinb»itirirj(im33.S^HJ|-«J.7n.S.|.ia J JJig-'Frr.. ,«. 

j VililK^hiiil Smn ferh'irrnrl hr# ■! pum^i <’li i Im? hmml Rnimbrbi mnwt m^ibip I uira-J i ■HI ipI-b* n wn fr.i ■ . mn u pup ■■ * ■ I cn —im*» |«pnpm A'U»bi 


www.northgati-groijip.co.uk 
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Vanitv hits secto 


F ASHION’S fickle 
finger has finally 
reached the van 
market according to 
market watchers at 
CAP Automotive, who point 
to a quicker turnover of 
model designs. 

Until now, the van world 
contrasted with the faster- 
churning car sector, where 
shelf lives have halved since 


the 1970s through manufac¬ 
turers striving ever harder to 
keep products as fresh and 
interesting as possible. 

In contrast, van design 
changes and new features 
have always arrived more 
slowly. 

But Tim Cattlin, CAP Moni¬ 
tor’s editor for commercial 
vehicles, explained: “The 
days when a van was solely 


regarded as a work tool are 
coming to an end. 

“The creep of vanity into 
the van market is a mixed 
blessing. 

“It ensures a more dynamic 
marketplace, with exciting 
and fresh offerings appearing 
with increasing regularity. 

“But it also threatens faster 
depreciation as model shelf 
life begins to shorten and 



LOOKS: Above, the Toyota Hilux; below, the Peugeot Expert 


ts time tor picK-up 
uck man' to step 
up and take a bow 



P ick-ups like the 

Toyota Hilux 
(pictured above) or 
Fiat Doblo Work 
Up are a relatively 
small but crucial part of the 
UK commercial vehicle 
market. 


This is partly due to a tax 
anomaly which makes them 
attractive to private users, 
but commercial operators 
also see them as relatively 
cheap yet capacious work¬ 
horses, available with two or 


four-door cabs and, in the 
case of 4x4 models, able to go 
most places on a farm or 
construction site. 

‘Up-spec’ double cab 
versions are particularly 
popular as they can also take 
the family at weekends, 
complete with camping gear, 
bikes and so on, all secure 

safe from the weather 
a removable 
load bay 



Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 
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Commercial Vehicles 



vou require 


S IZE it up - gauging space 
and weight requirements 
is crucial for small or 
start-up businesses, so opt 
for a van that can grow 
with your needs. 

On the other hand, a bigger and 
under-used van could cripple your 
fledgling business with higher 
leasing and running costs. 

■ Access - do you need one or two 
sliding doors, and will you have to 
unload in cramped spaces, meaning 
that twin rear doors will be better 
than a tailgate? 

■ Powertrain - you’ll probably 
want a diesel, though electric might 
be good for your firm’s image and 
running costs if you cover few miles. 
Opt for an automatic gearbox too for 
urban or stop-start work. But if you 
cram your van and use all of its 
weight capacity, consider a bigger 
engine. 

■ Do your research - don’t just go 
for a brand because you like the cars 
it makes; the van business is a 
different ball game. And check which 
models win awards: van media tend 
to be hard-nosed about running 
costs, convenience and other aspects 
- awards tend to be well earned. 

■ Go for a test drive - you or a staff 
member will spend lots of time in the 
van, so it needs to work well for the 
regular driver and be easy to handle 
and park. 

■ Does it look good? - A crazy 
question maybe, but appearances 
can be important to your company 


WHAT SUITS YOU?: The all-new Renault Trafic (above) comes in many for¬ 
mats, while Citroen’s versatile Nemo (right) has won a host of top awards 


image. And, if it will be parked 
outside your house or on the drive, 
what will the neighbours think - and 
your family? 

■ New or used? - A new van is 
better for your business image, and 
there is the promise of greater 


reliability and no need for an MOT 
for three years, but it costs more to 
buy. A good compromise is to buy a 
smart used van with a warranty 
from a main dealer, but good quality 
used vans are in short supply 
post-recession. 



from £15555 OTR 


DO YOU WANT DEDICATED SUPPORT ON THE ROAD? 

LET'S TALK BUSINESS 


EXPERT 


FROM £10850 OTR 


PARTNER 


FROM £13825 OTR 


£219 


RENTAL PER MONTH 


• UP TO 1,900KG PAYLOAD 

• UP TO 17M 3 LOAD VOLUME 

• UP TO 41.5 COMBINED MPG 


£189 


RENTAL PER MONTH 


• UP TO 7M 3 LOAD VOLUME 

• UP TO 1,200KG PAYLOAD 

• CLASS-LEADING CO 2 EMISSIONS 


£159 


RENTAL PER MONTH 


• MULTI-FLEX PASSENGER SEAT 

• UP TO 850KG LOAD CAPACITY 

• UP TO 64.2 COMBINED MPG 


BACKING YOUR BUSINESS ON THE ROAD. 

The MotorLine Canterbury Business Centre is committed to Local companies just Like yours. Offering a range of 
reLiabLe, versatile models with affordable payments, economical running costs, and competitive emissions. All 
with the support of our Business Sales Specialist and dedicated Business Service Advisor. 

Contact us for a test drive and to see how we can help your business. 

MOTION & EMOTION 



PEUGEOT 

PROFESSIONAL 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Broad Oak Road, CANTERBURY, CT2 7PX01227 451791 www.motorline.co.uk/peugeot 


The OfficiaL Fuel Consumption figures in MPG and CO 2 emissions for the Boxer range are: Urban 29.7 - 33.2 (9.5 - 8.5), Extra Urban 43.5 - 48.7 (6.5 - 5.8), Combined 37.7 - 41.5 (7.5 - 6.8) and CO 2 emissions 199 - 180 (g/km); 
for the Expert range are: Urban 31.3 - 39.2 (9.0 - 7.2), Extra Urban 41.5 - 47.0 (6.8 - 6.0), Combined 37.1 - 44.1 (7.6 - 6.4) and CO 2 emissions 199 - 169 (g/km); for the Partner range are: Urban 30.7 - 58.9 (9.2 - 4.8), Extra Urban 
48.7 - 65.7 (5.8 - 4.3), Combined 39.8 - 64.2 (7.1 - 4.4) and CO 2 emissions 164 - 115 (g/km). 

MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Load size and weight dependant on vehicle specification. Rate refers to the New Boxer Professional, Expert Professional and Partner Professional. All rentals are based on a 
36 month contract with 6 rentals in advance followed by 35 monthly rentals at 10,000 miles per annum. All rentals are subject to VAT. Any excess mileage will be chargeable. Offer subject to availability. Written quotations available from Peugeot Contract Hire, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Red "ill R1-1 1QA. A guarantee may be required. 
Business users only. Over 18s only. Offers apply to eligible vehicles supplied and registered from 31/03/15 until such point they may be withdrawn by Peugeot Motor Company at any time without notice. For full terms and conditions, please contact the Peugeot Quoteline on 0845 313 3811 (calls may be recorded for training purposes). 
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moresses 


H AVING seen off petrol 
power, diesel is king in 
the van world. 

This type of engine 
offers better economy 
and range, good pulling power low 
down in the rev range, extended 
service periods, lower maintenance 
costs and longer-lasting parts. 

Gearboxes have also changed. A 
six-speed manual gearbox is the 
norm 


- two cogs better than just a few 
years ago - but urban operators are 
turning increasingly to automatic, 
semi-automatic or clutch-less 
transmissions. 

These can usually be driven with 
manual selection anyway, but are 
ideal for stop-start urban conditions 
and can be as economical as a 
manual. 

No longer waiting in the 
wings, though, is a 

further option for 
urban van 
drivers 
- elec¬ 
tric 


power. 

The electric van seems made 
for the city: its instant power 
delivery is ideal for stop-start 
traffic and any braking or 
deceleration simply helps 
recharge the batteries. 

And even if the van’s range 
- more than 100 miles in the 


case of Renault’s Kangoo ZE - is 
compromised by a demanding day, 
chances are an urban area will have 
convenient, quick charging points. 

Needless to say, zero-emission 
electric vans escape road tax and the 
congestion charge, but there’s also a 
PR gain if your company wants to 
project an eco-friendly image. 


CHOICE: A Renault Kangoo 
Van (left) is also available 
with battery power, while low 
emission, ultra-economical 
BlueEfficiency engines are 
available on the Mercedes- 
Benz Citan (above) 


HILUX DOUBLE CAB 
INVINCIBLE DIESEL 3.0 



TOYOTA 



MORE THAN 


£256 


+ VAT 


(Business users only*) 


£1,536 


initial rental + VAT 


Automatic differential switches 
between 21JL/D and 4UL/D 


Toyota Touch™ 2 multimedia 


Cruise control 


171BHP engine 


Ladder chassis and TOP Platform 


AHJL/AYS A 
BETTER \JL/AY 


A PICK-UP. 
A LEGEND. 


Motorline Ashford 

The Crescent, Orbital Park 
TN24 OSN 

Tel: 0844 822 7122 


motorline.co.uk/toyota 


Motorline Canterbury 

Broad Oak Road, Canterbury 
CT27RB 

Tel: 0844 822 7130 


f| /Motorline-Group 


Motorline Tunbridge VUells 

Dowding VJL/ay, North Farm 
TN23UY 

Tel: 0844 822 7169 


@motorlinegroup 



Model shown is Hilux Double Cab Invincible Diesel 3.0 £21,759.17 ex VAT. Price excludes metallic paint at £412.50 ex VAT. *For Business Users only. Initial rental and VAT applies. Available on new sales of model shown when ordered, registered and financed 
between 16th December 2014 and 31st March 2015 through Toyota Financial Services on Toyota Contract Hire. Advertised rental is based on a 3 year non maintained contract at 10,000 miles per annum with an initial rental of £1,536+VAT. Excess mileage charges 
apply. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. At participating Toyota Centres. Toyota centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Terms and conditions apply. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to 
status to over 18s only. Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC. Registered Office: Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. For full details of terms and conditions applicable to the 72 hour test drive 
please visit www.72hourtestdrive.co.uk. Vehicles are subject to availability and drivers must be 25 years or older. 

Hilux Double Cab Invincible Diesel 3.0. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg, Urban 29.7, Extra Urban 42.2, Combined 36.7. CO 2 Emissions 203g/km. The mpg figures quoted are sourced from official 
EU-regulated test results. These are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk ICE A 
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i Kent on Sunday 

jobs24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 0845 671 4460 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



view 

S C HOOL 


PD WELFARE ASSISTANT 

34.58 hrs per wk for 39 weeks per year 
Kent Salary Range 3 
£14,527.00 - £16,468.00 per annum 
Pro rata to £11,456.60 - £12,987.36 
Plus SEN Allowance of £1,205.00 pa 

Do you want to join one of the top performing Secondary Modern 
Schools in Kent? 

We are seeking to appoint a passionate member of support staff who will 
join a team of Welfare Assistants to work closely with and support the 
needs of physically disabled (PD) students. 

The post holder will be required to support PD students both in the 
classroom and within the PD area with their learning and welfare needs 
in order to maximise their levels of achievement and independence. 
Experience of dealing with students’ welfare therefore is essential and 
the post holder will be required to undertake moving and handling 
training. 

The School received a very positive Ofsted Report recently and was 
rated ‘good’ in every category. Thamesview is a new school build that 
benefits from innovative learning environments and state of the art ICT 
equipment. 

We are committed to providing high quality learning experiences 
for our students and to supporting our staff through excellent CPD 
opportunities. 

Further details and an application form can be obtained from our HR 
Manager on email k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk or the school’s 
website. 

Closing Date: 3rd February 2015,9.00am 
Interviews: Week Commencing 9th February 2015 

CVs without an application form will not be accepted. 

l/l/e are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of students. 
Appointment to this post will require an Enhanced Disclosure 
via the Disclosure and Barring Service. 

jf' rj* © OSf^S 




sjl medical 


Registered Nurses: RGN, RMN, RNLD 
Paramedics, OTs and Physios 

£32,000 - £44,500 dependent on 
experience and location 


For further information or to apply with your CV, please email 
iobs@sibmedical.com or call 020 7832 1980 


DISTRIBUTORS 

REQUIRED 


To deliver the BT Phone Book in and around: 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
• EASTGRINSTEAD 
CROWBOROUGH • TONBRIDGE 
SEVENOAKS • WESTERHAM 

Good rates of pay and flexible working hours. 


If interested in delivering, call 01424 884177 
or TEXT TUN to 07937 985963 
Or visit www.bookyourroute.com 



' Residential Care N 
Home for Adults 
with Learning 
Difficulties based 
in Doddington, 
Sittingbourne 
requires a 

CARE 

ASSISTANT 

PART-TIME 

Hours involve shift 
work and weekends. 

Own transport 
essential due to the 
location of the home. 
For further details 
please contact 
Sally Brooks on 

v 01795 886220 / 



LOOKING FOR YOUR 
PERFECT JOB? 

TRY VISITING 

jobs .co.uk 

* IN-PAPER * ONLINE * ON MOBILE 


LOOKING FOR THE 
PERFECT APPLICANT? 
GIVE THE RECRUITMENT 
TEAM A CALL TO PLACE 
YOUR VACANCY 

0845 

6714460 


Get your CV in front of local employers 
Upload it to jobs24.co.uk today 


Swale Academies Trust 

& 

Westlands School 

Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1PF 

Teaching Assistant 

Required for immediate start 
Salary £13,512 - £16,468 (pro rata) 

(equal to £8,155 to £9,940 pa depending on experience) 

27.08 hours per week, worked over 5 days, term time only. 

A post has become available for a permanent role of 27 hours per week as a Teaching Assistant, to 
support pupils, who have a range of learning needs, both in our intervention unit and in mainstream 
classes. Experience in early-years reading skills, literacy and phonics would be an advantage. 
Applicants should have the necessary skills to support in mainstream classes, in small groups or on 
an individual basis. Candidates would be expected to have good literacy and numeracy skills, and as 
part of the interview, may be asked to demonstrate their skills in supporting pupils. 

Recruitment packs are available from Westlands School or online (www.westlands.org.uk). 
Please note that we cannot accept CVs without an application form. Applicants should include a 
letter of application detailing how they meet the requirements of the person specification 
Closing date: Wednesday 4 Feb 2015 at noon. 

SSwale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. This post is subject to 
an enhanced DBS check. 

Contact Details 

Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 
Email swa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 
Headteacher: Mr S Cox MA 
Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA 

FT Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 

Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS 



MEDIA FIELD 

SALES 

EXECUTIVE 

DARTFORD & GRAVESEND 

22K + COMPETITIVE BONUS STRUCTURE 

The Kentish Times is looking for a Media Field Sales 
Executive to support and increase its business in The 
Reporter covering Dartford and Gravesend 
You need to be ambitious, IT-literate, focused with a good 
eye for detail and a strong proven sales background 
You must be able to communicate well both verbally 
and in writing 

To find out more, email your CV to 

employment@archant.co.uk 


www.sell.smallads24.co.uk/london i : 
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PLANNING 



Public Sector 


You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.llk/kent 


KOSMEDIA 


Telephone: 01233 653465 


Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk | Online: www.iobs24.co.uk/kent 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for a new Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that The Battle of Britain 
Memorial Trust have applied to the Dover District 
Council on 16th January 2015 for a new premises 
licence for The Wing, New Dover Road, Capel Le 
Feme Kent CT18 7JJ 

The proposed application is to permit the sale by 
retail of alcohol. 

Any person who wishes to make a representation 
in relation to this application must give notice in 
writing of his/her representation by 14th February 
2015 (28 days the day after the application is 
received by the licensing department) stating the 
grounds for making said representation to: Licensing 
Service,Dover District Council, White Cliffs 
Business Park, Dover CT16 3PJ. 

The public register where applications are available 
to be viewed by members of the public can be 
accessed online by visiting at www.dover.gov. 
uk/Licensing and following the link to the public 
register. 

The Licensing Authority must receive representations 
by the date given above. Representations must relate 
to one or more of the four licensing objectives: THE 
PREVENTION OF CRIME AND DISORDER, 
PUBLIC SAFETY, THE PREVENTION OF 
PUBLIC NUISANCE, OR THE PROTECTION OF 
CHILDREN FROM HARM. 

It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing 
Act 2003, to knowingly or recklessly make a false 
statement in or in connection with an application for 
premises licence and the maximum fine on being 
convicted of such an offence is £5000. 

Stephen Thomas LAW, Solicitors for the Applicant, 
8, Grassmere, Leybourne, Kent ME19 5QP 


Licensing Act 2003: 
Application to vary Premises Licence 

Notice is hereby given that Kris Saxby and Janie 
Saxby have applied to the Dover District Council 
on 14th January 2015 to vary the premises licence 
for Marley Brooks Weddings situate at Stourmouth 
Road, Preston, Near Canterbury, Kent CT3 1HP 
To remove the condition that limits the number of 
events to 28 in any given year 
Any person who wishes to make a representation in 
relation to this application must give notice in writing 
of his/her representation by 12th February 2015 (28 
days the day after the application is received by 
the licensing department) stating the grounds for 
making said representation to: Licensing Service, 
Dover District Council, White Cliffs Business Park, 
Dover CT16 3PJ. 

The public register where applications are available to 
be viewed by members of the public can be accessed 
online by visiting at www.dovergov.uk/Licensing and 
following the link to the public register. 

The Licensing Authority must receive representations 
by the date given above. Representations must relate 
to one or more of the four licensing objectives: THE 
PREVENTION OF CRIME AND DISORDER, 
PUBLIC SAFETY, THE PREVENTION OF 
PUBLIC NUISANCE, OR THE PROTECTION OF 
CHILDREN FROM HARM. 

It is an offence, under section 158 of the Licensing 
Act 2003, to knowingly or recklessly make a false 
statement in or in connection with an application for 
premises licence and the maximum fine on being 
convicted of such an offence is £5000. 

Stephen Thomas LAW, Solicitors for the Applicant, 
8, Grassmere, Leybourne, Kent ME19 5QP 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL, in accordance with the provisions of s.53 (2) 

& 70(3) (a)(b) of The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1976 HEREBY GIVE 
NOTICE that the fees chargeable under the above for the grant of hackney carriage and private 
hire vehicle, driver licences and private hire operator licences, together with additional costs 


Existing Fees New Fees for 2015/16 

Dual Driver Licence (Hackney Carriage and Private Hire) 

On initial application 

£175 for three years 

£180 for three years 

Disclosure Barring Service 
search fee 

£44 every three years or £13 
per year if they sign up to the 
DBS online service 

£44 every three years or £13 
per year if they sign up to the 
DBS online service 

Total (including DBS fee) 

£219 for three years 

£224 for three years 

On renewal 

£166 for three years 

£166 for three years 

Disclosure Barring Service 
search fee 

£44 every three years or £13 
per year if they sign up to the 
DBS online service 

£44 every three years or £13 
per year if they sign up to the 
DBS online service 

Total (including DBS fee) 

£210 for three years 

£210 for three years 

Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licence 

On initial application 

£333 for one year (which 
includes £30 towards the 
Unmet Demand Survey) 

£279 for one year (which 
includes £30 towards the 

Unmet Demand Survey) 

On renewal 

£271 for one year (which 
includes £30 towards the 
Unmet Demand Survey) 

£279 for one year (which 
includes £30 towards the 

Unmet Demand Survey) 

Private Hire Operator Licence 

One vehicle 

£177 for three years 

£182 for three years 

Up to and including 5 vehicles 

£339 for three years 

£339 for three years 

For six or more vehicles 

£80/ for each additional vehicle 
over 5 vehicles for three years 

£83/ for each additional vehicle 
over 5 vehicles for three years 

Private Hire Vehicle Licence 

On initial application 

£303 for one year 

£248 for one year 

On renewal 

£241 for one year 

£248 for one year 

Additional Costs 

Transfer of licence plate/ 
change of ownership of 
licensed vehicle (different 
owner but vehicle details 
remain the same) 

£65 

£65 

Change of licensed private hire 
vehicle (where there is more 
than six months left from the 
original licence) 

£260 

£218 

Change of licensed hackney 
carriage vehicle (where there is 
more than six months left from 
the original licence) 

£260 

£249 

Replace external vehicle plate 

£23 

£23 

Replace driver badge 

£9 

£9.50 

Replace vehicle plate holder 

£18 

£18 

Replace internal plate holder 

£1.75 

£1.75 

Attempting “Knowledge Test” 
after two failure 

£50 

£52 

Door transfers PHV only (per 
transfer) 

£7.70 

£7.70 

Copy of existing paper licence 

£11 

£12 

Change of address details for a 
replacement licence 

£11 

£12 

Change of name for a vehicle 
or operator licence 

£11 

£12 

Change of name and address 
for a driver badge 

£20 

£21 

Vehicle exemption certificate or 
general administration fee 

£44 

£44 

• Hackney carriage vehicles are subject to additional fee of £30 for demand survey. However a 
change of vehicle where the expiry date remains the same as the original licence will not be 
charged this fee. 

• Insurance plates - where a plate has been issued for a year to an Accident Management 
Company (Cab Aid etc.). A reallocation of the vehicle to a different driver will necessitate a 
change of plate number, (for example, originally INS 123 but on reallocation becomes INS 678 


A copy of this Notice shall, for a period of twenty-eight days from the date of first publication, 
be deposited at Tunbridge Wells Borough Council, Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent TNI IRS 

Persons wishing to make objections to these proposals may do so in writing to Tunbridge \ 
the undersigned by 20 February 2015. Wells Borough 

Licensing Partnership P.O. Box 182 Sevenoaks Kent TNI3 1GP 
licensing@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
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Interview Tips - Be Prepared 

This is your chance to excel, if your CV is out of date and poorly presented, or irrelevant to the 
position for which you are applying, you’re unlikely to get an interview. 

The perception is that your CV is the one document you're likely to spend a lot of time on - 
and if you can't get that right, then what does that tell your potential employer about the quality 
of any other work you might do? 

Similarly, if you don't prepare for an interview, what does that say about how you are likely to 
prepare for presentations, reports, or whatever it is that the job entails. 

There are added advantages to preparing. 

It calms nerves and gives you confidence. 

For more information visit us on: http://www.jobs24.co.uk/CvCentre.aspx 
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Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y15/0019/SH - 2 Earlscliffe Mews Shorncliffe Road Folkestone 
Kent CT20 2NB - Felling of a Corsican Pine, a Sycamore and 
a Tree of Heaven, all situated within a conservation area, and 
followed by the planting of replacement trees. 

Y14/1399/SH - 16 - 18 Guildhall Street Folkestone Kent CT20 
1DZ - Formation of four one-bed flats on first and second floors, 
and erection of access staircase to rear elevation. 

Y15/0011/SH* - Dolly Plum Cottage Southenay Lane Sellindge 
Ashford Kent - Change of use of building from holiday let use to 
self-contained dwelling, together with the erection of a extension 
Y15/0022/SH - 3 Clifton Crescent Folkestone Kent CT20 2EL - 
Change of use of nursing home (Class C2) to 13 self contained 
flats. 

Y14/1423/SH - 3 Clifton Crescent Folkestone Kent CT20 2EL - 
Listed building consent for internal alterations in connection with 
change of use of building to 13 self contained flats. 
Y15/0005/SH# - New Beach Holiday Village 133 Hythe Road 
Dymchurch Romney Marsh Kent - Use of land to allow holiday 
occupation between 1st March and 14th February in the 
following year 

Y15/0012/SH# - Romney Helmes Madeira Road Littlestone New 
Romney Kent - Erection of a conservatory to side elevation. 
Y14/1407/SH - H S Jackson & Son Ltd Lymbridge Green 
Stowting Common Ashford Kent - Proposed 12 metre metal mast 
on the site of former telecommunications masts 
Y15/0036/SH - Homepine House Sandgate Road Folkestone 
Kent CT20 2XB - Felling of a Holly tree situated within a 
conservation area 

Y14/1383/SH - 1 - 3 The Bayle Folkestone Kent CT20 1SQ - 
Alterations and extensions incorporating existing outbuilding 
to create an enlargement to the existing dwelling and ancillary 
annexe accommodation. 

Y14/1257/SH# - 24 High Street Lydd Romney Marsh Kent TN29 
9AJ - Outline application for the erection of 8 No. dwellings with 
matters of landscaping reserved for future consideration. 
Y14/1400/SH - 16 - 18 Guildhall Street Folkestone Kent CT20 
1DZ - Demolition of existing rear warehouse and erection of 
building to form two self contained one bed flats together with 
external staircase and other external alterations. 

Y15/0024/SH - Black Bull House Newchurch Romney Marsh 
Kent TN29 ODZ - Felling of a Poplar tree situated within a 
conservation area followed by the planting of a new tree. 
Y14/1424/SH - Old Kent Cottage Frogholt Folkestone Kent - 
Works to trees situated within a conservation area comprising 
felling of a Holly (A) a Conifer (B) two Sycamores (C and D) and 
a Cherry (E); crown reduction of a Beech (F) by reducing height 
by 5 metres and laterals by 2 metres and two Hornbeams (G) by 
reducing height by 4 metres and laterals by 2 metres. 
Y14/1265/SH - Upper Park Gate Farm Elham Park Stelling Minnis 
Kent CT4 6NE - Erection of a replacement building to create a self 
contained holiday let. 

Y14/1264/SH - Upper Park Gate Farm Elham Park Stelling Minnis 
Kent CT4 6NE - Conversion and extension of existing building to 
create a self contained holiday let. 

Y15/0038/SH - Channel Tunnel Terminal Ashford Road 
Newington Folkestone Kent - Relocation and installation of 
15m high monopole, together with 2 equipment cabinets and 
other ancillary equipment for base station (Telecommunication 
Notification). 

Y14/1301/SH - Meyrick Court 8 Trinity Crescent Folkestone Kent 
CT20 2ET - Conversion from existing flats to create five self- 
contained flats together with internal alterations, reinstatement 
of front door and reinstatement of internal staircase to facilitate 
conversion. 

Y15/0006/SH - Folkestone Harbour Harbour Approach Road 
Folkestone Kent - Installation of 20m high slimline monopole 
with 3 antennae and 2 microwave dishes, together with palisade 
fence, equipment cabinets, and other ancillary equipment 
(Telecommunication Notification). 

Representations can be made in writing either on line on the 
Council’s website, by email to planning@shepway.gov.uk or 
in writing to the Head of Planning and Environmental Health, 
Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, 
Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY. Please always quote the 
application reference number. Comments should be made in 
writing within 21 days from the date of publication. Please note 
that any representations received will be publically viewable on 
the Council’s website. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

Note: This is not a full list of applications received. All planning 
applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning and Environmental Health 
Shepway District Council 


For more Job Opportunities 

visit us online at. . . 

jobs24.eo.uk 
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Kent women set to 
take on New Zealand 


THREE of Kent’s women’s County 
Championship-winning squad have been 
called up to play in England’s tour of New 
Zealand next month. 

Charlotte Edwards, who captains Kent 
and England will lead the team against the 
White Ferns in the eight matches. She will 
be joined by fellow Kent players Lydia 
Greenway and Laura Marsh. 

Edwards, 35-years-old, is likely to know 
some of her opposition after only recently 
returning following a spell a skipper at 
Australian team Western Fury. 

ECB head of England women’s cricket, 
Clare Connor, said: “This year is hugely 
important for England women, with the 
home Women’s Ashes series fast ap¬ 
proaching. 

“However, in respect of the ICC 
Women’s Championship and ultimately 
qualification for the 2017 ICC Women’s 
World Cup in England, this series against 
New Zealand carries exactly the same 
significance as the series against 
Australia later in the summer.” 



KENT: Producing world class 
players 



I 


MOS: Sitting 
pretty at the 
top of the 
league 




Dynamos still riding 
high at top of table 


THE Invicta Dynamos have retained 
their top spot in the NIHL South 
Division 1 league after battering the 
Wightlink Raiders 5-1. 

The Mos scored their first quickly, 
with 27-year-old Arran Strawson 
finding the net with a backhanded 
swipe after just 12 minutes of play. 

After that it became a Mos 
free-for-all. The Gillingham based 
squad managed to slam in a further 
three goals before the Raiders found 
their feet and were able to reply 44 
minutes into the game. 


But their happiness was short 
lived when Andy Smith - who 
recently slotted away his 1,000 goal 
for the Mos - beat two of the Raiders 
defenders to tap in the final goal, 
putting the result beyond doubt. 

Mos netminder Mark Lee was 
hailed a hero after almost keeping a 
clean sheet, seeing off a barrage of 
increasingly desperate attacks from 
the Raiders. 

The two extra points keep the 
Dynamos comfortably at the head of 
the league table. 


Owner flies in to show PHB plan 


OWNER and chairman of Ebbsfleet 
United, Abdulla Al-Humaidi will be 
presenting plans for the club’s 
stadium to supporters tomorrow 
(January 26). 

The plans will be shown to Fleet 
fans following a successful 
presentation to local residents and 
councillors in the area on Thursday. 

Al-Humaidi will be on hand to 


share his vision of the club, and the 
regeneration of the community, with 
supporters and the general public. 

Images of the redeveloped 
stadium and other areas like 
reception and office spaces will be 
on display for Fleet fans to see. 

The plans will be unveiled at the 
Fleet Social Club on Monday night, 
between 6pm and 8pm. 


T ^ep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport f Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Football 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


FOR many non-league football clubs, 
funding can be tough. 

With the lion’s share of cash being 
splurged on Premiership tickets, the 
world of local football is all too often 
nothing but austerity. 

But Tonbridge Angels are looking 
to buck that trend, with a community 
ownership scheme that sees the fans 
rise above simply being a customer, 
and take ownership while helping the 
club boost its bank balance. 

Chairman of the Angels, Steve 
Churcher told KoS that the scheme 
has been a long time in the planning. 

He said: “We started the process 
some time ago now, becoming a 
sports club community mutual last 
July. It then took us until December to 
pick up the necessary FA approval. 
That’s the reason we haven’t opened 
it up yet, but things are getting mov¬ 
ing now.” 

The club’s board took the decision 
for a variety of reasons, but one of the 
prime deciding factors was to help the 
club avoid lean periods. 

“Rather than going through times 
of boom and bust at the club like 
many non-league teams, we decided 
we should start looking for other 


models,” explains Churcher. 

“The current board took the club 
on around six seasons ago. At that 
time we had two generous benefac¬ 
tors, but for medical reasons they had 
to stand down. 

“It became really important to the 
board to make sure that we had a 
level of financial stability.” 

The model that the club found at¬ 
tractive after research, was one of¬ 
fered by fan ownership company, 
Supporters Direct. It helps fans to set 
up democratic cooperatives, which 
are known as supporters’ trusts to 
own and help to run clubs. 

Churcher told KoS that the model 
would help the area just as much as it 
helped fans of the Angels. 

He said: “The club is a real fixture 
in the local area, and by getting local 
people to take ownership, we are go¬ 
ing to be involving the community on 
a greater level. 

“All the board are doing is looking 
after the club for the next generation. 
By becoming a club that’s owned by 
the fans, we’re going to help assure 
the future for the Angels for years to 
come. That’s the priority for the board 
- making sure that in years to come, 
there will be people to take over the 
running of the club, and to make sure 
that we will pass it on in the best pos¬ 
sible condition. 

“Our sponsors here are local - Had- 
low College are the main sponsor - 
and the club brings local people in. 


By getting local 
people to take 
ownership, we are 
going to be involving 
the community on a 
greater level. ■ 


Steve Churcher, 

chairman of the Tonbridge Angels 

We want to make sure that we are ex¬ 
citing the community and really 
making a difference in Tonbridge, 
and by getting people involved in 
running the club, and taking owner¬ 
ship of it, we will not only keep it go¬ 
ing, but we’ll help to grow as well.” 

The new structure will create quite 
a bit of change at the club - but not as 
much as under some other models of 
fan ownership. 

The chairman said: “What we’re 
going to do differs quite a lot from 
what Ebbsfleet did. We aren’t going to 
have a ‘football manager’ type of 
model, where fans play a part in every 
tiny decision at the club. 

“Our model will be almost like a 
share scheme, with one vote, for one 
member. Fans will get to buy a chunk 
of the club for a year, and then they 
will play a part in electing the board 
to run the club. Obviously, if there’s a 
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major decision to be made, like mov¬ 
ing ground, then all of the fans would 
be fully consulted and would get to 
vote. But the day to day running 
would be up to the board.” 

The current board, under these 
plans, would also start to incorporate 
more of the fans, bringing fresh blood 
in, and in Churcher’s view, assuring 
succession at the club. 

He said: “We would initially bring 
two fans on to the board. After that, 
each season we would bring another 
fan on, and it’s likely one of the cur¬ 
rent board members would step 
down. Eventually, we would have a 
board which would be totally run by 
fan owners of the club.” 

And the chairman says that, un¬ 
like many other clubs which have 
taken this option, the Angels are do¬ 
ing it for the right reasons. 

He said: “With other clubs, often it 
has been a case that they are not very 
far away from running out of money, 
or the board simply don’t want to do 
the job any more. For us, it isn’t like 
that. 

“We are doing it because we want 
more people in the town to be in¬ 
volved in the club, and we want it to 
become a real community endeav¬ 
our. We are looking to make it tran¬ 
scend gender, race, ability, class or 
anything else. We just want as many 
people involved with the club as pos¬ 
sible so that we can continue to flour¬ 
ish in years to come.” 


WHAT TYPE OF COMMUNITY 
OWNERSHIP WILL HAPPEN? 


Tonbridge Angels 
have decided to 
use a model of 
community 
ownership which 
has been created 
by organisation, 
Supporters 
Direct. 

The organisa¬ 
tion says that 
there are a 
number of key 
ingredients in 
making a club 
truly community owned. These include: 

■ A majority of the voting rights of the club 
will be controlled by the members 

■ The club membership scheme works on 
the principle of one member one vote 
principle 

■ The club must be inclusive - that means 
there are no substantial barriers to partici¬ 
pate as a voting member, with membership 
open to all that are sympathetic to the aims 
of it 

■ Any profits are reinvested back into the 
club, rather than being distributed to 
shareholders - that is to ensure it doesn’t 
simply become a money making enterprise 

■ The club commits itself to running as a 
sustainable business. 
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Wembley derby 


SEVENOAKS mens’ 
hockey team are set to 
face off against county 
rivals Canterbury in the 
semi-finals of the Hockey 
5s Championships which 
will be held at Wembley 
today (January 25). 

The two teams will play 
one another, before the 
winner goes through to 
play in the finals this 
evening in a bid to be 


crowned the national 
champion. Canterbury 
skipper Tom Richford is 
hopeful the team can do 
well when they clash with 
Sevenoaks. 

He said: “When we play 
to the best of our ability 
we’re arguably the best 
indoor team in the league 
so we think we’ve got 
every chance of doing 
really well at Wembley.” 



CANTERBURY: Looking to beat 
local rivals Sevenoaks 


If you’ve got it, you'll 

get ahead 



Trusted trader 



Get endorsed. Get the logo. Get noticed. 


Reckon you’ve got what it takes to get the 
most highly credible and visible seal of 
approval from Which?, the UK’s biggest 
consumer organisation? Then it’s time to get 
involved. Pass our experts’ rigorous 
assessment and you’ll get the business boost 
of becoming a Which? Trusted trader. 


It doesn’t cost a fortune. And hundreds of 
potential customers will see your business 
name when they’re looking for a trader on 
our site and in our local directory* 

Not everyone’s got what it takes to get in - so 
call now if you think you’ve got it. 


Which Trusted 
wnicn Traders 


Get involved. Get on the phone. 

0117 981 5756 
or text LOGO to 80057 


Quoting reference KS2401 


‘Fees and terms and conditions apply. 
Which? is the business name of Which? Limited, registered in England and Wales number 677665. 

Registered office: 2 Marylebone Road, London NW1 4DF. 
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THE 

MARLOWE 

THEATRE _ 




State Ballet 
Of Siberia 

Coppelia, The Nutcracker & Swan Lake. 

MON 9 - SAT 14 MAR 


Treat yourself to the 
best in entertainment! 


WED 11 FEB - SUN 1 MAR 








Philharmonia 

Orchestra 

All-Russian Fireworks 

SUN 22 MAR 



% 


Lee Nelson: 
Suited And 
Booted 

“Comedy genius!” daily mirror 

WED 8 APR 


Book your tickets today by calling the Box Office on 

01227 787787 (bk 9 fee) or book online at marlowetheatre.com ^fe®. 
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